January 2016

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Volume 70

Issue 1

www.franklinswcd.org

Community Backyards 2
Urban Forestry: 300k Trees 2
Tree & Plant Description 2-4
Tree Sale Order Form 5-6
Mini Grants 7

Rain gardens in landscapes capture rain
as a resource. Learn more from Central
Ohio Rain Garden Initiative (CORGI) at
centralohioraingardens.org

2016 TREE SALE DATES!

Online Ordering Begins: January 27
Order by: April 8
Pick Up: April 29 (Arbor Day)-30

Order online at

Or fill out and mail attached form to:

Frankly Speaking

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 60 Years

Landscaping for Water Quality

We heard a lot about water quality

this year in Ohio - and there wasn't a

lot of good news. In June, much of the
city was under a nitrate advisory, and

in July, microcystin (a toxin produced
by blue-green algae) was detected in
Lake Erie, near Toledo'’s water treatment
plant. We learned that toxic, blue-green
algae stretched along the Ohio River
for nearly 650 miles - most of the river’s
length, in August. Finally, in September,
microcystin was detected (at levels
below the safety threshold for drinking
water) in untreated water at the Dublin
Road treatment plant.

High levels of nutrients are central to
many water quality problems. Fertilizers
are a major source of nutrients;
agriculture has faced particular scrutiny
related to nutrient runoff from farms.
But what about runoff from residential
properties? Have you ever considered
how your landscaping choices may
affect water quality? Is there anything

a residential landowner can do to help
protect water quality? The answer is
yes!

You probably have a variety of non-
native plants, including turfgrass,

in your home landscape. You may

have a sprinkling of natives there

too, especially if you are reading this
newsletter. If you are the one supplying
homemade pickles, juicy summer
tomatoes, or copious zucchini to
coworkers and friends, you clearly have
edible plants on your property as well.

Native plants, shrubs, and trees

are great for water quality and the
environment. Many Midwestern plants
have developed deep, moisture-seeking
roots that trap and hold carbon dioxide
and pollutants. Their roots help channel
water deep into soils, encouraging
water to sink in. Varying heights and
textures help slow and diffuse forceful
rainfall. Ohio vegetation is especially

valuable for pollinators, birds, and
mammals that feed on them. Finally,
because Ohio-native plants are adapted
to our climate and soil types, they thrive
without the extra water, fertilizers, and
pesticides that some of our non-natives
require to stay healthy.

What about your zucchini? The vast
majority of food crops are not native.
For example, zucchini is native to
Central America and Mexico, though
growing your own vegetables is
arguably a good environmental

choice that can reduce your carbon
footprint. Food grown at home can
reduce fuel emmissions caused by the
transportation of produce. Using rain
barrels, drip irrigation, and mulch helps
retain moisture while keeping rainwater
on site.

Gardens, landscape plantings and
hardscapes (patios and walkways) are
typically set apart by strips of turfgrass.
While our love of this dense, non-
native groundcover is often vilified by
environmentally-concerned citizens,
turf has its place. When properly
maintained (fertilizer is OK!), a dense
matrix of grass shoots, stems, and leaves
slows down runoff while fibrous roots
help trap excess nutrients and other
pollutants.

Whether you are interested in edible,
native, functional, or simply attractive
plants, here are some easy tips for
landscaping for water quality:

« Soil is good for grass, not fish.
Keep your soil in place and on your
property so rain does not wash it
away. Muddy water to fish is like
smoggy air to humans: breathing is
easier when it is cleaner.

« Soakitin!Plant arain garden
with Ohio natives to soak up your
rooftop’s runoff. You can also

Continued on page 7
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Photo Credit: Doug Goldman, provided by USDA NRCS
National Plants Data Team (NPDT)

Perennials

(Available in two-inch pots)

Nodding pink onion
Allium cernuum

Beautiful, distinctive, and hardy, this
native bulb bears clusters of nodding
pink flowers on loose heads 12-18"tall.
This aromatic plant and its grass-like
leaves are deer resistant. Prefers full to
part sun and moist soil.

Marsh milkweed
Asclepias incarnata

A favorite flower of Monarch butterfly
caterpillars, it also provides a preferred
food source for native bees and wasps.
The beautiful clusters of bright pink
blossoms reach 3-5’in June and July.
Prefers moist soils and full to part sun.

