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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Join us in our office as we discuss 
Pollution Prevention, Reporting 
& Regulations, and options for 
achieving better water quality

Date: Thursday, July 18th
Time: 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Cost: FREE (lunch included)!

Then come back for our final Central 
Ohio Stormwater Roundtable of 2019 
as we discuss the MS4 permit Final 
Update.

The most current OEPA MS4 permit 
will be expiring September 11, 
2019.  New permit conditions will be 
highlighted and potential program 
implications discussed.

Date: Thursday, October 17th
Time: 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Cost: FREE (lunch included)!

Register now on Eventbrite at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/
franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-
district-9235141615

Central Ohio Stormwater 
Roundtables

Federal EPA recently modified the construction general permit to clarify 
language that made the liability for larger common plans of development 
less restrictive for permittees.  The National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) had submitted comments and concerns related to the coverage of 
individual lots within a larger subdivision when covered under an overall 
permit. Past language would make the initial permit holder liable for all 
discharges even if coming from a single lot not under their development 
with no severability clause.  New language now clarifies that individual lots 
can be held accountable independent of the overall larger common plan of 
development.

The federal permit often serves as a model for the state delegated 
permits that must be at least comparable to federal standards. Ohio EPA 
has the individual lot Notice of Intent (NOI) and co-permittee process 
included in our state permit.  This should be used when a larger common 
plan of development is intending to sell lots to individual builders and 
the site infrastructure is to be finalized prior to buildout.  In this situation 
however, this demands strict individual lot controls and inspection during 
construction.   Permit language does not set any time frame for needing 
coverage.  Lots sold for future development are required to gain coverage 
indefinitely at such time development occurs.

This is problematic when housing demand falls.  Third party inspection 
programs, such as those required by federal NPDES permits of MS4 
communities, are left with a large number of dormant lots, no time frame 
for end of construction and potential withholding of bonding for extended 
periods.  Long dormant individual lots within larger common plans of 
development should not be required to gain coverage and submit permit 
documents to show compliance if disturbance is less than the permit 
threshold of 1 acre and the overall site has long been permanently stabilized. 
CGP Part IV.B.2.d.(ii)”final stabilization has been completed and the lot which 
does not include a home has been transferred to the property owner”.

Recent local regulatory changes within the City of Columbus will result 
in post construction stormwater management facilities (SMF’s) needing 
to be completed in a 3 year time frame.  This will mean that they will be 
independent of the local single lot development that should have individual 
site controls and inspections.

A project end point for a larger common plan of development needs to 
be clarified.  Subdivisions receive final platting to allow the developer to 
sell individual lots and transfer the taxable base to the local municipality 

New Federal CGP Language

Join us and “Plant the Seed of Conservation” as we host our 73rd Annual 
Meeting and Board of Supervisors’ Election on September 19th, 2019. 
Enjoy an evening of networking with fellow conservationists, dinner, 
silent auction and a hands on approach for our conservation programs.

Learn more at https://www.franklinswcd.org/annual-meeting

Save the Date!
(continued on page 2)

www.franklinswcd.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
https://www.franklinswcd.org/annual-meeting
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Conservation Mini-Grants Fund Local Projects
Five Franklin County conservation projects are receiving grant funds to assist in the protection and improvement 

of soil and water resources.  

The funds, awarded in different amounts up to $2000 each, were generated from the profits of the District’s 
annual meeting, silent auction, tree sale, and affiliate membership programs. 

This year’s Conservation Mini-grant projects will include:

• City of Gahanna Department of Parks & Recreation | West Side Park native habitat installation.

• Clinton Township | Native Plantings in two community pocket parks.

• Ecole Kenwood Parent Teacher Organization | Dry Stream Bed and Mini-Wetland Outdoor Classroom.

• Franklin County Public Facilities Management | Early Run North Tree Planting.

• South Eastmoor Civic Association | Park Sign Pollinator Plot.

Thank you to our applicants, and congratulations awardees!  Learn more about the program and past awardees 
at https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants

New Federal CGP 
Language (cont)
so that services can begin to 
residences. Occupancy permits can 
be gained prior to any permanent 
individual site stabilization and is 
often left to the homeowner to 
decide whether to sod or seed lawn 
areas and landscaping. Should the 
homeowner then also be a co-
permittee? CGP Part IV.B.2.d.(iii) “no 
stabilization has been implemented 
on a lot which includes a home and 
the lot has been transferred to the 
homeowner”.

