
Remember, all sites are not created equal
Always check with your local zoning authority or 
SWCD prior to construction for specific regulations.

Disturbing more than 1-acre? Have wetlands or 
other water bodies that may be impacted?  Permits 
from Ohio EPA or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
may also apply.

Find all the resources you 
need, including the latest 
version of the Rainwater 
and Land Development 
Manual, which contains 
detailed spec sheets for the 
practices highlighted here 
and many others, on our 
website at franklinswcd.org

Why are Controls Needed?
Soil erosion and resulting sedimentation are a 
leading cause of water quality problems in Ohio 
and every phase of a construction project has 
the potential to produce sediment-laden runoff.

Therefore, as a site is developed, all who are 
associated with the project must do their part to 
control erosion. 

Primary concerns related to erosion and 
sedimentation include: 

Water Quality- Sedimentation not only degrades 
the habitat of aquatic organisms and fish, but can 
promote the growth of nuisance weeds and algae, 
and lead to decreased recreational value.

Flooding- Sediment accumulation in streams, 
lakes and rivers reduces their capacity, which can 
result in increased flooding events. 

Local Taxes- Cleaning up sediment in streets, 
sewers and ditches add extra costs to local 
government budgets. Pollutant loads also impact 
water treatment costs for local utilities.

Property Values- Sediment deposits not only 
impair water quality but also damage property, 
thus reducing its use and value. 

Need More Reasons?
Effective erosion and sediment controls help 
protect water quality, but can also help protect 
your bottom line.  Additional benefits of a tidy 
construction site include:

• Reduced maintenance costs.
• Reduced downtime and construction delays.
• Enhanced credibility and reputation.
• Fewer public complaints with reduced 

potential for fines and/or litigation. 
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Construction Quick Tips
Evaluate the Site  
Identify vegetation, trees and other sensitive 
areas to save; like those to be used for septic 
system absorption fields.

Select and Install Controls  
All controls (such as silt fence, gravel drives, 
and inlet protection) need installed prior to any 
clearing of vegetation or grading activities.  

Reuse Chippings  
Use chipped material to create mulched berms 
where additional protection is needed.

Salvage Topsoil/Subsoil  
Locate stockpiles away from streets, driveways, 
drainage ways, or waterways.  Stabilize 
temporarily and install perimeter controls.

Follow a Maintenance Schedule 
Inspect controls weekly and after each rainfall 
event; making any needed repairs immediately.  
Inspect and clean entrances/roadways at the 
end of each day.

Prepare for Stabilization  
Spread stockpiled subsoil to rough grade; break 
up compaction with a subsoil ripper attachment.  
Final grade with 4-6-inches of stockpiled topsoil.

Revegetate the Site  
Use sod or seed and mulch to stabilize areas 
within 7 days if at final grade; areas within 50-
feet of a waterway need stabilized within 2 days. 

Remove Temporary Controls
Once vegetation reaches 70% density across 
100% of the site.

Soil erosion and resulting sedimentation are a 
leading cause of water quality problems in Ohio 
and every phase of a construction project has 
the potential to produce sediment-laden runoff.

This handout highlights some of the best 
practices for controlling erosion, whether you 
are building a single family home or replacing a 
driveway.  

Maintain existing drainage paths  
Altering or blocking drainage paths can 
easily lead to property damage and litigation 
between neighbors. 

Learn more about Ohio’s Drainage Laws at 
https://agri.ohio.gov or contact your local 
Soil and Water Conservation District.
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The community partners below support our efforts to 
promote responsible land use decisions for the 

conservation, protection and improvement of our soil 
and water resources. Thank you!

The Franklin County Board of Commissioners 
-----------------------------------------

The Cities of Bexley, Canal Winchester, Columbus, Dublin, 
Gahanna, Grove City, Hilliard, New Albany, Reynoldsburg, 

Upper Arlington, Westerville, and Worthington
-----------------------------------------

The Villages of Lockbourne and Obetz

www.franklinswcd.org  |  614.486.9613

Have additional questions? We’re here to help!

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District



Practical tips for protecting water quality

Contain concrete & mortar waste. Rinse 
water should never be dumped in 
sensitive areas or near waterways, as it 
can greatly alter water pH.  
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Install downspout extenders. Add as 
soon as gutters and downspouts are 
installed, and outlet to the street, 
sidewalk, or well-vegetated area.  
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Protect inlets  There are many different types of inlets and so, many 
options for protecting them.  Check regularly, replace if damaged, 
and remove built up sediment once 50% capacity is reached.
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Protect trees & sensitive areas. Trees are 
affected by construction, but may not 
show symptoms until years later. 
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Keep entrances clean and safe. Underlay 
with geotextile to reduce maintenance. 
Check daily, sweeping up any material.
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Plan for Dewatering Activities. Use bags 
vegetated filter strips, or constructed 
dewatering circles to filter out sediments 
from excavation pits.
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Install perimeter protection.  Wattles should be staked and have good contact with 
the ground; silt fence needs to be trenched into the ground.  Leave vegetated strips 
wherever possible and create mulched berms from chipped material.
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Trap sediment with curbs.  Simply pull 
the soil back from behind the curb for an 
instant sediment trap!  Add wattles or silt 
fence for additional storage capacity.
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4-5 weeks after 
hydroseeding.

Just seed it!  Save yourself the headache and just throw down some seed. 
Hydroseed is shown above, but a 50-pound bag of seed and a hand-held spreader 
can do wonders too!  Using seed and straw? Crimping reduces rill creation on steep 
slopes, improves infiltration, and maintains a more consistent micro-climate for 
your seed, leading to better germination rates and faster stabilization.
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