
While some of the calls we receive about flooding and other perceived 
drainage issues may relate to infrastructure maintenance or poorly designed 
drainage, much of the time it is simply due to good ol’ mother nature and the 
unpredictability of weather.

Our average rainfall in central Ohio was determined to be around 38-inches 
per year, based on averaging the recorded historical records. Much of the 
published design criteria for stormwater management considers this amount 
and has not been updated in 50 years.   This average rainfall amount is being 
updated however and now sits around 42-inches.  

When we look at the last 5 years of rainfall, 2016 was the last year we had 
an average year (37.78”).  Between 2017 and this year we have had an excess 
of 42 additional inches if we base it off the 38-inch average.  The past 4 years 
all exceeded the 42-inch new average as well, with 2018 breaking the recent 
2011 record for most rainfall in a given year.  Summertime rainstorms account 
for much of our rainfall, however much more of this rainfall is occurring late 
in the year or early spring when the ground might still be frozen and plants 
dormant.
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Join your peers at one of our virtual 
Central Ohio Stormwater Roundtables.  
These 2-hour events will be held 
through ZOOM, are free to attend and 
include a certificate of attendance. 

April 15th  
Wetland Protections

July 15th  
Anticipated Topic: Post Construction

October 18th  
Topic TBD

Learn more at https://www.
franklinswcd.org/urban-training 

Interested in sponsoring or speaking 
at an event?  Contact Brooke for 
details at bfrusher@franklinswcd.org

SW Roundtables
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Weather Perspectives

Apply for a Conservation Mini-Grant | Deadline is February 28th
Franklin Soil and Water’s annual Conservation Mini-Grant program continues in 

its eighth year by offering up to $2000 to three non-profits that demonstrate the 
need and ability to carry out on-the-ground conservation projects. 

This year, preference will go towards projects benefitting Wetlands and 
Streams. Examples include stream buffers, erosion control, riparian area invasive 
removal/replacement, stormwater infiltration, and the addition of aquatic/wetland 
plants.  Other projects will still be accepted and considered.

Our conservation fund is a pool of fees and proceeds originating from donations 
and events including the Annual Meeting and Tree Sale. Nearly 30 organizations 
have been awarded full or partial funding since 2013.

Learn more about eligible projects, grant requirements, or apply now at https://
www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants.

continued on page 2

The graph above shows the local rainfall totals from 2020, which were consistently above average 
and totaled more than 50-inches!  https://www.weather.gov/iln/climate_graphs_cmh#

COLUMBUS, OH - 2020

www.franklinswcd.org
https://www.franklinswcd.org/pages/events/details.aspx?id=7439516E4A70424D31553376657746486A55416362513D3D
https://www.franklinswcd.org/pages/events/details.aspx?id=7439516E4A70424D31553376657746486A55416362513D3D
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/central-ohio-sw-roundtable-lunch-included-stream-setback-implementation-tickets-93308092015
https://www.franklinswcd.org/pages/events/details.aspx?id=492B4830784B6A494A394D4836355A36322B53456C773D3D
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/central-ohio-sw-roundtable-lunch-included-sw-pond-maintenance-programs-may-include-on-site-field-tickets-93309038847
https://www.franklinswcd.org/pages/events/details.aspx?id=52505466346F503877724F792B305572337A653178413D3D
https://www.franklinswcd.org/urban-training
https://www.franklinswcd.org/urban-training
mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=Urban%20Event%20Sponsorship
https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants
https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants
https://www.weather.gov/iln/climate_graphs_cmh#
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This means that groundwater reserves are being 
maintained at their highest levels and surface flows 
of the excess water will occur, even with small rainfall 
events.  We can see this in flooded agricultural fields 
in the winter when groundwater levels are usually 
highest and spring when flooded fields occur in 
low areas, these pools connect overland in broad 
sheet flows and eventually find a drainage outlet or 
are drawn down over time through groundwater 
interactions. 