A case can be made to consider 
acceptance of the final plat of a 
development as the end point 
for the 1 acre permit disturbance 
threshold and the larger common 
plan of development. Large 
stormwater infrastructure is 
accepted by the designated 
authority (CGP Part IV.B.2.b.& c.) 
at that point and local regulations 
promulgated by the federal NPDES 
program for MS4’s ensures that local 
oversight is possible. As building 
permits are requested from local 
authorities, they are aware of and 
can enforce any issues caused by 
construction through the local 
process.  Requiring a state approved 
submittal at that point is redundant.

Project Wingspan
Project Wingspan (PW) is a two-year project 

supported by a grant from the National Fish and 
Wildlife Federation to the non-profit the Pollinator 
Partnership which is leading a coalition of partners 
in an effort to enhance land across the Midwest to 
support our imperiled pollinators.

Project Wingspan seeks to increase monarch and 
Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (RPBB) habitat by building 
off the success of our last NFWF grant funded 

project (Monarch Wings Across the Eastern Broadleaf Forest – MWAEBF) 
and engaging public land managers and private land stewards throughout 
the 8-state target region of Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin through a series of monarch habitat 
enhancement activities with the goal of establishing 10,000, acres of 
monarch and RPBB habitat.

Learn more and get involved at https://www.pollinator.org/wingspan

Every two years, the Ohio LTAP Center seeks to identify the innovative ways 
in which Ohio’s Local Public Agencies (LPAs) are increasing safety, reducing 
costs, improving efficiency, and/or improving the quality of transportation.  
All LPAs -- including counties, cities, villages and townships -- are eligible to 
participate.  All entries must be received by June 28, 2019.

Submit your innovative operational ideas and mechanical creations now at 
https://odot.formstack.com/forms/build_a_better_mousetrap_2019

Any questions about the competition should be directed to Raymond 
Brushart at 614-387-0523 or Raymond.Brushart@dot.ohio.gov

Build a Better Mousetrap Competition

https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants
https://www.pollinator.org/wingspan
https://odot.formstack.com/forms/build_a_better_mousetrap_2019
mailto:Raymond.Brushart%40dot.ohio.gov?subject=2019%20Build%20a%20Better%20Mousetrap%20Competition


While the grassed areas surrounding stormwater ponds are commonly mowed 
to create park land or open-space, mowing right to the water’s edge compacts 
the soil, reduces root growth and grass vigor, and commonly leads to bank 
erosion. A problem only increased by fluctuating water levels, poor soils, and 
high pollutant loading from fertilizers, automobile fluids, and road salt.  

Establishing a simple, un-mowed buffer zone around the perimeter of the 
pond (4-10 feet wide) can prevent bank erosion, filter/absorb nutrients, reduce 
maintenance time and costs, provide wildlife habitat, and even help deter 
nuisance Canada geese from taking up residence. 

Replace invasive species and other unwanted trees and shrubs with native 
plants, but refrain from planting woody vegetation on engineered earthen dikes 
or dams or around stormwater structures; this prevents root intrusion and allows 
access for inspection and maintenance activities.  To further enhance your buffer, 
consider adding a chemical-free zone where no pesticides or fertilizers will be 
used and install pet waste collection stations to prevent bacterial contamination

Find more tips online at https://www.franklinswcd.org/ponds.

Anyone can participate in Stormwater Awareness Week (municipalities, townships, schools, watershed groups, and 
more!).  If you help administer your communities MS4 program, this event will also help meet your requirements for 
MCM 1 & MCM 2.

Schedule your events now and let us know what you are planning to do, so we can promote it through our social 
media accounts.

Need ideas or have questions? Just send us a message. 
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2nd Annual Stormwater Awareness Week   |   October 20th - 26th
We want Stormwater Awareness Week to be a regional effort that encourages 

communities (and the groups that care about them) to raise stormwater awareness via 
newsletters and social media posts, or with fun and educational events.

Example actions/events might include (but are definitely not limited to):

• Community or Neighborhood Clean-Ups (litter, streams, stormwater ponds, etc)
• Native Tree & Plant Installations
• Rain Garden Construction and/or Maintenance Activities
• Educational Workshops or Tours (residents/businesses/contractors)
• Newsletter Articles & Social Media Posts
• Press Releases
• Adoption of Community Stormwater Resolutions 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week-1

On October 23, 2019 (as part of Stormwater Awareness 
Week) Franklin Soil & Water will again be joining 
hundreds of organizations around the country to 
participate in the fifth annual Imagine a Day Without 
Water, a nationwide day of education and advocacy 
about the value of water. 