Wild senna
Cassia herbecarpa

This versatile, stout plant bears dark
green compound leaves and blooming
yellow flowers from July-August. Flower
clusters are attractive to bees and give
way to brown seedpods. Prefers good
drainage in full sun to partial shade,
where it grows up to between 4-6'. Great
for gardens and restoration projects
alike, wild senna is vigorous and
drought-tolerant once established.

Tree & Plant descriptions continued
on page 3

Frankly Speaking

Community Backyards Program

What's new for the 2016 program in Franklin County '.

After a successful first year for
GreenSpot Community Backyards, we
are excited to announce that the rebate
program will relaunch April 1, 2016.

Community Backyards will host in-
person workshops, as well as offer an
online course and quiz for residents to
receive a rebate voucher. The voucher
qualifies participants for a rebate up to
$50 after they purchase an approved
rain barrel, compost bin or native
plant(s). New this year, Columbus
residents* will be able to receive a
rebate up to $100 on select native trees.

Residents will be mailed a rebate after
the required information is received.

To save participants’time, we have
partnered with Scioto Gardens, Rain
Brothers, LLC and City Folk Farm Shop to

offer immediate discounts on approved
items. You can find program-approved
native plants at Scioto Gardens, rain
barrels at Rain Brothers, and compost
bins and native plants at City Folk!

The program is partially funded by the
City of Columbus GreenSpot initiative
and participating districts. Check our
website for a full list of participating
districts.

For more information on Community
Backyards, how you can participate,
and to check your eligibility, visit
www.greenspotbackyards.org.

Kristin Hilson, Program Coordinator, can
be reached at khilson@franklinswcd.org
or (614) 486-9613.

*The City of Columbus must be your tax district

300,000 Trees by 2020

In September of 2015, Mayor Michael
B. Coleman committed the City of
Columbus to a 5% tree canopy cover
increase over the next five years as
part of the 2015 Green Memo lll - the
city’s plan for future investments

in sustainability. A city-led Urban
Tree Canopy Assessment found that
Columbus canopy cover is only 22%,
falling short of the 40% recommended
in urban areas by forestry non-profit,
American Forests. The Branch Out
Columbus campaign was created to
promote and provide incentive for
planting 300,000 new trees, while
protecting existing trees. While

still below the recommended 40%,
the current goal accounts for new
construction, as well as pests and
disease over the next five years.

Franklin Soil and Water has committed
to Branch Out Columbus, joining the
City of Columbus and over 20 non-profit
organizations to plant 300,000 trees by
2020.

Will you join us?

B'ranchTOp.t
COLUMB

300,000 Trees by 2020

Why is a tree canopy important?

« Urban forests purify the air.
100 trees remove 53 tons of carbon
dioxide and 430 pounds of other air
pollutants per year.

e Urban forests manage the City’s
water.
100 mature trees catch ~139,000
gallons of rainwater per year.

«  Urban forests reduce energy
demand.
Strategically placed trees save up
to 56% on annual air-conditioning
costs. Evergreens block winter
wind, saving ~3% on heating costs.

« Urban forests improve overall
feeling of well-being.
Trees create a strong sense
of empowerment to improve
neighborhood conditions.

*Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. U.S. Forest
Service

How can you get involved?

There are an estimated total of 300,000
private homeowners in Columbus. If
every homeowner planted just one tree

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Continued on page 8
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Perennials, continued

Pink turtlehead
Chelone lyonii

Pink turtlehead is an excellent perennial
for the garden, occurring naturally in
seepage areas and streambanks in
partial shade and moist soil. It produces
large, rose-colored tubular two-lipped
flowers resembling turtle heads with
dark green foliage. Grows 2-4.

Bottle gentian
Gentiana andrewsii

When in full bloom, the unique dark
blue bottle-like flowers look like buds
about to open. Large bees strong
enough to force the petals open will
crawl inside to sip nectar and deposit
pollen. Growing 12-18" this late-
blooming wildflower prefers part shade
and moist soil.

Prairie sundrops
Oenothera pilosella

Bright yellow, showy fragrant flowers
grace this 2'tall, occasionally bushy
plant. Prefers full sun and moist
conditions, where it can spread. During
the 19th century, this was a popular
garden plant for good reason!

Narrowleaf mountain mint
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium

Slender, delicate, and occasionally
branched, this low mint (1-3’) features
clusters of white tubular flowers that are
attractive to many varieties of insects.
Easy to grow in full sun, it is well-
adapted to both moist and arid soils,
including sand.