During these wet periods, large sheet flows that are 
not apparent on the landscape can become active or 
concentrated when development occurs, and landforms 
change.  Engineered flood flow pathways are often 
overlooked by homeowners, and residents are surprised to learn that an area along their property line or their street is 
functioning as intended when there are unusual high-water conditions occurring.

It is important to understand your local drainage concerns.  Subdivision grading almost always relies on property 
lines for maintaining stormwater runoff between you and your neighbors.  When these are blocked by structures 
and landscaping so is the ability to drain properly. Streams and drainage ditches adjacent to properties should be 
expected to occasionally leave their banks and flood adjacent property, so maintaining a buffer is an important 
consideration.  Groundwater fluctuates with the seasons and many of our soil types are expected to have seasonal 
high-water tables.  Inspect sump pumps regularly for function and discharge, and possibly back-up systems, if you 
have encountered problems in the past. 

2020 may have reminded us that we cannot be prepared for everything, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t still try.  
Weather anomalies are sure to continue (and may even persist as our new “norm”), but a lot of the issues we see could 
have been anticipated and the effects minimized with proper planning and/or ongoing maintenance.

Weather Perspectives  |  Continued from page 1

In Franklin County, seasonally flooded agricultural fields are common.  The tree in 
this photo is located on a property line, dividing agricultural land and residential 
(driveway and house are just out of view, to the right).

Respect for Vernal Pools

Vernal Poolooza 2021 is a series of five Virtual 
Presentations, which will take place between 
February and May. Across the series, you’ll learn 
how to recognize, sample and develop a vernal 
pool, as well as see the vernal pool transitional 
process from winter into spring.
Presentations will take place every third Friday 
from 11:30am- 12:30pm via Zoom

February 19th |  Properties & Protections
March 12th | Introduction to Vernal Pool Ecology
April 2nd | Vernal Pool Amphibians
April 23rd | Management Recommendations
May 21st | Development & Restoration

Registration is FREE and 
open on Eventbrite

Vernal pools are small (<1.25 acres) seasonal wetlands, with no 
permanent inlet or outlet, that fill from spring rains and snowmelt 
only to disappear later in the season, sometimes going completely 
unnoticed by those passing by (qualities that distinguish them from 
other types of wetlands). The shallow depressions that allow them 
to form may have been carved by glaciers, scoured by rivers and 
streams, formed by slumping ground when underground limestone 
is dissolved, or simply from the holes that remain when tree roots are 
lifted from the ground. 

These small natural features need to be protected, because they 
play such an important role in our landscapes and are difficult, if not 
impossible to replace.  Vernal pools provide habitat for thousands of 
species, some of which depend on them for survival.  For example, 
a high percentage (85%) of amphibians return to breed in the very 
same vernal pool in which they were born.  If that pool is destroyed, 
frogs may try to breed on houses or parking lots where the vernal 
pool had been.  Vernal pools can also reduce flooding, help restore 
needed groundwater, clean surface water, provide educational and 
recreational opportunities and create beauty, enhancing property 
values. 

Join the Ohio Wetlands Association at Vernal Poolooza 2021 or check 
out the Ohio Vernal Pool Network to learn more about how you can 
help protect this vital natural resource!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-vernal-poolooza-2021-properties-protection-tickets-138861906701?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-vernal-poolooza-2021-introduction-to-vernal-pool-ecology-tickets-138881120169?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-vernal-poolooza-2021-vernal-pool-amphibians-tickets-138882442123?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-vernal-poolooza-2021-land-management-recommendations-tickets-138883521351?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-vernal-poolooza-2021-vernal-pool-development-and-restoration-tickets-138883711921?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-wetlands-association-29177014365
https://www.ohwetlands.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-wetlands-association-29177014365?fbclid=IwAR1qd28RcrZi6dQOJfE_nlswR6fRKmYOOOlZVPEE76quzGzN9w_HmJA6waA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OhioVPN
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Feature Events