Won’t you join us?
http://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/

Stormwater Ponds: Buffers & Native Plants

X

p

https://www.franklinswcd.org/ponds
https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week-1
http://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/


Also supported by the partner communities listed below.

 City of Canal Winchester | City of Columbus | City of Dublin | Franklin County Board of Commissioners
City of Gahanna | City of Grove City | City of Hilliard | City of New Albany | The Village of Obetz | City of Reynoldsburg

City of Upper Arlington | City of Westerville | City of Worthington
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Regional and National Events

Give Yourself Some Credit (and pizza)!
Join us in our office as we enjoy some pizza and view the 2019 

webcast series hosted by the Center for Watershed Protection (CWP)

All webcasts are free to attend and pizza lunch included 
thanks to our sponsor, StormwaterInspect, an inspection 

application from CBI Systems.

https://stormwaterinspect.com/home 

Dates:  Webcast #3: June 19th  Tree Crediting for Stormwater
Webcast #4: September 18th  Stormwater Practice Design, Installation and Maintenance

Webcast #5: October 16th  Monitoring for Stream Restoration & Green Infrastructure

Webcast #6: November 20th  Salt & Stormwater - The Salinization of Our Watersheds

Time (all webcasts): 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST
Cost:  FREE at 3 viewing locations | FSWCD Location Includes Lunch!

Certificates available for attendees (1.5 CEUs)
**to view webcasts remotely you need to register and pay directly at www.cwp.org**

Locations (to view for free): 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
Register on Eventbrite or contact Brooke Frusher at bfrusher@franklinswcd.org

Butler County Storm Water District / Butler County Engineers Office
Register by emailing lentzb@stormwaterdistrict.org or calling (513) 785-4101

Ohio EPA (Northeast Ohio Stormwater Training Council)
Register at http://neohiostormwater.com/index.html

Central Ohio >>>
(Includes Lunch)

Southwest Ohio >>>

Northeast Ohio >>>

North American Manure Expo  |  July 31 - August 1 | Indiana
https://www.manureexpo.org/

ISA Conference & Trade Show  |  August 9-14  |  Knoxville, TN
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Events/Annual-Conference

2019 StormCon  |  August 18-22  |  Atlanta, Georgia
http://www.stormcon.com/

Ohio Bridge Conference  |  August 20-21  |  Columbus, Ohio 
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/conferences

Trees & Utilities Conference  |  Sept 10-12  |  Cincinnati, Ohio 
https://www.treesandutilities.org/

40th ACGA Conference |  Sept 12-15 | Indianapolis, IN 
https://communitygarden.org

2019 Farm Science Review  |  September 17-19  |  London, OH
http://fsr.osu.edu/

WEFTEC 2019  |  September 21-25  |  Chicago, Illinois
https://www.weftec.org/attend/register/about-registration/

Ohio GIS Conference | September 23-25 | Columbus, Ohio
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/conferences

Natural Areas Conference  |  October 8-10  |  Pittsburg, PA
https://www.naturalareas.org/current_conference.php

SWS Conference and Exhibition  |  November 12-14  |  Illinois
http://swsconferenceexpo.com/

WMAO Conference/Symposium  |  Nov 13-14  |  Columbus, OH
http://wmao.org/

Partners in Community Forestry  |  Nov 20-21 | Cleveland, OH
https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/

Brownfields 2019  |  December 11-13 | Los Angeles, California 
https://brownfields2019.org/

https://stormwaterinspect.com/home 
http://www.cwp.org
http://franklinswcdwebinars.eventbrite.com/
mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=CWP%20Webcasts
https://www.manureexpo.org/
http://www.stormcon.com/
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/conferences
https://www.treesandutilities.org/
http://fsr.osu.edu/
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/conferences
https://www.naturalareas.org/current_conference.php
https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/
https://brownfields2019.org/
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The communities below participate in the Water Quality Partner Program 

City of Bexley  |  City of Canal Winchester  |  City of Dublin  |  Franklin County Board of Commissioners  |  City of Gahanna
City of Grove City  |  City of Hilliard  |  City of New Albany  |  Village of Obetz  |  City of Reynoldsburg

City of Upper Arlington  |  Washington Township  |  City of Westerville  |  City of Whitehall  |  City of Worthington

See which businesses are taking the pledge or learn how you can get involved by visiting
https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program

Water Quality Partner Featured Practice
Power Washing

Companies involved with power washing need to be aware of the environmental regulations 
that apply to them. These companies, commonly small businesses, can be involved in different 
activities such as power washing vehicles, equipment, buildings, dumpster pads, etc. 

