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Plant the Seed for Conservation
Thursday, September 19*, 2019

Open House 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Annual Meeting 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Networking « Buffet Dinner « Awards

Election 11:00 a.m.-7:30 p.m.

Thank you to our 2019 Annual
Meeting Sponsors:

Meijer

Franklin County Engineer
ScottsMiracle-Gro
3CTechnology Solutions
Aqua Doc Lake & Pond
Management

Interested in Sponsoring our
Annual Meeting? Contact our
office at (614) 486-9613.

Frankly Speaking

Planting
for

Conservation

with franklinswcd.org

Franklin Soil and Water’s 73" Annual
Meeting & Board of Supervisors’ Election
is Thursday, September 19*, 2019

from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The event is open to all partners,
communities, residents, and landowners
to come together and “plant the seed of
conservation”. If you cannot join us for
the evening event, this year’s meeting will
also include an open house from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Our office is located at
1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus,
Ohio 43212.

Stop by at your convenience and
enjoy time networking with fellow
conservationists, local government
staff, elected officials, Franklin County
landowners, our staff.

RSVP is not required for the open house
or to vote in the election, but tickets

are required for the evening portion.
Registration will begin at 4:30 p.m. with a
buffet style dinner ready by 5:00pm and

served until 7:00pm. A short welcome
speech along with awards will begin
at 6:00 p.m.. To purchase tickets visit:
franklinswcd.org/products/category/
annual-meeting.

In addition to highlighting important
local conservation achievements of the
past year, the annual meeting provides
Franklin County residents the opportunity
to vote for new members for our Board

of Supervisors. One supervisor will be
elected this year for a term starting
January 1, 2020. Information on voting
and candidates can be found on page 6.
Contact our office for information on voter
eligibility.

To attend the Annual Meeting, complete
the included registration form by
September 5" and mail a check or invoice
request with your registration form.
Those who prefer to pay by credit card
may register online at franklinswcd.org/

products/category/annual-meeting.

Election information can be found on page 6

Participate in Stormwater Awareness Week!

National Stormwater Awareness Week will be taking place October 20-26, 2019

and to celebrate we will be working with partners to promote fun and educational
events throughout the week. If you are interested in participating, contact your local
municipality or visit www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week-1.

If you have any ideas to share, let us know! (614) 486-9613 or share on social media.

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years
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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Stewardship Fund
at The Columbus Foundation

If we are going to protect our water resources in
Central Ohio successfully, we need long-term funding
sources for projects and programs to supplement local,
state, federal, and private grant programs.

- Jennifer Fish, Director
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Current Funds

Our Conservation Stewardship Fund at The Columbus Foundation needs
a minimum of $10,000 by November 15, 2019 to officially open. If you or
your business would like to donate, below are the available sponsorship
levels. Contact our office to become a sponsor and help us plant the seed 100%
of conservation in Franklin County!

1
$10,000 @

Purpose

To raise funds for the implementation of conservation projects targeted at improving water quality for the benefit of wildlife, recreation
and drinking water. While focused on water quality and rainwater runoff, these projects will also benefit wetlands, forestry, carbon offsets,
pollinators, native plants, and bird populations throughout Central Ohio. Projects will be focused on the reduction and treatment of water
runoff before it reaches our streams.

Area
The focus area of this fund will initially be Franklin County but may expand to projects throughout Central Ohio. Funding can be designated by
specific watersheds including the Big Darby Creek, Upper Scioto River, Olentangy River, Alum Creek, and Big Walnut Creek Watersheds.

Projects

Potential Conservation Fund projects eligible to receive funding support will include wetland and stream restoration, the creation or
enhancement of rain gardens, bioswales, stormwater basin retrofits, tree plantings, invasive species removal, installation of practices through
our community backyards program, and natural area protection through fee simple or conservation easement acquisition.

Management

Franklin SWCD will be the manager of these funds in partnership with The Columbus Foundation. Project implementation may be led by
other local governments or non-profits through coordination and oversight provided by Franklin SWCD. Franklin SWCD has a proven record
for responsible fund management as well as working well with partners. Each year the Board of Supervisors will authorize spending from the
Conservation Fund to ensure long term sustainability of funds as well as to ensure that funds are used according to the established purpose.

To learn more or to start supporting on-the-ground conservation projects in Central Ohio,
contact (614) 486-9613 or visit www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years
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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Conservation Implementation Specialist, Sara Ernst, checking
the progress of newly planted native vegetation in a rain garden.