TCWP Webinar Series
March 10th & April 14th

Each session costs $25, earns 2 CEUs, and covers topics 
related to stormwater practices, restoration, and 
engineering.  https://tinkerscreek.org

Ohio Stormwater Conference 
May 19-21, 2021

Plans are to include both virtual and 
in-person components.

https://ohstormwaterconference.com/

North American Snow 
Conference  |  April 20-22
The premier event for snowfighters!
https://snow.apwa.net/

Private BMP Stormwater 
Management
February 18th @ 2pm

See how the City of Avon Lake, Ohio is working with 
HOAs to manage their post-development Stormwater 
BMPs.  https://www.estormwater.com

Designing Sediment 
Settling Ponds
February 23rd @ 11 am

Join OEPA for a look at the technical design 
requirements and recommendations for sediment 
settling basins.
View Event Flyer or register at https://wmao.org

River Rally  |  May 17-20
River Rally is an interactive space 
for anyone interested in river and 

water issues to engage in a variety of topics.  
https://www.rivernetwork.org

IECA Annual Conference & Expo  |  February 22-25
https://www.ieca.org

Ohio & Kentucky Tree Care Conference  |  February 22-25
https://www.ohiochapterisa.org

Ohio Woodland Water & Wildlife Conference  |  March 1-3
https://senr.osu.edu/about-us/events 

One Water Government Affairs Workshop  |  March 2
https://www.onewaterohio.org/gov_affairs_workshop.php

Ohio SW Mgmt. & Drainage Conference  |  March 9-10
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/conferences 

Conservation Tillage & Technology Conference  |  March 9-12
http://fabe.osu.edu/CTCon 

Webinar: Invasive Woody Plant Management  |  March 9 
https://www.epa.gov

National Watershed & SW Conference  |  April 13-16
https://www.cwp.org/2021-national-conference/

Municipal Wet Weather SW Conference  |  June 7-9
https://www.ieca.org

Other Upcoming Events

Become a CWP Coalition Member in 2021
As COVID-related restrictions persist and the limited 
sharing of webcast links we were permitted in 2020 is no 
longer an option, we have decided to try a CWP Coalition 
Membership in 2021.  

This membership will allow us to extend some great CWP 
benefits to up to 75 members, at no charge! 

Some of the benefits of becoming a coalition member 
with Franklin SWCD include:

• Complimentary access to the Center’s full webcast 
series (including recordings of past webcasts)

• Access to CWP’s Online Watershed Library (OWL)
• Access to CWP’s monthly Lunch & Learn series
• Access to CWP’s job posting board
• And discounts on Center services, workshops, 

conferences, and training events.

We are currently reaching out to our local, regional and 
state partners and those that have attended webcast 
viewing’s in the past to help build our member list, and 
expect seats to fill up fast.  

If you are interested in being added to this list, fill out our 
survey or e-mail Brooke at bfrusher@franklinswcd.org

Stream Maintenance for 
Communities
February 23rd @ 10 am

Guidance for conducting common maintenance 
activities in a watershed-friendly manner.
https://register.gotowebinar.com/

https://tinkerscreek.org/events/tcwp-webinar-series-2021/
https://ohstormwaterconference.com/
https://ohstormwaterconference.com/
https://snow.apwa.net/
https://snow.apwa.net/SNOW/Home/SNOW/Home.aspx?hkey=25b75d74-1dec-447f-bce6-e0e5b0c03f7b
https://www.estormwater.com/sws-webinar-series-bmps
http://ohio.apwa.net/Content/Chapters/ohio.apwa.net/Documents/Feb%2023%202021%20OSWA%20OEPA%20Webinar%20Flyer.pdf
https://wmao.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=259593&item_id=1356374
https://www.rivernetwork.org/connect-learn/river-rally/
https://www.ieca.org/IECA/IECA_Events/2021_Events/21_Annual_Conference/Registration.aspx
https://www.ohiochapterisa.org/aws/OCISA/pt/sp/conference_home-page
https://senr.osu.edu/about-us/events
https://www.onewaterohio.org/gov_affairs_workshop.php
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/conferences
http://fabe.osu.edu/CTCon
https://www.epa.gov/ipm/upcoming-integrated-pest-management-webinars
https://www.cwp.org/2021-national-conference/
https://www.ieca.org/IECA/IECA_Events/2021_Events/2021_MS4_Conference.aspx
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07ehluotgykl88flnw/start
mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=CWP%20Coalition%20Membership%202021
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2766666337475161101


