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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

� Casual Attire  Picnic-Style 
Catered Dinner

� Get hands-on with our 
Augmented Reality Sandbox and 
visit with Columbus Zoo Animals!

Get Hands On with Conservation! 
At our 72nd Annual Meeting & Election, September 27th, 2018

Franklin Soil and Water’s 72nd Annual 
Meeting & Board of Supervisors’ Election 
is Thursday, September 27th, 2017 from 
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The event will be 
back at our office so we can get hands-
on with all things conservation! If you 
cannot join us for the evening event, 
this year’s meeting will also include 
an Open House from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Our office is located at 1404 
Goodale Blvd., Suite, 100, Columbus, 
Ohio 43212. 

This year we will be showcasing our 
new Augmented Reality Sandbox 
which will be used to teach students 
the importance of responsible land 
and water management. The Reality 
Sandbox was made possible through 
grant money and the help and support 
of the Franklin County Engineer’s office. 

Stop by at your convenience and 
enjoy time networking with fellow 
conservationists, local government 
staff, elected officials, Franklin County 
landowners, our staff and exploring 
different ways we connect to the public 
with hands-on conservation practices. 
Come play a round of Jumbo Jenga, 
challenge friends or coworkers to a 
game of Stormhole Cornhole, or bring 
your children to touch and feel real wild 
animals from the Columbus Zoo! 

RSVP is not required for the Open 
House but is for the evening portion. 
Registration will begin at 4:30 p.m. with 
a welcome speech and a picnic-style 
catered dinner planned for 6:00 p.m.. To 
purchase tickets visit: franklinswcd.org/
products/category/annual-meeting.  

				    Con’t, pg 2

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District is a champion for partnerships 
and shared services with local 
governments, watershed groups, 
businesses and other soil and water 
conservation districts. When it comes 
to protecting our water resources and 
preserving our stream corridors for 
future generations we all need to be 
part of the solution.  

Our goal is to bring our regional 
resources together and increase 
public awareness, mapping of natural 
resources, educational opportunities, 
and funding of conservation projects. 

HA
NDS-ON CONSERVATION

Working Together
	 Partnerships, Shared Services, and Community

With help from partners, community 
leaders and elected officials, we can 
work together in developing policies 
and programs that will Be The Change 
in Franklin County. 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District partners with 25 local 
governments, 6 watershed groups and 
non-profits, 50 businesses and 88 soil 
and water conservation districts. We 
also coordinate with state agencies to 
support mutual goals and efforts for 
conservation and clean water across 
Ohio. 

				    Con’t, pg 2

Thursday, September 27th, 2018
Open House 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Voting 8:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Main Event 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
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Working Together Con’tAnnual Meeting

Thank you to our Annual 
Meeting sponsors: 

3C Technology Solutions 
Franklin County Engineers 
Great Lakes Brewing Co.
Meijer
Ohio Turfgrass Foundation

Interested in Sponsoring our 
Annual Meeting? Please contact 
our office at (614) 486-9613. 

Con’t from page 1

We will present our Conservation 
Steward Awards and Educator of the 
Year Award at 6:30. A silent auction 
will be held all evening with bidding 
to end at 7:15 p.m. All proceeds 
from the auction will go towards our 
Conservation Fund which supports 
conservation projects all across 
Franklin County.  

In addition to highlighting important 
local conservation achievements of 
the past year, the annual meeting 
provides Franklin County residents the 
opportunity to vote for new members 
for our Board of Supervisors. Two 
supervisors will be elected this year. 
Information on voting and candidates 
can be found on page 5.  Contact 
our office for information on voter 
eligibility. 

To attend the Annual Meeting, 
complete the included registration 
form by September 17th and mail a 
check or invoice request with your 
registration form. Those who prefer 
to pay by credit card may register 
online at franklinswcd.org/products/
category/annual-meeting. 

Business Partnerships
We provide education and outreach to local businesses on reducing stormwater 
runoff pollution entering our streams. Businesses have the opportunity to take 
a voluntary pledge, committing their business to good water quality practices. 
In return, we acknowledge the businesses on our website, send them a window 
cling, and keep the business up-to-date on good stormwater practices. A total 
of 131 businesses are Water Quality Partners. In addition we have 6 lawn care 
partners promoting conservation messages through our Get Grassy program 
and 10 garden center and nursery partners promoting rain gardens and native 
plants through our Gardening for Clean Water Program.

Funding
With 24 local government working agreements we are able to pool resources 
and provide outstanding programs at a very affordable cost to local 
governments. Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District receives state match 
dollars on most local government funds, further adding to the value of shared 
resources. Additionally, we seek grant funding and business sponsors whenever 
possible to provide funding resources for our conservation work. Proceeds from 
our tree sale and annual meeting are used to maintain a conservation fund from 
which we provide cost share opportunities and mini grants to communities, 
students and non-profits for projects and research. In 2018 we plan to expand 
our fundraising efforts for our conservation fund through private fundraising 
to further increase our partnership efforts to get conservation on the ground. 
Whether you are a local government or business, consider joining our 
partnership effort with programmatic and financial support. 

