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Conservation Stewardship Award Goes to BluePrint Columbus Community Engagement 
Announced at Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Meeting 

 
09/19/14 FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO—Representatives from the City of Columbus Department of Public 
Utilities, Brown and Caldwell, RAMA Consulting Group and the OSU John Glenn School of Public Affairs were on 
hand to receive a Conservation Stewardship Award at the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District 
(FSWCD) Annual Meeting on September 18. They were being honored for their work on the BluePrint Columbus 
Community Engagement effort, which is part of the larger BluePrint Columbus plan to address stormwater 
runoff and sanitary sewer overflows. 
 
The Community Engagement project is a large outreach effort that engages with a community advisory panel 
made up of representatives from communities across Columbus to advise the City on the development of the 
BluePrint Plan. The project also works to communicate directly with residents through door-to-door 
educational outreach and displays at community events. The award was presented by Kristin Hilson, FSWCD’s 
GreenSpot Rain Barrel Program coordinator who worked with BluePrint outreach staff to encourage the use of 
rain barrels. “The BluePrint Community Engagement team deserves this award because of the collaborative 
spirit they have infused into all of their outreach.  Their volunteers and staff are so engaged with the public! 
When I have staffed a display at community events with them, the atmosphere was always alive with 
enthusiasm and passion,” said Hilson. 
 
Susan Ashbrook, assistant director for sustainability with the City of Columbus Department of Public Utilities, 
accepted the award on behalf of the City of Columbus Department of Public Utilities. Vice president Kristen 
Atha represented Brown and Caldwell. RAMA Consulting Group was represented by project coordinator Leslie 
Westerfelt. Maria Mone, Director of Management Development Programs, represented the OSU John Glenn 
School of Public Affairs.  
 

-30- 
 

The mission of Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote land-use decisions for the 
conservation, protection and improvement of soil and water resources by providing information assistance 

through effective partnering, technical guidance and education. 
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