Showy black-eyed susan
Rudbeckia fulgida var. speciosa

This disease-resistant selection of black-
eyed susan produces showy, golden
flowers on 18-30" plants. A garden
favorite, this fast-growing plant is tough
and long-blooming, preferring moist
soil and full sun. May self-sow readily.

Rosinweed

Silphium integrifolium

A 4-6'tall show-stopper perfect for a
prairie wildflower garden where it has
plenty of space in full sun. Produces

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 60 Years

Photo Credit: Robert H. Mohlenbrock, USDA NRCS, 1995. Northeast Wetland Flora: Field Office Guide to Plant Species

large 2-3" sunflower-like flowers mid-
summer to fall that give way to seeds
that birds relish. Adapts well to most
soils, preferring mesic to dry conditions.
Drought-tolerant and easy to grow, it
features fragrant rosin while in flower,
which was chewed like gum at one time.

Blue-stemmed goldenrod
Solidago caesia

One of a few shade-tolerant goldenrods,
this well-behaved woodland species has
elegant purple arching stems reaching
1-3" Clusters of small yellow flowers
appear in leaf axils and at the plant’s
top. Goldenrods are late bloomers: great
for multi-generation insects seeking
nutrition, and perfect for adding color

in the fall. Goldenrod pollen is heavy
and sticky and doesn't contribute to hay
fever, unlike airborne pollen.

Larger Perennials

(most available in 1gal containers)

Fragrant ladies’ tresses
Spiranthes cernua var. odorata

This gorgeous native orchid can be
grown in average to moist soil in shade,
or planted in bog gardens with full

sun. It blooms from late summer and
continues into fall with small, fragrant
hooded white flowers arranged in a
dense spiraled stalk 9-18" tall.

Goldenseal
Hydrastis canadensis

This herbaceous, woodland perennial
is prized in herbal medicine, deriving
its name from yellow rhizomes. Prefers
moist, rich soil and dappled sunlight.
Blooms in spring with small, charming
white flowers lacking petals. Becoming
uncommon due to habitat loss and
over-collecting for medicinal use (our
plants are from cultivated stock).

Bloodroot
Sanguinaria canadensis

A lovely, unique spring-blooming
wildflower commonly found in large
groups among rich, mesic woods.
Large, showy white flowers with yellow
stamens from bloom March-April,
followed by distinctly-lobed leaves. All
parts exude red-orange sap, historically
used as a dye. A wonderful addition to
woodland/native gardens. Becomes
dormant in the summer.

Sensitive fern
Onoclea sensibilis

So sensitive that its feelings will be
hurt if you choose to exclude it from
your charming garden, it prefers moist
to wet sites and spreads well (albeit

its sensitivity to frost). Can withstand
full sun if provided enough moisture.
Fertile fronds are woody, beaded, and
considerably decorative.

www.franklinswcd.org
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Container Shrubs

and Trees

(most available in 3gal containers)

Native dwarf bush honeysuckle
Diervilla lonicera

Okay, we know how this looks and we
have a staff bet riding on the number
of phone calls we receive about it. This
small, adaptable workhorse is our little-
known native bush honeysuckle (unlike
the nuisance Asian species). At just 3'x4,
this dwarf shrub bears tubular yellow
flowers attractive to hummingbirds.
Given its tendency to sucker, it is best
used as a small hedge or shrub border.
Good for stabilizing slopes and hillsides,
it does well in well-drained soil in full
sun to part shade.

Dwarf redtwig dogwood ‘Bergeson
Compact’
Cornus sericea cv. ‘Bergeson Compact’

Beautiful red-purple stems create great
winter color on this compact, dense
cultivar. Features clusters of white
flowers and fruit in late spring/early
summer, followed by nice fall color.

A very adaptable shrub to most soils,
including wet soils, this dogwood is an
excellent shrub for rain gardens.

Allegheny serviceberry
Amelanchier laevis

This small multi-trunked tree/tall shrub
has a mature height range of 15-25"
Prefers partly shaded sites. A nice
ornamental for home landscapes and

a good choice for bird enthusiasts, as it
bears small white flower clusters in early
spring, ripening to tasty dark berries for
avian species. Nice yellow, orange, and
red colors in the fall.

Frankly Speaking

Tree Packets

Choose from four themed tree packs.
Each pack contains ten total plants (5
types of plants, 2 seedlings of each type
of plant).

