
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CONTACT: 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District 
Mary Ann Brouillette 
mbrouillette@franklinswcd.org 
p: (614) 486-9613 
c: (614) 370-7683  
 
Annehurst Elementary School, Westerville City Schools 
Howard Baum, principal 
baumh@wcsoh.org  
p: (614) 797-7000 

ADVISORY FOR EVENT ON:  
May 10, 2012 (Thursday) 

Westerville Elementary School to Celebrate Rain Garden 
Dedication  
 
On Thursday morning, Principal Howard Baum will lead students and staff of 
Annehurst Elementary in a celebration with members of the Annehurst Village 
Garden Club and the City of Westerville to dedicate the school’s rain garden and a 
recently installed sign. 
 
The rain garden project was a collaborative effort of the Westerville City Schools 
grounds crew; the Annehurst administration, staff and students; Annehurst Village 
Garden Club members; Westerville Parks and Recreation Department; and Franklin 
Soil and Water Conservation District.  Goals of the project included alleviating a 
drainage problem that flooded the school’s traffic circle, improving water quality in 
Alum Creek by lessening the impact of storm water runoff, recharging groundwater, 
providing wildlife habitat, enhancing neighborhood aesthetics and most importantly, 
involving the students in hands-on science and providing a living laboratory for 
nature study. 
 
Although spearheaded by the volunteers of the Annehurst Village Garden Club and 
funded through donations and the support of the Westerville Parks Federation, the 
Westerville Sunrise Rotary Club and the Westerville Kiwanis Club, the greatest 
enthusiasm came from the students.  In the fall of 2008, Stephanie Suter, habitat 
conservationist with Franklin Soil and Water and nationally recognized rain garden 
expert, spoke to a student assembly where the students heard about runoff 



pollution and how rain gardens can help.  The kindergarten through fifth-grade 
students were also given stickers depicting the various native Ohio flowers that are 
often used in rain gardens.  Imagine Stephanie’s surprise when planting day came 
two weeks later and the students stood there smiling and ready to work – proudly 
wearing their two-week old stickers! 
 
 
 
What:  Celebration and Dedication of Annehurst Rain Garden                
Where: Annehurst Elementary School, 925 W. Main St., Westerville, OH 

43081-1298. 
When:                Thursday, May 10, 10:00 a.m. 
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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is the natural resource agency in 
Franklin County with the sole purpose of promoting conservation and responsible 
land use for better water quality and natural resource management.  This is 
accomplished through establishing partnerships, providing technical guidance and 
targeted environmental education. 
 
 