Salt Storage Guidance
Many Ohio organizations, including highway agencies, 
counties, cities, townships, and snow removal companies, 
stockpile salt to be spread on roads, walkways, and 
parking lots during the winter months to melt snow and 
ice. This storage is beneficial and necessary to ensure the 

safety and mobility of citizens, but can contaminate water resources if not properly 
stored; leaving the owner or operator liable for any damages. 

The biggest threat comes from the brine that is created when stormwater passes 
through an exposed pile.  This brine can be 10 times saltier than sea water, greatly 
impacting fresh water aquatic system or drinking water aquifers for decades.

Visit Ohio EPA’s website for more information and resources on how you can help 
prevent the contamination of ground water and surface water.  https://www.epa.
ohio.gov/dsw/owrc#159398978-salt-storage
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Water Quality Partner 
Featured Practice
Proper Storage of Materials and Supplies
Businesses vary greatly when it comes to the types of materials and supplies 
they need to keep on site, but proper storage practices apply to everyone 
whether you have a few supplies tucked into a cabinet or utility closet or large 
amounts of materials stored inside and out.  

• Always read product labels for storage and handling requirements, and follow them (it’s 
the law).

• Whenever possible, store materials inside or under cover to protect from contact with 
rain water.

• When storing items on shelving units, place heaviest items on the bottom.
• Place liquid items in plastic storage tubs/bins to contain any leaks or spills.
• Make sure all items are clearly labeled as to their contents.
• If materials need to be stored outside, locate them away from waterways and stormwater 

drains, on pallets and cover with waterproof tarps.
• Identify hazardous materials and learn how to dispose of properly.
• Make sure everyone knows the location of fire extinguishers and spill kits, and is trained 

on how to use them.

Learn more at https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program

Free Environmental Sessions from Ohio EPA
March 12, 2021
Do you wear multiple hats managing your business’s environment, safety, and health 
regulations? Ohio EPA recognizes that it can be a challenge to understand and keep up 
with all the regulations that apply to your business. This extended portion of the 2021 
Ohio Safety Congress & Expo will include four environmental sessions that will help keep 
you and your business out of trouble. 

Check out the Event Flyer for detailed session information and registration links.
https://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/29/documents/webinar/Sessions-Feb2021.pdf

8 a.m. | What you need to know to stay out of trouble

10 a.m. | Navigating the Basics of Hazardous Waste

1 p.m. | Ohio EPA Air Pollution Permit Requirements

3 p.m. | What to expect during an Inspection

Points to Remember:
• Salt should not be stored 

in floodplains, or close to 
wetlands, ditches or wells.

• Store salt on an 
impervious surface.

• Store salt indoors 
whenever possible.

• If you need to store salt 
outdoors, cover pile(s) 
securely with a tarp and 
check regularly.

• Clean up spills 
immediately and return 
salt to storage.

https://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/owrc#159398978-salt-storage
https://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/owrc#159398978-salt-storage
https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
https://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
https://www.ohiosafetycongress.com/index.cfm
https://www.ohiosafetycongress.com/index.cfm
https://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/29/documents/webinar/Sessions-Feb2021.pdf
https://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/29/documents/webinar/Sessions-Feb2021.pdf
https://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/owrc#159398978-salt-storage
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Stormwater Awareness Week is a regional effort that encourages communities (and the groups that 
care about them) to raise stormwater awareness.  Anyone can participate in Stormwater Awareness 
Week (municipalities, townships, schools, watershed groups, and more!). 

