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Call for Speakers!
Our last Roundtable of 2020 will focus
on the various aspects of Stormwater
Pond Maintenance and we are looking
for speakers and/or demonstration
opportunities.
So, if you help manage Stormwater
Ponds, whether as a private
contractor/consultant assisting
HOA’s and other private owners or
through your MS4’s Post Construction
Program, we want to hear from you!
If you would like to be added to
the agenda or have a pre-recorded
presentation to share, please email
bfrusher@franklinswcd.org
September 17th @ 10am
SW Pond Maintenance Programs
Looking for local MS4 program
examples; on-site demos; retrofit
opportunities; all other things
related to sw pond maintenance.
This Roundtable Sponsored by

https://columbus.wildones.org/

Stream Buffers & Setbacks
It seems unlikely that we need to be told to keep a safe distance from
danger, most people recognize inherently dangerous situations and avoid
them. Less so when the danger is slow and progressive, spread out over
time. This is the reality of water, erosion and climate change, given time, we
get features like the Grand Canyon or more recently and in less geological
time, Georgia’s “Little Grand Canyon” Providence Canyon Park.
If you live near an existing drainage channel you can count on there being
changes in the channel shape and location. This is the nature of stream
channels and that’s why they are referred to as “live”. Whether or not
that threatens your property or structures is a matter of conjecture. But
the intent of stream setbacks and buffer zones is the recognition of the
limitations these areas have. Local code or regulations regarding land use
near stream areas is variable across the country but the conditions you can
expect are the same. Channel migration and floodwaters overbanking onto
adjacent low areas is inevitable. Applying the concepts of setbacks and
buffer zones can aid in the planning for the use of the land.

Buffer project at Huber Park in Reynoldsburg, Ohio. See Project Details box below for more information.

Buffer zones usually refers to the near bank area along streams. To
be protective of stream function, these areas should be vegetated and
shaded. This typically means trees stabilize and shade the channel while
low vegetation stabilizes banks and overflow floodplain areas. All of this
vegetation provides structure and roughness to the flow of the stream that
slows flooding events. Development and loss of vegetation in buffer zones
degrades water quality by reduced shading and increased channel flow and
erosion.

(continued on page 2)

Project Details: Huber Park
In November of 2014, a small, vegetated stream buffer was planted in Reynoldsburg’s Huber Park, with support from
a grant from the USDA, the OSU School of Environment and Natural Resources, Reynoldsburg Parks and Recreation,
MAD Scientists and Associates, and Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District. The buffer of native trees, shrubs
and grasses was designed to demonstrate that a buffer along a stream can be established using landscaping
principles. An aesthetic approach many streamside landowners and landscape/natural resource professionals may
prefer over simply allowing whatever is present along a stream to grow.
Those with questions may contact FSWCD Watershed Resources Specialist, Kurt Keljo at kkeljo@franklinswcd.org
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Stream Buffers &
Setbacks (cont)
Stream setbacks generally refers to
the area of floodplains. Calculations
are made relative to the size of the
drainage area, slope, and rainfall
intensity to develop the potential area
a stream can be expected to access
over time. Setbacks account for the
sinuosity of the channel and potential
extreme flood events often resulting
in broad areas depending on the
elevations and size of the drainage
area. For example, the Mississippi River
can have many miles of floodplain.
Our smaller urban streams generally
have less distance required to maintain
stream function, however the same
limitations apply to all of them.
Most people are aware of regulated
floodplains through the federal
government and need to pay flood
insurance if they are located in those
areas. However, most people fail to
recognize the flood potential or active
channel aspect of any drainage area.
Applying setbacks to all significant
drainage channels protects property
and sets expectations of the land use
for future planning.
With the changing intensity of storm
events, we are seeing many areas flood
for the first time. Rainfall intensity
models have not been updated in 50
years and some studies suggest that
we are underestimating storms. And
while this may not affect the average
storm event much or the need to
upsize conveyances, the rare outlier
storms that cause the significant
flooding could be avoided by
recognizing the true potential of any
stream and observing proper setbacks
and buffers.
Did you know we are on
pace to beat last year’s
record-setting rainfall totals?
Local rainfall totals for 2020
are already over 25-inches!
At the same time last year the total was
about 4-inches less!
https://www.weather.gov/iln/climate_
graphs_cmh#
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Next Central Ohio Stormwater Roundtable
June 18th @ 10am (virtual meeting)
Stream Setback Implementation
Tentative discussion topics may include: A Look at the New WOTUS rules;
The New Draft General Permit for Impacts to Ephemeral Streams and
Isolated Wetlands; Local Setback Examples and Legal Considerations; Other
Discussions Based on Group Participation.
If you would like to be added to the agenda or have a pre-recorded
presentation to share, please email bfrusher@franklinswcd.org
Registration open at http://franklinswcd.eventbrite.com/
Miss out on watching the Ohio EPA webinar on Addressing the Navigable
Waters Protection Rule?
Access the recording at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDoLt
zZ7mS0&feature=youtu.be
Find a copy of the presentation at:
https://www.epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/401/
rulescomments/Navigable-WatersProtection-Rule-OhioEPA-May-7-2020.pdf
Looking for the Draft General Permit for Impacts to Ephemeral Streams
and Isolated Wetlands?
Access the Draft Permit at:
https://www.epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/401/
FINAL%20DRAFT%20Ephemeral%20
Stream%20IW%20GP%205-8-20.
pdf?ver=2020-05-08-094511-297
View the Public Notice issued by OEPA
(contains public comment info):
https://ebiz.epa.ohio.gov/Notices/jsp/
view_notice.jsp?noticeID=92413