Fast Growing Pack: Red Oak, Red Maple,
River Birch, Tulip Poplar, Staghorn Sumac

These trees and shrubs vary in size and
form, but all grow fairly quick to replace
lost trees, fill gaps in your landscape,
and make quick strides for restoration
projects.

Shrub Pack: Wahoo Euonmyous, Pasture
Rose, Arrowood, Mapleleaf Viburnum, New

Jersey Tea

A varying selection of native shrubs,

all with different ornamental features
including flowers, fall color, and

fruits. Use the same species for hedge
borders, or choose some individually as
specimen plants.

Honeysuckle Replacement Pack: Gray
Dogwood, Smooth Sumac, Spicebush, Red

Twig Dogwood, Native Dwarf Honeysuckle

Exotic (non-native) bush honeysuckle
has infested much of our woodlands,
reducing biodiversity. Their berries,
while eaten and dispersed by birds,

are like M&Ms of the forest: they don't
provide the fat and nutrients necessary
for overwintering and migration.
Remove non-native honeysuckle and
plant these shrubs instead.

Ash Replacement Pack: White Oak, Bald
Cypress, Black Gum, Thornless Honeylocust,

Red Maple

The Ash Replacement Pack includes

a selection of hardy, medium-large
trees that are relatively fast-growing to
replace ash trees. Planting a variety of
species is a good defense against pests,
disease, and climate change.

*For a complete list of available items, see order
form below

Instructions for Tree Sale Ordering

1. Fill out the order form on pages 5 and 6 and return with check to Franklin
Soil and Water, 1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43212 or,
place your order online at www.franklinswcd.org.

Last day to order from the tree sale is Friday, April 8 at midnight.

3. Pick up your order at Ohio Division of Wildlife (1500 Dublin Road,
Columbus, 43215) Friday, April 29 (Arbor Day) from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00
p-m. or Saturday, April 30 from 8 a.m. to noon.

4. Arrange for someone to pick up your tree-sale items for you if you are
unavailable. Items from the tree sale that are not picked up during
pick-up hours will be donated to local nonprofits at noon on May 4.

5. ltisimportant to plant bare root seedlings immediately. Do not leave
them in your car or hot garage. Please read about proper tree planting on
our Web site, www.franklinswcd.org.

6. Conservation-grade, bare root seedlings are generally small, so a large-

capacity vehicle is not necessary.

7. There are no refunds.

Order early as there may be limited quantities of some plants. Your
payment will be refunded if a plant is unavailable.

9. Additional information and photos of trees, shrubs and perennials are
available on our Web site, www.franklinswcd.org.

10. The species we sell (except for edible landscaping) are Ohio natives or
cultivars, but may not be native to Franklin County.

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
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Tree & Shrub Bundles

--These trees and shrubs sold BARE ROOT--

Specialty Packets

(]
[
v
S
et
=
=
=
'S

Container Plants --
Trees & Shrubs

Container Plants --

Perennials

pg 5 Tree Sale Order Form (continued on page 6)
SPECIES SIZE PII:_IEC; l(:,:)R QUANTITY (Q) (g:sot)

Eastern white pine (Pinus strobus) evergreen tree 7-10" 25 trees for $15
Eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana) evergreen tree 10-16" 10 trees for $9
Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) broadleaf tree 12-18" 5 trees for $9
Fragrant sumac (Rhus aromatica) broadleaf shrub/tree 12-18" 5 trees for $9
Musclewood (Carpinus caroliniana) broadleaf tree 12-18" 5 trees for $9
Ohio buckeye (Aesculus glabra) broadleaf tree 12-18" 5 trees for $9
River birch (Betula nigra) broadleaf tree 18-24" 5 trees for $9
Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) broadleaf tree 18-24" 5 trees for $9
Native flowering raspberry (Rubus odoratus) broadleaf shrub 12-18" 5 shrubs for $9
Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) broadleaf shrub 12-18" 5 shrubs for $9
Ash Replacement - 10 trees, 2 of each species listed 12-18" 10 trees for $23

White oak, bald cypress, black gum, thornless honeylocust, red maple
Fast Growing - 10 trees, 2 of each species listed | 12-18" | 10 trees for $23

Red oak, red maple, river birch, tulip poplar, staghorn sumac
Honeysuckle replacement - 70 trees, 2 of each species listed | 12-18" | 10 shrubs for $23

Gray dogwood, smooth sumac, spicebush, red-twig dogwood, native dwarf bush honeysuckle