Planting for Conservation

Franklin Soil and Water is determined to get more
conservation on the ground by increasing public awareness,
incentivizing conservation practices and encouraging local
governments to update their regulations and procedures to
better address stormwater. We are also securing more funds
to increase implementation of rain gardens, stormwater
practices, green infrastructure, stream buffer enhancement
and improve the quality of headwater streams. This is
important because the future in central Ohio is going to be
warmer, wetter, stormier, and more populated. Central Ohio
is one of the fastest developing communities in the nation
with a projection to add 1 million residents by 2050 (MORPC
and Columbus Dispatch (May 24, 2018)). This increase in
population is evident with exploding development in urban
areas, increased traffic and reduction in open space.

Climate predictions for the future include a continuing
increase in wetter springs, summer droughts, the pest
population, loss of species, and more dangerously, hot
days. According to the Great Lakes Integrated Science and
Assessment Center (GLISA) we have experienced almost

a 100% increase in the number of extreme precipitation
events since the mid 1950s. In 2018 we had a record rainfall
of 55.18 inches, just passing the 2011 record of 54.96
inches, as recorded at the John Glen International Airport.
Historically, the average yearly precipitation is 39.13 inches.
Based on GLISA modeling, by 2030 the climate in Columbus
will be comparable to southern lllinois, and by 2095 to
Arkansas. This increase in precipitation and record rainfall
will continue to challenge our stormwater systems, water
quality in our streams as well as threaten property and
public safety.

Stream Inserts being installed at a pilot project in
Reynoldsburg. Inserts are expected to improve habitat and
aquatic life in the stream while reducing bank erosion.

Community-wide leaders are working to improve recycling,
energy efficiency, air quality, local foods, declining bird and
bee populations, water quality, urban canopy and open
space. Here at Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District,
we are involved in finding and implementing resolutions
to many of these issues, with a focus of getting more
conservation on the ground. This year’s restoration of over
100 acres of wetlands and streams is well under way at our
property at Hellboranch Meadows. With support from FLOW
in the in the Olentangy and an Ohio EPA 319 grant in the
Big Walnut watershed staff installed instream practices to
mitigate pollution and reverse stream down cutting. Once
again this year we sold over 10,000 low cost plants and tree
seedlings and supported over 1,000 residents by providing
costshare for rain gardens, rain barrels, compost bins and
native plants.

While we are proud of our successes we will all need to do
more if we are going to ensure a better future for central
Ohio to meet an expanding population while preparing

for climate change. Please join us in raising conservation
stewardship funds, attending our annual meeting, voting

in our board election, following us on social media, and
helping to promote our work with residents, businesses and
communities to do more to get conservation on the ground.

www.franklinswcd.org
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Stream and Wetland Restoration at Hellbranch Meadows

Inching Closer to Completion Despite Record Rainfall

If you live anywhere in Central Ohio
you know one thing for sure, it has
been wet for the past year or so, very
wet. The effects of higher than normal
precipitation have been felt in many
ways and we at Franklin Soil and Water
have seen this first hand.

In March of 2018 we broke ground on a
multi-million dollar stream and wetland
restoration project at our 200 acre
Hellbranch Meadows property in the Big
Darby Creek Watershed. The project will
ultimately result in restoration of more
than 2,500 linear feet of Hellbranch Run,
the “daylighting” of a tributary stream,
creation and restoration of several acres
of floodplain and upland wetlands,
removal of invasive species, prairie
restoration, and the planting of approx.
5,000 native trees and shrubs. The plan
was for construction to move quickly.
Mass excavation of the floodplain

and wetlands was scheduled to take

a couple of months, construction of

the new channel and tributary would
soon follow, and then a majority of the
planting would take place in Fall of 2018
and Spring of 2019, resulting in the
project’s completion.

That was the plan, but sometimes
things do not go as planned. After a
quick start, the rain started falling. In the
beginning, the rainfall would result in

a loss of a day or two of work, nothing
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Mulching and installation of erosion control blankets (left photo) help the floodplain seed

mix take hold and result in a newly restored wetland and tree planting in an area that was

previously used for agriculture (above photo).

out of the ordinary; but a pattern
seemed to develop. A large rain event
would hit, shutting down construction,
things would begin to dry out over the
next two or three days, then just as
construction would resume yet another
storm would hit and once again hamper
progress. This pattern started roughly
in May of 2018 and unfortunately
continued through June of 2019. Rain
would fall, Hellbranch would rise and
flood its banks, and our stream and
wetland project would literally be
underwater.