Community & Local Government Partnerships
Reaching residents, landowners and developers with conservation programs 
is only possible through our partners.   We partner with 25 local governments,  
6 watershed groups and non-profits, 50 businesses and 10 soil and water 
conservation districts to bring our goal of creating conservation solutions 
to residents in Franklin County and Central Ohio.   Our partners provide 
support through funding and by spreading conservation information to a 
wider audience then we could on our own.   As a result we have promoted our 
programs across numerous offices, social media platforms and community 
newsletters.  By sharing resources with multiple partners we also have more 
funding and resources to be innovative with our messaging, participation 
incentives and outreach platforms.  Residents benefit from well targeted 
programs,  incentives, cost share and technical support.  
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You may also register online: https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/annual-meeting

2018 Annual Meeting Registration
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Get Hands on with Conservation and join us as we host our 72nd Annual Meeting and Board of 
Supervisors’ Election on September 27th, 2018 at Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Experience conservation hands on as we showcase our educational activities for all to enjoy. The 
evening will include a silent auction, food and drink, ice cream and our conservation awards. 

You may also cast your vote for new members of the five-person, publicly elected Franklin Soil and 
Water Board of Supervisors. Election rules and applications for absentee ballots can be found on our 
website.

All proceeds from the annual meeting and the silent auction go to Franklin Soil and Water’s 
Conservation Fund, which supports student, landowner and community conservation projects 
throughout the county. 

Hands On Conservation
September 27th, 2018 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Franklin Soil and Water • 1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus Ohio 43212

Name: _________________________________________

Organization: ___________________________________          Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________          City: ________________________

Email: _________________________________________          State: ________   Zip: __________

Please indicate the number of Annual Meeting tickets requested:	

Individual RSVP $20 _______		  Child (3yr-13yr) RSVP $10 ______   

(Please make check payable to Franklin Soil and Water) Total ticket cost:  $ ___________

Additional Guests Attending:   
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Send form with payment or invoice request to:  
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District 
1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus, Oh 43212 

Thank you to our 2018 Annual Meeting Sponsors! If you are interested in sponsoring our Annual Meeting, 
contact our office at (614) 486-9613 or visit https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/sponsorships. 
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2018 Board of Supervisors’ Election

Jessica D’Ambrosio is the current vice-chair of Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District 
Board of Supervisors and has been on the FSWCD Board since 2013. Jessica is the Western 
Lake Erie Project Director for The Nature Conservancy in Ohio, where she works with 
agriculture to keep farming productive and profitable while protecting Lake Erie and its 
tributaries. 

Jessica believes that we need to work collaboratively to establish a shared community vision 
and set of goals in order to protect the land and waters on which all life depends. Jessica has 
a MS in environmental science and a PhD in soil and water engineering from The Ohio State 
University. 

Get to know the candidates. Read their full bios online: 

Abigail Rhodebeck is the Outdoor Programs and Outreach Coordinator for REI Co-op in Central 
Ohio. In this role she manages the REI Community Grant program, is responsible for the delivery 
of all outdoor classes and events, as well as develops and cultivates relationships with local 
non-profits, clubs, and organizations. She serves on the board for Yay Bikes!, The Central Ohio 
Greenways (COG), and the Environmental Education Council of Ohio, and the OSU School 
Environment and Natural Resources Alumni Board.

A lifelong resident of Franklin County, Abby has a passion for serving her community and 
conserving natural resources. Abby holds a BS in Natural Resources and a MA in Public Policy 
and Management from The Ohio State University. 

Dr. Anuja Sriparameswaran is currently serving her first term as a Franklin Soil and Water Board 
Member and is running for re-election. Anuja is a board certified pediatrician at the department 
of Ambulatory Pediatrics at Nationwide Children’s Hospital and Clinical assistant professor of 
pediatrics at the OSU College of Medicine. She received her medical degree from The University 
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston and residency training in pediatrics at The University of 
Texas Medical School of Houston. 

Anuja is a strong advocate for the reduction of medical waste in Columbus Ohio. She is a 
member of Sierra Club and is an ardent supporter of the National Resources Conservation 
Service. She served as an active member of the FSWCD Associate Board before serving as a 
Board Supervisor. 

franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election-candidates

Visit franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election for information on the different ways you can vote!
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What is an Augmented Reality Sandbox?