Shrub - 70 plants, 2 of each species listed |

12-18”

| 10 shrubs for $23

Eastern wahoo, pasture rose, arrowwood viburnum, mapleleaf viburnum, New Jersey tea

Apple Packet - 2 semi-dwarf trees, 1 of each variety listed 1/2"dia. 2 trees for $30
‘Honeycrisp’and ‘Pink Lady’ (EMLA 111 Rootstock)
Nectarine Tree - 1 standard tree 5/8"-3/4" dia. | 1 tree for $20
‘Fantasia’ (Lovell Rootstock)
Allegheny serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $20
Bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa) broadleaf tree 1 quart 1 tree for $10
Bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $20
Hoptree (Ptelea trifoliata) broadleaf tree 1 gallon 1 tree for $20
Northern catalpa (Catalpa speciosa) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $20
Pawpaw (Asimina triloba) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $25
Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $20
Swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $20
Sweet birch (Betula lenta) broadleaf tree 3 gallon 1 tree for $27
Sﬁl\?grljizhnc;t;aeorz;;klcr\}/?’\/iking’) broadleaf shrub SEEIlE U Snliierry
Z'nggzzigty:;z g\iglx(:g:sgrf ?:r;o;ag'?’? pect broadleaf shrub Sigallon Uil
Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis) 1 gallon 1 plant for $15
Fragrant ladies’ tresses (Spiranthes cernua var. odorata) 1 gallon 1 plant for $15
Goldenseal (Hydrastis canadensis) 1 gallon 1 plant for $15
Sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis) 1 gallon 1 plant for $15
Thick-leaved wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana) 1 quart 1 plant for $6.00
Blue-stemmed goldenrod (Solidago caesia) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50
Bottle gentian (Gentiana andrewsii) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50
Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50
Marsh milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50
Narrowleaf mountain mint (Pycnanthemum tenufolifolium) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

www.franklinswcd.org
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SPECIES SIZE P::_I: I\EI T:)R QUANTITY (Q) (ggg)

Nodding pink onion (Allium cernuum) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

Pink turtlehead (Chelone obliqua) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

. Prairie sundrops (Oenothera pilosella) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

‘E Rosinweed (Silphium integrifolium) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

£ Showy black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida var. speciosa) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

o ‘—; Spotted joe-pye weed (Eupatorium maculatum) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

-E E Sullivant’s milkweed (Asclepias sullivantii) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

"g % Whorled milkweed (Asclepias verticillatus) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50

(W Wild senna (Cassia hebecarpa) 2" pot 1 plant for $3.50
Native Ohio Prairie Wildflower Seed Mix (covers 200 sq. ft.) 1/4 ounce 1 packet for $7

GRASSES: Big bluestem, little bluestem, side-oats grama, Indian grass, nodding wild rye.
FORBS: Butterfly weed, smooth aster, partridge pea, purple coneflower, rattlesnake
master, dense blazingstar, bergamot, foxglove beardtongue, grey-headed coneflower,
black-eyed Susan, royal catchfly, Culver’s root, showy goldenrod, Ohio spiderwort,
ox-eye, baptisia.

Pollinator Wildflower Seed Mix (covers 100 sq. ft.) 1/8 ounce 1 packet for $7

NATIVE OHIO PERENNIALS: Eastern columbine, dense blazingstar, purple coneflower,
Riddell’s goldenrod, royal catchfly, bergamot, foxglove beardtongue, lance leaf
coreopsis, ox-eye, butterfly weed.

NATIVE AMERICAN ANNUALS: Black-eyed Susan, cosmos, scarlet sage, plains coreopsis.

Soil Test Kit 1 for $11.00

Seed Packs

Conducted by the Agricultural Analytical Services Laboratory at The Pennsylvania State
University. Includes instructions, soil sample bag, and mailing envelope. Customers receive
a standard analysis and report. Appropriate for farmers, homeowners, landscape
contractors, golf course superintendents, and ornamental nurserymen.

My tax-deductible contribution to the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Fund | $

My tree sale total cost | $

My name

My organization’s name

Complete address

Daytime phone number

E-mail address
(for pick-up reminders)

Remember to set aside some extra time and money as we will have small quantities of additional plants

and other items available for purchase during our regular tree sale pick-up hours.

*G=Gallon
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
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Landscaping Cont'd

consider installing a rain barrel to
capture rain water for later use in
your garden.

«  More is not always better. Apply
fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides
according to the label to ensure you
are applying them at the right time,
in the right amount, and in the right
place. Product that accidentally
lands on driveways and sidewalks
easily washes into our waterways.