Newly excavated floodplain inundated with
floodwaters from Hellbranch Run resulted in
lengthy delays in construction.

Fortunately, we may have finally turned
the corner (knock on wood). The
warmer temperatures and longer days
have allowed the saturated soils to dry
out, the majority of mass excavation

is complete allowing for easier water
management, and a few of the recent
storms have missed Hellbranch
Meadows all together.

Within the next couple of weeks,
Hellbranch Run will be turned loose
into its newly created channel featuring
riffles, pools, habitat structures, and

an accessible floodplain. A tile will be
removed resulting in the “daylighting”
of a tributary stream, and planting of
native vegetation will continue (to date
around 3,000 trees and shrub ranging
from 1 gallon container grown to 25'tall
transplants have been planted).

With a little cooperation from mother
nature, construction will wrap up in
late summer/ early fall of this year,
planting will be complete by spring of
2020, and by this time next year, on a
dry and sunny day, we will be giving

a tour of our newly completed stream
and wetland restoration project at
Hellbranch Run.

Finally!

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years
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Think Spring 2020

(Popular Conservation Mini-Grant Program to Open Early \W

Schools, watershed groups, municipalities, community groups, and civic associations can now start considering applying for a mini-
grant as soon as this fall. This allows a longer planning window and an opportunity to work with conservation staff to place plant
orders that coincide with our Annual Tree Sale.

Projects that will be considered include rainwater storage, stormwater mitigation, streambank stabilization, native landscaping,
invasive species removal, and habitat or soil improvement. Award amounts, previously available up to $1500, have increased to
$2000 for up to three organizations that meet Franklin Soil and Water's criteria. Nearly two dozen awardees have been able to put
conservation on the ground since 2013.

For more information and application dates will be posted on our website: www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants.

Deb Knapke, with the Governor’s Mansion, giving a guided Southeast, Inc., a 2018 mini-grant awardee for their native
tour of their new native habitat garden installed in 2016. and green space community garden.

Grasses for Rain Gardens, Erosion Control, Lawn Alternatives, and Prairie

As the market accommodates lawn-alternatives and “naturescaping” enthusiasts, we see grasses and their kin prove versatile in a
variety of habitats. Native grasses especially thrive in the heat of the summer with long, fibrous roots, and provide structure and
accent aside flowering perennials and evergreens. Sedges and rushes can be perfect for difficult spots such as damp shade, where
turfgrasses struggle. Low-maintenance plants that do well in your landscape, add a naturalistic touch to hard surfaces and built
structures, and provide habitat benefits over non-natives is a winning combination.

Franklin Soil and Water looks forward to offering a variety of grasses and grass-like plants to meet diverse needs in our 2020 plant
sale. Start planning now by removing turf and weeds, incorporating compost to improve poor soils, or considering where a rain
garden could capture your roof’s runoff. Learn more at www.centralohioraingardens.org.

Big bluestem is a tallgrass prairie species Gray’s sedge is pictured here as a Prairie dropseed is perhaps the most
whose flowering top is reminiscent of a monoculture in a rain garden, its mace-like ornamental and popular native grass, growing
turkey foot, hence its common name. seedhead an unusual decorative features. graceful mounds with aromatic seeds.
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2019 Board of Supervisors’ Election
Get to know the candidates. Additional election information can be found online:

www.franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election

In Ohio, soil and water conservation districts are administered by a board of five supervisors. Supervisors are elected to three-year
terms in public elections conducted by the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission. Supervisors volunteer their time, energy
and expertise. Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors’ public election will open August 29, 2019.

Franklin County residents, 18 years or older and a legal resident of the county, may cast one vote in the 2019 election. There are two
candidates running for one open seat in our 2019 election. Call our office for more information.

Registration is required to attend the Annual Meeting, but is not necessary to vote in the election. If interested in attending the
annual meeting and awards, complete the included registration form by September 12" and mail a check or invoice request with your
registration form. Those who prefer to pay by credit card may register online at franklinswcd.org/products/category/annual-meeting.