The comment period ends on
June 17, 2020

Conservation Mini-Grants Fund Local Projects
Three Franklin County conservation projects are receiving grant funds
to assist in the protection and improvement of soil and water resources.
This year’s Conservation Mini-grant projects will include:
• City of Grove City | Hoover Crossing Park Enhancements.
• Jones Middle School | Habitat Restoration on OSU Golf Course
• Willow Brook Condominium Association | Turkey Run Streambank
Stabilization & Revegetation.
Thank you to our applicants, and congratulations awardees!
Learn more about the program at https://www.franklinswcd.org/
conservation-mini-grants
Stormwater and Erosion Control Newsletter
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Water Quality Partner Featured Practice
Floor Drains

Many small businesses have floor drains to capture water, cleaners, oil, dirt or other materials,
but If you do not know where your drains lead, or if you are using floor drains improperly, you
could be contaminating nearby surface waters or drinking waters.
Some floor drains are necessary for day-to-day operations. Others are used for emergency
purposes only. And some floor drains don’t seem to have any apparent use. That is why it is very
important that you know where all your floor drains lead and are aware of Ohio EPA’s regulations
that apply to your discharge activities.
Some floor drains lead into a sanitary sewer, where wastewater goes directly
to a publicly owned treatment work (POTW). Other floor drains lead to an onsite sewage treatment system like a septic tank. Sometimes floor drains lead
directly to an underground holding tank or discharge to a waterway or to the
ground outside. Ohio EPA’s water pollution control regulations apply to all of
these activities.
Any company that wants to discharge industrial wastewater to waters of
Once you confirm where a floor drain discharges,
the state needs to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
consider marking it with paint or tape to help
remind staff and others. Cap or plug drains that
(NPDES) permit from Ohio EPA. If your floor drains lead to any water of the
are not in use.
state, you must have a discharge permit for this activity.
Companies that discharge industrial wastewater directly to a POTW are also regulated. Often, the POTW regulates
the discharge activities. If you are discharging to a POTW, you need to contact the plant to discuss your activities.
You may be required to obtain a permit for the discharge. In addition, you may be required to treat the wastewater
before discharging (for example, oil/water separation, removing solids, chemicals, etc.)..
1. Check all your floor drains and make sure you (and your employees) know
where they drain.
2. Do not use floor drains to discharge industrial wastewater into a septic
system or onto the ground.
3. Do not use floor drains to discharge industrial wastewater to a water of the
state without first obtaining an NPDES permit.
4. If using floor drains to discharge wastewater to a local wastewater
treatment plant, make sure the treatment plant knows about this activity.
5. Do not put fluids like oil, solvents, paints or chemicals into a floor drain. This
could contaminate your property, leading to large fines and clean-up costs.
6. Consider installing an emergency shut-off on the drain pipes to prevent
accidental spills from entering the sewer.
7. If you have floor drains at your company that you are not using, think about
having them capped or plugged.
Check out Ohio EPA’s fact sheet for more information: https://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/41/sb/publications/
floordrains.pdf
If you have any questions about floor drains and Ohio’s water pollution control requirements, contact your local Ohio
EPA District Office, Division of Surface Water (DSW) for assistance.
The communities below participate in the Water Quality Partner Program
City of Bexley | City of Canal Winchester | City of Dublin | Franklin County Board of Commissioners | City of Gahanna
City of Grove City | City of Hilliard | City of New Albany | Village of Obetz | City of Reynoldsburg
City of Upper Arlington | Washington Township | City of Westerville | City of Whitehall | City of Worthington
See which businesses are taking the pledge or learn how you can get involved by visiting
https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
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Give Yourself Some Credit!
Join us as we view the 2020 webcast series hosted by
the Center for Watershed Protection (CWP)
As with most things, COVID-19 has temporarily changed our procedure for viewing these webcasts. Our office is
currently closed, but we have a limited number of virtual seats available for those interested.
Learn more and register today at

http://franklinswcdwebinars.eventbrite.com/
Dates: Webcast #4: June 24th Source Water Impacts – urbanization and protection
Webcast #5: September 16th IDDE – New Technologies and Techniques
Webcast #6: October 21st Watershed Modeling
Webcast #7: November 18th Watershed Based Planning Techniques
Webcast #8: December 9th Asset Management
Time (all webcasts): 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST
Cost: FREE | Certificates available for attendees (1.5 CEUs)
Webcasts are free to attend thanks to support from the partner communities listed below.
City of Canal Winchester | City of Columbus | City of Dublin | Franklin County Board of Commissioners
City of Gahanna | City of Grove City | City of Hilliard | City of New Albany | The Village of Obetz | City of Reynoldsburg
City of Upper Arlington | City of Westerville | City of Worthington

