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The 2018 EXPO is Sponsored By

16th Annual Central Ohio Stormwater & 
Erosion Control EXPO

Extreme Weather Events
Thursday, October 4th

Only 2 Weeks Left to Register!
 The 16th Annual Central Ohio Stormwater & Erosion Control Expo will 
take place Thursday, October 4th at the Franklin County Fairgrounds 
and we are planning for plenty of exhibit and vendor space. 
Breakfast and lunch are included and all attendees will receive a 
certificate of attendance for up to 5 contact hours.

Tentative agenda is available online
If you are looking for demonstration space for products and large 
scale static display areas for your products and equipment, we are still 
accepting registrations for Exhibitors & Sponsors too! 
Contact Brooke Frusher or David Reutter for more details or visit 
https://www.franklinswcd.org/central-ohio-stormwater-and-erosion-
control-expo

Franklin County Fairgrounds -- Edwards & Ganyard Buildings 
4100 Columbia Street, Hilliard, Ohio 43026

And Supported by the Community Partners Below, Thank You! 
Canal Winchester  |  Columbus  |  Dublin

Franklin County Board of Commissioners  |  Gahanna
Grove City  |  Hilliard  |  New Albany  |  Obetz  |  Reynoldsburg

Upper Arlington |  Westerville  |  Worthington

www.franklinswcd.org
https://www.franklinswcd.org/central-ohio-stormwater-and-erosion-control-expo
https://www.franklinswcd.org/central-ohio-stormwater-and-erosion-control-expo
https://www.franklinswcd.org/central-ohio-stormwater-and-erosion-control-expo
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Consider some of the public benefits provided 
by saturated soils:

Flood flow desynchronization - isolated wetlands 
and hydric soils in undrained condition remove flood 
events from local streams.  The conversion from forest, 
to agriculture and drainage improvements, to urban 
land use, causes rapid movement of water and is the 
cause of urban stream syndrome and nutrient loading 
of water bodies.

Field capacity is a soils ability to hold water.  Over 10% 
of the 344,064 acres in Franklin County is Kokomo soil, 
by and far the highest percentage of the 30 mapped 
soil types. Kokomo field capacity is upwards of 40% 
water to a depth of 36”.  That equals 14” of water over 
34,000 acres.  The entire annual rainfall amount for the 
county can be held in 11,000 acres of Kokomo soil.

Infiltration - provides groundwater flows that 
maintain stream base flow throughout the year and 
recharges aquifers.

Many of the counties headwater streams exhibit low 
animal species diversity due to the complete drying 
out of the channel and no base flow during dry periods.

Nutrient uptake – anaerobic soil conditions provide N 
uptake and conversion.

Carbon sink – long term carbon storage occurs under 
anaerobic conditions. Drained hydric soils oxidize, 
releasing stored carbon and can cause subsidence and 
shrinkage.

Thermodynamic effects – the high latent heat 
content of water provides a buffer to atmospheric 
temperature changes, regulating the depth to the frost 
layer and atmospheric relative humidity.  Loss of this 
buffer capacity leads toward wide fluctuations in temp 
and desertification.

Perspectives on Wet Soils
Public perception and valuation of the environmental service of seasonally saturated soils diminishes as 

the apparent usefulness declines.  Loss of native wetland vegetation due to agriculture or development 
usually spells the end of the perceived value of wet soils.  
Hydric soil indicators are one of three components of the federal Waters of the United States (WOTUS) 

wetland definition (saturated soils, hydrology, and hydrophilic vegetation).  Because most of what we see 
as wet soils is in agriculture (i.e. flooded fields), and thus no wetland vegetation, we discount all the benefit 
these soils have or the wetlands they could be if the agricultural management of those areas stopped.  A 
change in land use does require review of the wetland potential of these areas unless it can be shown that 
drainage improvements have forever changed the hydrology.  
A lot of the remaining undeveloped areas we review for further development are indicated in our GIS-

based potential wetland mapping that considers the WOTUS three parameters.  Many undeveloped sites 
have always been marginal sites for development because of the wetness.  Federal wetland definition and 
the current ongoing debate of WOTUS does not consider the remaining services of impacted wetlands and 

most areas are dismissed as lacking one parameter 
unless special methodologies are applied at the 
delineation.  The wetland definition relies on an 
erroneous “draw a line in the sand” approach to 
delineate a continuum of environmental services 
that is the natural water cycle.  Most of the wetland 
benefits are derived from the hydric soil condition, 
and preserving or making use of those remaining 
environmental services is a key component of 
sustainability and green infrastructure.  