Chris Wible

Chris has served on the Board of Supervisors since 2014 and has served in the role of Board
Chairperson since 2015. He is the Co-Chair of the Ohio Federation of SWCD'’s Urban Networking
Committee that works with the 88 Districts across the state to promote stormwater management
and urban conservation efforts through the sharing of resources and expertise. He is actively
engaged with our conservation partners at the local, state, and federal levels to help ensure
FSWCD and its partners have the resources required to meet the needs of Franklin County
residents and businesses, to protect our soil and water resources.

Chris is a graduate of The Ohio University, where he received his B.S. (Microbiology), and Ashland
University where he received his M.B.A. He is the Technical Director at Rentokil Steritech,

the leading global provider of commercial and residential pest control services, where he is
responsible for developing service delivery protocols, associate training and development, and
supporting new lines of business.

Abigail Rhodebeck
a3 ; e Abby is the Outdoor Programs and Outreach Coordinator for REI Co-op in Central Ohio. She

manages the REI Community Grant program, develops and cultivates relationships with local

non-profits, clubs, and organizations, and is responsible for the delivery of all outdoor classes

and events as well. She serves on the board for Yay Bikes!, The Central Ohio Greenways (COG),

and the Environmental Education Council of Ohio, and the OSU School Environment and Natural

Resources Alumni Board. On the COG board she has served as Chair of the Partnership Committee

and Programming Committee and currently co-chairs the Marketing Committee.

A lifelong resident of Franklin County, Abby has a passion for serving her community and
conserving natural resources. Abby holds a BS in Natural Resources and a MA in Public Policy and
Management from The Ohio State University. Abby has been an active member of the Associate
Board in 2019, and is now seeking election to the Board of Supervisors.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for our Annual Meeting and Board of Supervisors’ Election
www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/sponsorships

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years

page 6



-
-
—
)
A
-
a
o
=
<
>
—
L
/9]
a
o
@)
—
D)
-+
=
)
c
9]
IS
9]
k=
v,
-
Q]
—
o

Creating Conservation Solutions for over 70 Years

page7

2019 Annual Meeting Registration

You may also register online: https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/annual-meeting

Join us for our 73" Annual Meeting and Board of Supervisors” Election, September 19, 2019 at
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District. The event is open to all partners, communities,
residents, and landowners to come together and “plant the seed for conservation”! The evening will
include networking, a silent auction, food and drink, and our conservation awards.

You may also cast your vote for one new member of the five-person, publicly elected Franklin Soil and
Water Board of Supervisors. Election rules and applications for absentee ballots can be found on our
website: www.franklinswed.org/board-of-supervisors-election

All proceeds from the annual meeting and the silent auction go to Franklin Soil and Water’s
Conservation Fund, which supports student, landowner and community conservation projects
throughout the county.

Planting for Conservation
September 19", 2019 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Franklin Soil and Water « 1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus Ohio 43212

Name:

Organization: Phone:

Address: City:

Email: State: Zip:

Please indicate the number of Annual Meeting tickets requested:
Individual RSVP $25 Child (3yr-13yr) RSVP $10
(Please make check payable to Franklin Soil and Water) Total ticket cost: $

Additional Guests Attending:

Please mail by September 12" or call our office. Send form with payment or invoice request to:

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100 I:l Please send invoice
Columbus, Oh 43212

Thank you to our 2019 Annual Meeting Sponsors! If you are interested in sponsoring our Annual Meeting,
contact our office at (614) 486-9613 or visit https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/sponsorships.

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District « 1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus OH 43212 « (614) 486-9613 « www.franklinswcd.org
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on a non-discriminatory basis.
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2018 Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible, Chair

Jessica D'’Ambrosio, Vice Chair
Emily Weber, Treasurer

Susan Ashbrook

Anuja Sriparameswaran

Management
Jennifer Fish, Director
Josh Garver, Assistant Director

Kyle Wilson, Conservation
Program Manager

COLUMBUS, OH
PERMIT NO. 1568

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Connect With Us

https://www.facebook.com/
franklinsoilandwater

1 Franklin Soil and Water — https://twitter.com/franklinswcd
Conservation District

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212

(6;4) Tj,f’_gmj https://www.instagram.com/
www.frankiinswed.org franklinsoilandwater/

Would you rather receive this newsletter electronically? Sign up for the e-Frankly Speaking and update your subscription!

www.franklinswcd.org/newsletter-signup
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