Sponsorship opportunities still available! 
Contact our office at (614) 486-9613 or visit franklinswcd.org/products/category/sponsorships

The Franklin County Engineer’s Office and Franklin Soil and Water 
Conservation District will be rolling out a new hands-on conservation tool 
that we will get to use at local schools and public outreach events. The 
Augmented Reality Sandbox is a new digital tool that will be used as a 
discussion point on environmental issues and to display how watersheds 
work. A unique combination of sand and sensors, the sandbox uses a 
computer-generated image projected onto the sand to create dynamic 
topographic lines and colors at your own fingertips. 

This tool will be offered at outreach events and local schools within Franklin 
County to educate the public and students on stormwater issues, watersheds, 
point and non-point source pollution, engineering, and technology. The 
Augmented Reality Sandbox works well with the current Ohio education 
standards and will reach a variety of grade levels and age ranges. 

How will students use the Augmented Reality Sandbox? They simply move 
the sand around to create different geographic formations, from rolling Ohio 
hills to valleys or rivers. Students will be able to watch the water flow and 
collect over various watersheds to understand the importance of keeping our 
water clean and healthy. 

The Augmented Reality Sandbox is a result of the combined effort of The 
Franklin County Engineer’s office, Cornell Robertson and Katherine Radtke, 
and Franklin Soil and Water’s Education team, Katie Phillips and Linda Pettit.  
The Augmented Reality Sandbox was modeled after several sandboxes in the 
Ohio area including Delaware, Fairfield, and Warren County Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, and the Ohio Farm Bureau. 

We look forward to showcasing the sandbox at our Annual Meeting this year 
and bringing virtual environmental education into reality! 

Photos courtesy of Delaware Soil and Water 
Conservation District show their Augmented 
Reality Sandbox setup and in action. 

Thank You to Our Annual Meeting Sponsors
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Stormwater Runoff and Stream Erosion
When streams form, they establish 
a channel shape determined by the 
nature of the land over which they 
flow and the amount of water flowing 
through them.  Trees and ground cover 
in forested watersheds intercept much 
of the rain prior to draining to the 
stream.  By contrast, hard surfaces such 
as streets and rooftops allow the rain to 
drain very quickly to the nearest stream.

Water enters streams more quickly in 
urbanized areas. Water that used to go 
into the soil and enter the stream slowly 
through the ground runs off the hard 
surfaces, typically entering the stream 
quickly through storm sewer systems.  
With urbanization, stream flows have 
more power after rain events than prior 
to development and quickly rise with 
rain and fall quickly after the rain stops.  
As a result of this change in hydrology, 
the shape of stream channels change. 

The nature of that change is determined 
significantly by the land through which 
the stream flows.  The channel of a 
stream flowing across bedrock would 
likely change little.  Bedrock erodes 
slowly, so even with increased flows, 
there would be little impact on channel 
shape.  However, most streams in 
central Ohio flow through soils that do 
erode quickly and can react to increased 
stream flows dramatically.

National Stormwater Week will be taking place October 9-12 and to celebrate we will be working 
with partners to schedule fun and educational events (including tours and clean-ups) throughout 
the week.

If you are interested in participating, volunteering, or getting your events added to the calendar, 
please let us know! Contact our office at (614) 486-9613. 

Stormwater Week is Coming this Fall

Increased flows cause streams to cut 
downward and meander more widely.  
Streams typically develop increasingly 
higher and steeper banks as the stream 
channel adjusts to the new hydrology 
that comes with urbanization.  In 
addition, as these channels move more 
side to side, they undercut the higher 
and steeper banks, causing the banks to 
collapse.  Over several decades or even 
longer, the stream channel will adjust its 
size and materials to be in balance with 
the new hydrology. In the meantime, 
the stream shape is unstable and can 
change rapidly, depending on the 
nature of the land and the specifics of 
the new pattern of water flow.  

Protecting streams from excess erosion 
does not require development to stop, 
but it does require smart stormwater 
management practices. Simple steps 
such as not developing close to streams 
and protecting vegetative buffers 
around streams help to reduce the 
threat of property damage and erosion. 
Practices such as rain gardens, pervious 
pavement and protecting trees helps 
slow down and reduce the amount of 
water draining too quickly to streams. To 
learn more about rain gardens and the 
importance of plants visit: http://www.
centralohioraingardens.org

Photos top to bottom are local 
Franklin County streams that show the 
symptoms of changed hydrology. 



https://www.facebook.com/
franklinsoilandwater

https://twitter.com/franklinswcd

https://www.instagram.com/
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Connect With Us

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212

(614) 486-9613
www.franklinswcd.org

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43212

614.486.9613

2018 Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible, Chair

Jessica D’Ambrosio, Vice Chair 

Emily Weber, Treasurer

Susan Ashbrook

Anuja Sriparameswaran

Management
Jennifer Fish, Director

Josh Garver, Assistant Director

Kyle Wilson, Conservation Program 
Manager