Wastewater generated from power washing can contain contaminants like detergents, oils, 
dirt, metals, solvents or other chemicals. If a company doesn’t properly manage wastewater, 
these contaminants can be carried directly into creeks, rivers, wetlands or other surface waters, 
polluting the water and threatening aquatic life.

Environmental Regulations
Wastewater generated by power washing is considered industrial wastewater (even if you are using biodegradable 

soaps or detergents).  Under the Clean Water Act, a company cannot discharge industrial wastewater into “waters of 
the state” without obtaining a permit from Ohio EPA. This includes discharge into conveyance systems (for example, 
ditches or storm sewers) that lead to surface waters.

Ohio EPA’s Division of Surface Water (DSW) is responsible for enforcing the water pollution control regulations and 
issuing permits for wastewater discharge activities. Often, the local municipality is also responsible for regulating 
the companies that discharge to the publicly owned treatment works (POTW).

What are the options for handling wastewater from power washing?
Several options for handling wastewater are available to your company. Some options might be more practical 

than others and will depend on the characteristics of the individual job site. 

Option 1: Obtain permission to discharge the wastewater to a POTW through a sanitary sewer at the job site.
Option 2: Collect the wastewater and arrange for disposal at a POTW or industrial waste disposal facility.
Option 3: Obtain a permit to discharge wastewater from the site to a creek, river or other water body.

Methods to collect power washing wastewater
Ohio EPA does not require that a specific type of containment method be used for wastewater collection. However, 

the system must be adequately designed to prevent water from entering a storm drain or from running off-site. 

Common equipment used for containing and collecting wastewater generated during pressure washing 
activities include: vacuum pumps, booms/berms, portable containment areas, weighted storm drain covers, 
inflatable plumbers plugs, oil/water separators, holding tanks, portable sump pumps, hoses, 
absorbents, and more.  

See the Ohio EPA fact sheet on Mobile Power Washing and Environmental Regulations for 
additional guidance (http://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/41/sb/publications/powerwash.pdf).

The pictures below were found via a simple online search and are just a few examples of the many practices 
available for containing wastewater generated from power washing.  http://www.sbprojectcleanwater.org/
business.aspx?id=86  |  https://www.mobilestorage.com.au/  |  https://enpac.com/spill-protector-drain-cover-
18x18/  |  http://www.vacuboom.com/  |  http://sbwaterworks.com/

https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/41/sb/publications/powerwash.pdf
http://www.sbprojectcleanwater.org/business.aspx?id=86
http://www.sbprojectcleanwater.org/business.aspx?id=86
https://www.mobilestorage.com.au/
https://enpac.com/spill-protector-drain-cover-18x18/
https://enpac.com/spill-protector-drain-cover-18x18/
http://www.vacuboom.com/
http://sbwaterworks.com/
http://www.sbprojectcleanwater.org/business.aspx?id=86
http://www.sbprojectcleanwater.org/business.aspx?id=86
https://www.mobilestorage.com.au/p/Containment-Spillage-Control/General-Purpose-Wash-Mat/MSWM150
https://enpac.com/spill-protector-drain-cover-18x18/
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District programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis.

BMP Review:  Concrete Washouts
Although sediment is the primary pollutant of concern resulting from 

construction activity, other pollutants need to be considered as well.  

Rinse water generated from concrete and mortar work is one of the most 
commonly encountered wastes, and should never be dumped in sensitive 
areas, near waterways, or down storm drains.  

The pH levels of this waste can be high enough to kill fish and other 
aquatic life, while hardened material buried on site can leave the 
homeowner with unnecessary landscape challenges in the future.  

This material should always be contained, allowed to harden, and later 
disposed of or recycled.  A simple 5-gallon bucket or box lined with a trash 
bag works perfect for smaller jobs, while roll-off containers, kiddie-pools, 
or plastic-lined pits are great for larger projects.

Whatever you choose, make it easily accessible and visible for all workers.

For more guidance on reducing pollutants on your site, refer to Chapter 8 
of the Rainwater and Land Development manual.  

If you are a home contractor working 
in the City of Columbus, you may 
be eligible for a FREE 30” Outpak 
Washout Kit!
Learn more about proper disposal and 
how to claim your free washout kit at 
https://www.franklinswcd.org/home-
contractors

1404 Goodale Boulevard, Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43212
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