TCWP Webinar Series 2020
Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners is hosting webinars every other Wednesday from
through August. Each session starts at 9 a.m., earns 2 CEUs and costs $25.
Details for remaining webinars are listed below. Learn more and register at https://
tinkerscreek.org/events/tcwp-webinar-series-2020/
Webinar #3: June 10th | Ohio Stormwater Rate Study;
and COVID-19 Financial Impacts
Webinar #4: June 24th | Stormwater Green
Infrastructure, v.2.0- An Ecosystem Approach; and
Ecological Benefits of Newly Installed Bioretention Basins
Webinar #5: July 8th | Effective maintenance practices
for restoring permeable pavement infiltration rate; and
Biofiltration: Design Considerations for Performance and
Longevity

Webinar #6: July 22nd | It’s 9-Elementary, My Dear
Watershed; and Reconnecting Streams with their
Floodplains in the Chagrin River Watershed
Webinar #7: August 5th | Wetland Restoration at
the Euclid Creek Dugway Tunnel Storage System; and
Streamflow, Water-Quality Monitoring, and Loads
Webinar #8: August 19th | How Screening Assists State
Transportation Departments for Culvert Inspection; and
Urban Land Use Impacts on Stormwater Runoff

3rd Annual Stormwater Awareness Week | October 18-24
Stormwater Awareness Week is a regional effort that encourages communities (and the groups that care
about them) to raise stormwater awareness. Anyone can participate in Stormwater Awareness Week
(municipalities, townships, schools, watershed groups, and more!). Look for updates in future issues of
The Urban Review and online at https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week
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The Don’t Drip & Drive campaign
was first developed through the
Washington State Puget Sound Starts
Here campaign to educate residents
on how to identify and fix car leaks
to protect water quality and our
plan is to use some of these existing
components to create a similar
campaign for Central Ohio.

TREE Fund was established to
support urban and community
forests, the utility rights of way
that connect them, and the skilled
professionals who plan, plant,
manage and maintain them.
Learn more about them, their free
webinars and Tour des Trees at
https://treefund.org/

We are currently working with the
Village of Obetz to provide autorelated businesses with educational
information on maintaining a Clean
Water Shop and gauge interest in
offering Don’t Drip & Drive outreach
materials to their customers.
A separate outreach effort targeting
residents with Don’t Drip & Drive
messaging is planned for later this
summer.
Visit the links below where you can
learn more and help us gauge future
interest and needs by taking a brief
survey.

4-Part
Webinar
Series
Webinar #2: July 23rd @ 2 p.m. ET
Stormwater Compliance Demands More
Than Inspections
https://www.estormwater.com/type/webinars

Clean Water Shop
https://www.franklinswcd.org/autobusinesses
Don’t Drip & Drive
https://www.franklinswcd.org/dontdrip-drive
If your community is interested in
participating in a future campaign,
please contact Jennifer Fish at 614486-9613.

July 28 - 30, 2020
Hosted by IECA Great Lakes & Great Rivers
Chapters, virtual sessions will be provided in a
combination of recorded and live streams.
Earn up to 11 PDHs for as little as $50 (early bird
fee for IECA members).
https://www.ieca.org/GC2020

Online Exams with Remote Live
Proctoring Now Available!
EnviroCert International, Inc. (ECI) has launched the following
Online Exam Bundles through Prometric:
• Part A Rules and Regulations
• Qualified Stormwater Manager (QSM)
• CESSWI (US) & CESSWI SI(International)
• CPESC (US) & CPESC SI (International)
Learn more at https://envirocertintl.org/
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The Division of Environmental and Financial
Assistance (DEFA) is launching a new series of
webinars focused on those environmental issues
that have an impact at the local level. These
webinars will occur throughout the year and
cover a wide range of topics.
Learn more at https://epa.ohio.gov/
community_webinar
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BMP Review: On-Site Education
When it comes to providing
education & outreach to the
development community (as required
in the Small MS4 General Permit), it
is easy to reach the site supervisors,
managers, and engineers, but what
about the “Boots on the Ground”?
Many times these workers are tasked
with the day-to-day maintenance
of site controls, but are unable to
attend off-site and/or paid training
opportunities.
The Clean Water Partner Poster
to the right was developed to
help bridge this outreach gap, by
highlighting common controls
to help workers understand their
purpose and how to maintain them.
The poster is 30”x40” and made of
weather-proof material with metal
grommets for easy installation.
Wondering how you can get a Clean Water Partner Poster to display on your site? Communities and developers in
Franklin County can email dreutter@franklinswcd.org or bfrusher@franklinswcd.org for details.
You can also learn more at https://www.franklinswcd.org/developing-lands
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