Did You Know?
In Ohio there is a NPDES general permit for open-

loop geothermal systems that discharge to waters 
of the state (either directly or through a MS4).

While the permit covers the discharges associated 
with these systems, Notices-of-Intent are only 
required for discharges capable of discharging 
100,000 gallons per day or more. 

So what about the individual home builder that 
installs an open-loop system?  They are covered 
under the permit and bound by the discharge limits 
set within it (like those for temperature), but no 
review or notice is required.

If your zoning allows these systems to be installed, 
it is important to review outlet locations and 
drainage paths.  Residential systems average 5-8 
gpm of groundwater discharge, or 7-11K gallons 
per day!  That is like a garden hose on full blast (all 
of the time), which can lead to impacts of local 
waterways or flooding & drainage dispute between 
neighbors. 

Learn more about the permit (including what 
isn’t covered) at https://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/
permits/GP_GeothermalSystems

https://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/permits/GP_GeothermalSystems
https://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/permits/GP_GeothermalSystems


Anyone can participate in Stormwater Awareness Week (municipalities, townships, schools, watershed 
groups, and more!).  If you help administer your communities MS4 program, this event will also help meet 
your requirements for MCM 1 & MCM 2.

Schedule your events now and let us know what you are planning to do, so we can promote it through 
our social media accounts.

Need ideas or have questions? Just send us a message. 
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Stormwater Awareness Week   |   October 7th - 13th
We want Stormwater Awareness Week to be a regional effort that 

encourages communities (and the groups that care about them) to raise 
stormwater awareness via newsletters and social media posts, or with fun 
and educational events.

Example actions/events might include (but are definitely not limited to):

• Community or Neighborhood Clean-Ups (litter, streams, stormwater 
ponds, etc)

• Native Tree & Plant Installations
• Rain Garden Construction and/or Maintenance Activities
• Educational Workshops or Tours (residents/businesses/contractors)
• Newsletter Articles & Social Media Posts
• Press Releases
• Adoption of Community Stormwater Resolutions 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week-1

On October 10, 2018 Franklin Soil & Water will 
also be joining hundreds of organizations around 
the country to participate in the fourth annual 
Imagine a Day Without Water, a nationwide day of 
education and advocacy about the value of water. 

Won’t you join us?
http://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/

Fall Fish Sale Open Now!
If you help manage park space in your community and have a pond 
that needs some TLC and stocking, we have the perfect solution!

Organize a pond clean-up or native planting event and invite 
residents to donate fish from our sale.  We’ll even provide some 
handouts on stormwater education, as pick-up takes place during 
Stormwater Awareness Week!.

https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/fall-fish-sale

https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week-1
http://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/
https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/fall-fish-sale
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Regional and National Events
WEFTEC 2018 | September 29-October 3 | Louisiana
https://www.weftec.org/

Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference
October 2-3 | Columbus, Ohio
http://otec.transportation.ohio.gov/

Natural Areas Conference
October 23-25 | Bloomington, Indiana
https://www.naturalareas.org/conference.php

47th Annual WMAO Conference & 38th International 
Symposium of the NALMS
October 29 - November 2 | Cincinnati, Ohio
http://wmao.org/
https://www.nalms.org/nalms2018/

OWEA/OSWA Watershed Workshop
October 30 | Columbus, Ohio
http://ohiowea.org/docs/2018_Watershed_Flyer.pdf 

Central Ohio Urban Forestry Conference
November 1 | Columbus, Ohio
https://www.franklinswcd.org/documents/2018-central-
ohio-urban-forestry-conference

2018 SWS Conference and Exhibition
November 13-15 | Tinley Park (Chicago suburb)
http://swsconferenceexpo.com/

Partners in Community Forestry Conference
November 7-8 | Orange County, California
https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/

October 10th  |  Innovations in Stream 
Restoration Design and Construction 
November 14th  |  It Ain’t Easy Getting Green: 
Incentivizing Watershed Programs

CWP Webcasts
All webcasts are from 1:00-2:30 p.m., offer 1.5 CEUs, 

and free to view at our office.  
Register now on Eventbrite or contact Brooke at 

bfrusher@franklinswcd.org for details.

