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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District to Celebrate 
the 40th Anniversary of the Clean Water Act 
 
October 18, 2012 is the 40th anniversary of the enactment of amendments to the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, resulting in what has become known as the 
Clean Water Act.  It is also the date that Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District is celebrating conservation at its 66th annual meeting and holding its Board 
of Supervisors’ election.  To highlight the anniversary, the annual meeting will 
feature a panel of seasoned water-quality professionals who will share their stories 
and reflect on their part in the implementation of the Clean Water Act. 
 
The panelists will include Karl Gephardt, ODNR Deputy Director; Peggy Malone, 
retired Assistant Attorney General in the Environmental Enforcement section of the 
Ohio Attorney General’s office; and Chris Yoder, Research Director of the Midwest 
Biodiversity Institute.  The River Network board member Mary Jo Kilroy will 
moderate.  
 
Although soil and water districts sometimes fly under the radar in urbanized 
counties, the election of members of the Board of Supervisors is a public election 
under Ohio Revised Code 1515, and an enduring example of grassroots 
participation in local government.  Each conservation district is overseen by a board 
of five volunteer supervisors who must be residents of the county and at least 18 
years old.  Voting takes place from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. during the annual meeting, or 
can be accomplished by voting with an absentee ballot.  In addition to Franklin 
County residents, non-residents who own land in the county are also eligible to vote 
with a notarized affidavit of eligibility. 
 
In addition to the election, the evening will include dinner, conservation awards and 
a silent auction that benefits the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Fund, which 
supports the implementation of small conservation projects throughout Franklin 
County. 
 
 



WHAT: Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Meeting and Board of 
Supervisors’ Election 
 
WHERE: The Boat House at Confluence Park, 679 W. Spring St., Columbus, OH 
43215 
 
WHEN: Thursday, October 18, 2012.  Registration and networking starts at 5:00 
p.m., dinner at 6:15 and panel discussion at 7:00. 
 
WHO: Local government representatives; educators; developers, environmental 
consultants and other land-use businesses; advocacy organizations; landowners; 
and anyone who cares about conservation in Franklin County 
 
HOW: Registration through www.franklinswcd.org or by calling the office at (614) 
486-9613 
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The mission of Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote 
responsible land use decisions for the conservation, protection and improvement of 
soil and water resources by providing information assistance through effective 
partnering, technical guidance and education. 
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