« Bealazy gardener. Grass clippings
and mulched leaves left on your
lawn return nutrients to your grass
and improve soil structure. This is
especially important where topsoil-
and all its nutrients- has been
removed during construction.

« Reduce hard surfaces. Sidewalks,
driveways, and streets allow
water to flow into our streams,
carrying pollution and increasing
streambank erosion, which in turn
adds dirt (pollution) to the water.

«  Buffer water sources. Pay special
attention to protecting creeks,
ponds, and reservoirs. Plants along
the water’s edge help reduce water
pollution. If you have a stream on
your property, try to not mow up to
the stream’s edge.

« Keep yard waste out of streams
and storm drains. Not only can
it block water flow, but decaying
vegetation provides nutrients
for algal growth, and can take
oxygen out of the water. Practice
composting at home or with your
city instead.

Find lots of choices for your landscape
during this year’s plant sale. Hardy
perennials, a variety of edibles, and

a wide selection of native trees and
shrubs will be available. You will also
learn about our GreenSpot rebate
program that allows residents the
opportunity to purchase native plants, a
composting unit, or a rain barrel.

Fish Sale and Mini-Grant Information

Go Fish

The best time to stock your pond is when the water is cool in spring or fall, around 65
degrees or lower. Historically, we've sold our fish in the spring, but we've decided to
move the sale to a fall date for additional reasons backed by research. Spring weather
means cooler water, but also rising temperatures that correspond with bacteria, viruses,
and microorganisms. In autumn, these same harmful pathogens and parasites are
declining- meaning that fish generally survive the stress of moving to their new home.

Look for our fish sale in October!

Conservation Mini-Grant Applications
Now being accepted for 2016 through March 4

Each year, profits from the Franklin

Soil and Water annual meeting,

silent auction, tree sale, and affiliate
membership program are added to the
District’s Conservation Fund. This fund
supports the implementation of small
conservation projects throughout the
county through our Mini-Grant Program
and direct project funding.

The program funds up to three
applicants demonstrating the need

and ability to carry out on-the-ground
conservation projects. Remaining funds
are utilized throughout the year by
Franklin Soil and Water to implement
projects and programs, often in
coordination with our partners.

Applications will be accepted now
through March 4, 2016 and funds will be
awarded March 11, 2016. The program
is open to non-profit organizations

such as schools, watershed groups,
municipalities, community groups, and
civic associations, which may apply for

up to $1,500 in assistance.

Proposed projects must work

toward accomplishing the mission of
Franklin Soil and Water by promoting
responsible land use decisions for
the conservation, protection and
improvement of soil and water
resources.

Examples of past funded projects include:

«  Tree plantings

« Invasive species removal

+  Rain garden installations

«  Sediment and erosion control
«  Habitat improvement

- Stream clean-ups

Applications may be found at
www.franklinswcd.org and submitted
on-line or mailed in. Questions and
applications may be directed to Sara
Ernst, Conservation Implementation
Specialist, at sernst@franklinswcd.org or
(614) 486-9613.

Alton Creek, Before (top) and after (bottom) 8,000 trees were planted. Apply for a mini-grant today to make a difference!

*Not part of the mini-grant program--shown to demonstrate how tree plantings can affect the environment in Franklin County

www.franklinswcd.org
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John Moorehead

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

300,000 Trees by 2020

from page 2
on their property, we would reach our
5% canopy increase goal.

Consider joining a group, or taking
action by simply planting a tree in your
own backyard.

Here’s how:

«  Plant a tree and earn a rebate with
the Community Backyards Program.

«  Purchase a tree from the Franklin
Soil and Water Conservation District
Spring Tree Sale.

«  Donate a tree. The City has set up a
fund at the Columbus Foundation
where businesses and residents
can donate money toward tree
plantings in the community.

- Sign up for, or organize an event.

«  Track your tree plantings and help
Columbus reach their goal!

For more information about
Branch Out Columbus, please visit
www.columbus.gov/branchout.
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Past Mayor, Michael B. Coleman, at the groundbreaking of
BranchOut Columbus in 2015

Connect with your soil and water
conservation district:

«  On website:
www.franklinswcd.org

«  On Facebook:
FranklinSoilandWater

- On Twitter: @franklinswcd

- On YouTube: Franklin Soil and
Water Conservation District

«  Through print newsletters

«  Through e-newsletters