The webcasts can also be purchased and viewed 
remotely from www.cwp.org

Water Quality Partner Featured Practice
Landscape Practices 
Includes action items such as blowing leaves and grass clippings from sidewalks, roads 

or parking lots back onto the lawn or bagging them for disposal, covering areas of bare 
soil, consider using a rain garden/rain barrel to control stormwater runoff, and using de-
icers carefully and sweeping up any excess (or requesting your management company 
do so).  

Check out getgrassy.org and communitybackyards.org for more landscape tips and 
info on implementing practices at your home and/or business! 

Learn more about the program and how to take the pledge at https://www.franklinswcd.org/

The communities below participate in the Water Quality Partner Program 
City of Bexley  |  City of Canal Winchester  |  City of Dublin  |  Franklin County Board of Commissioners

City of Gahanna  |  City of Hilliard  |  City of New Albany  |  Village of Obetz
City of Reynoldsburg  |  City of Upper Arlington  |  Washington Township  |  City of Westerville

City of Whitehall  |  City of Worthington

Ohio LTAP Training: 
Snow & Ice Control Courses 

This course covers safety practices, pre-trip 
inspection and maintenance of the truck, plow, and 
spreader.  This course is all classroom-based – there 
are no driving exercises.  If available at the training 
site, snow plowing equipment may be viewed as 
part of the pre-trip inspection discussion.
See Event Flyer for details.www.dot.state.

oh.us/Divisions/Planning/LocalPrograms/LTAP/
FlyersJuly09/Snow_and_Ice_Control_-_2018.pdf

http://otec.transportation.ohio.gov/
https://www.naturalareas.org/conference.php
https://www.nalms.org/nalms2018/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-webinars-10014206158
mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=CWP%20Webcasts
http://www.cwp.org
http://www.getgrassy.org/
http://www.communitybackyards.org/
https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Planning/LocalPrograms/LTAP/FlyersJuly09/Snow_and_Ice_Control_-_2018.pdf
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Planning/LocalPrograms/LTAP/FlyersJuly09/Snow_and_Ice_Control_-_2018.pdf
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Planning/LocalPrograms/LTAP/FlyersJuly09/Snow_and_Ice_Control_-_2018.pdf
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We are sometimes asked by municipal folks and residents, 
“Can a pool be drained into the yard or street?”  The answer 
depends on what’s in the water.  Chlorinated pool water 
cannot be discharged into the municipal storm water 
system, based on the NPDES permit conditions and many 
municipal ordinance.  This does not mean pool water cannot 
be discharged onto private property, as long as it stays on 
private property and doesn’t find its way to State waters or 
cause nuisance problems with neighbors.  De-chlorinated 
pool water can be discharged to the nearest storm water 
system based on NPDES permit conditions but municipal 
ordinance may not make the distinction.  Simply allow the 
water to sit for some time and the chlorine levels to dissipate 
before discharging it to a driveway or curb but check with 
your local zoning officer first.

Some new pool systems use salt to generate the chlorine needed to sanitize the water.  This type of pool 
may have a salinity of 3000 ppm, about equivalent to saline solution used for contact lenses.  This pool 
water cannot be discharged to the storm water system. Discharging this to your lawn may not affect it 
the first time, but salt will accumulate in the soil over time and eventually degrade the soil conditions and 
the ability to grow turf.  Salt water pools should be discharged to the sanitary sewer system or properly 
disposed by a licensed contractor.

Swimming Pool Discharge

The water coming from this white pipe could be an 
illicit discharge and should be further investigated 
by simply tracing it back to its source.

Stormwater Ponds: What you need to know about shading agents
The use of shading products is a common practice for the control of algae 

and other aquatic vegetation in ponds.  However, it is important to know that 
the release of these products to “waters of the state” is considered an illicit 
discharge and in violation of Ohio’s Water Quality Standards as defined in 
Ohio Administrative Code 3745-1-04, which requires these waters to be “free 
from materials entering the waters as a result of human activity producing 
color, odor or other conditions in such a degree as to create a nuisance.”
These types of products are best suited (and generally labeled for use) in 

recreational ponds and not stormwater ponds, which generally discharge 
waters during every rain event.  Using risers on outlets can help minimize the 
chances of a discharge, but also increases the chances of water backing up 
into homes or streets or leading to unsafe conditions if the outlet becomes 
blocked during high-flow events.
The best suggestion?  If you have been using shading products in your 

stormwater pond, now is a good time to reassess your ponds current 
condition and management approach.  Excessive algae growth occurs in 
ponds with high nutrient-loading and sediment build-up, and is a great indicator that more aggressive 
maintenance may be required.  Consider alternative practices, which may include bottom bubbler 
aeration systems, using aquatic plants (like lilies or lotus) to provide natural shade, or dredging to remove 
nutrients and restore depth.  
Need more guidance? Send Brooke an email at bfrusher@franklinswcd.org

mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=Stormwater%20Pond%20Management
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District programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis.

The Ohio Pollinator Habitat 
Initiative and Franklin SWCD 
are calling on Ohioans for a 
third year of Milkweed pod 
collections! Since the project 
began in 2015, volunteers have 
collected approximately 5000 
gallons of common milkweed 
seed pods, totaling over 22 
million seeds! 
Visit our website to learn how 

to identify Common Milkweed, 
what pods should look like 
before collecting, and where to 
drop them off.
https://www.franklinswcd.org/
milkweed

Annual Milkweed Seed 
Collection

September 1- October 30

BMP Reminder: 
Fall Stabilization

Timely stabilization of disturbed 
areas is not only a requirement of 
the Construction General Permit 
(CGP), but  also helps minimize 
maintenance of other BMPs, like 
silt fence, inlet protectors and 
street sweeping. 

Have a project wrapping up 
soon?  Permanent vegetation 
needs to reach a minimum 
density of 70% across 100% 
of the site before a Notice of 
Termination (NOT) can be filed 
with the Ohio EPA.  So, don’t 
forget the vegetation!  Otherwise, 
be prepared for the added cost 
of S&E inspections until this 
requirement is met.

The recommended time frame 
for fall seeding is August 1 to 
September 30. If seeding occurs 
outside of these specified dates, 
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To purchase tickets or to become a sponsor, please contact (614) 486-9613 or visit: www.franklinswcd.org

� Casual Attire 

�Picnic-Style Catered Dinner

� Get hands-on with our Augmented Reality Sandbox and a visit from the Columbus Zoo

Join us Next Week!
 Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s 

72nd Annual Meeting & Board of Supervisors Election

Thursday, September 27, 2018 
Absentee Voting 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Open House 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Annual Meeting 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Held at 1404 Goodale Blvd Suite 100 in Grandview, Ohio

HANDS-ON CONSERVATION

additional mulch and irrigation 
may be required to ensure a 
minimum of 80% germination.

Dormant seeding applications 
should be done after November 
20, and before March 15.  And 
seeding rates should be increased 
by 50%.

Sod can be installed as long as 
the ground is not frozen.

For more guidance Refer to 
Chapter 7 of the Rainwater and 
Land Development manual.  

Crimping helps keep straw in place, reduces 
rill creation on steep slopes, creates a pathway 
for water to infiltrate, and maintains a more 
consistent microclimate for your seed, leading to 
better germination rates and faster stabilization.

https://www.franklinswcd.org/milkweed
https://www.franklinswcd.org/milkweed
https://www.franklinswcd.org/annual-meeting
https://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/technical_guidance#176135061-rainwater-and-land-development-manual
https://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/technical_guidance#176135061-rainwater-and-land-development-manual