Look for updates in future issues of The Urban Review and online at 
https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week

4th Annual Stormwater Awareness Week  |  Fall 2021

BMP Review:  Tracking Controls & Construction Entrances
A construction entrance is a stabilized pad of stone underlain with a 

geotextile. It is used to reduce the amount of mud tracked off-site by 
construction traffic. A construction entrance must be installed where 
construction traffic leaves active construction areas and enters public 
roadways or areas unchecked by effective sediment controls. It is also needed 
where frequent vehicle and equipment access is expected and likely to 
contribute sediment to runoff, such as at the entrance to individual building 
lots.

Proper installation requires a geotextile fabric and good drainage to ensure 
construction site runoff does not leave the site. The use of geotextiles under 
the stone helps to prevent potholes from developing and will save the amount 
of stone needed during the life of the practice. Stone should be ODOT #2 in 
size and placed at least six inches deep. The entrance should be at least 30 
feet long at single residence lots and not less the 70 feet at a main entrance. 
The entrance should be at least 14 feet wide. A construction entrance must be 
installed as soon as is practicable before major grading activities commence. 

Although they allow some mud to be removed from vehicle tires before they 
enter a public road, they should not be the only practice relied on to manage 
off-site tracking. Since most mud is flung from tires as they reach higher 
speeds, restricting traffic to stabilized construction roads, stone entrances and 
away from muddy areas is necessary. If a construction entrance is not sufficient 
to remove the majority of mud from wheels or there is an especially sensitive 
traffic situation on adjacent roads, wheel wash areas may be necessary. 

Check entrances at the end of each day and when dirt and mud are tracked 
onto roadways, it is important that you have a plan ready to go.  When 
possible, use brooms, sweeper attachments, and vac trucks to clean roadways, 
as dozer buckets can cause damage to the road base.  

For additional information refer to the ODNR Rainwater and Land 
Development Manual at http://epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/technical_guidance.
aspx

This construction entrance has added a rumble 
strip for additional debris collection.

Geotextile helps prevent the stone layer from 
sinking into the ground.

You Can Be the Change!
Everyone that visits a construction 
site plays a role in site compliance.  
Utilize designated access roads 
and parking areas to help limit 
the amount of maintenance the 
superintendent has to do to keep 
roadways clean and safe.  

Gone are the days when winter 
meant frozen ground.

If you can’t avoid driving through 
muddy areas or you underestimate 
soil conditions, check your tires 
before leaving a site and scrape 
excess material off.  

Remember, just because you can 
get somewhere in a vehicle doesn’t 
mean you should.

NPDES Construction Stormwater 101
March 25th  @ 10 am

This webinar will provide an overview of Ohio’s 
construction storm water requirements and the 

construction general permit. Topics will include permit coverage, Notice of 
Intent and Notice of Termination applications, basic storm water pollution 
prevention plans, and both active and post-construction requirements.

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7893558215492561680

https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week
https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week
http://epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/technical_guidance.aspx
http://epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/technical_guidance.aspx
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7893558215492561680
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Winter Drainage Tip
While our weather is increasingly unpredictable, 

this time of year curb sump pump and downspout 
discharge openings can become blocked from snow 
plowing and icing over in the gutter (like in the photo 
below).  

If not cleared, blockages can cause backups to the 
foundation drain, re-circulation of the groundwater, 
freezing of downspouts and ice dams on the roof.

Check your curb frequently and clear any blockages 
immediately (like in the photo to the left) to prevent 
issues. 

2021 Tree Sale 
Now Open!

Choose from bare root trees, 
shrubs and berry plants, live 

stakes, seed packets and new 
for 2021, Native Perennial Kits 
that will ship direct to you in 

early June!

Important Dates

Order Deadline: March 28th

Pick-up: April 16th & 17th

Visit https://www.
franklinswcd.org/tree-and-
plant-sale for all the details!

https://www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale
https://www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale
https://www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale
https://www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale

