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During these challenging times, Ohioans 
have come together like none other 
and have become trailblazers nationally 
in the nation’s fight against COVID-19 
(Coronavirus). What makes this possible is 
the immense sense of pride of all Ohioans 
in putting the State before our regional 
differences. Sure, we love a good matchup 
between the Reds and the Indians, or 
between The Columbus Crew SC and FC 
Cincinnati, but we are always Buckeyes 
first.

In this spirit, during these hard times 
three Ohio SWCDs, Franklin, Cuyahoga, 
and Hamilton have come together in 
yet another initiative that breaks down 
regional differences and unites us through 
what we hold common – Community, 
Conservation, and the fact that we are 
all Ohioans. Here is an opportunity for 

people all over Ohio, the Nation, and 
the world to get a bird’s eye view of the 
conservation work that is happening 
in these three regions of Ohio. The 
meeting will be live on Zoom’s webinar 
platform and can be accessed from 
anywhere in the world with an internet 
connection. The proceedings will involve 
presentations, videos, and updates of all 
the ground-breaking work  being done in 
conservation. After the meeting, there will 
be a Facebook networking hour for  some 
social interaction. We hope you can join us 
on this amazing journey as we talk about 
conservation starting at the magnificent 
Lake Erie, flow past the Great Scioto River, 
and end up at the Southern shores of 
Ohio on the beautiful Ohio River.

Election information can be found on page 6

Community + Conservation + 3C’s
Thursday, October 22nd, 2020

Join Franklin, Cuyahoga & Hamilton 
SWCD for a 3C’s Virtual Event

Annual Meeting 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
After Hours Networking Event 

7:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Fall Plans 2

Stormwater Awareness 3

Importance of 
Conservation cont.

4

Swimming Pool 
Discharge
Electrofishing 

5

Board of Supervisors’ 
Election & Candidates

6

Annual Meeting 
Registration Form

7

Connect with FSWCD 8

Board of Supervisors’ Election

Absentee Voting 
September 2 - October 15, 2020

Community + Conservation + 3C’s
     Virtual Annual Meeting

The Importance of Conservation in 
Urban Environments
What do we mean when we say “urban 
conservation”? Urban conservation 
means connecting people to nature 
and investing in green infrastructure 
and conservation practices in 
our neighborhoods to help make 
communities more sustainable, resilient, 
and livable. Our nation’s cities are built 
on lands and water systems that are 
connected to larger natural areas. The 
health and security of that land and water 
is vital for a city’s economy and the well-
being of its residents. Rapid urban growth 
most often comes at the expense of fish 
and wildlife habitat, working lands, and 
the rural character of a region. Mega-city 
expansion can consume ecologically 
important lands such as wetlands, forests, 
grasslands, and other ecosystem types. 

That is why it is more important than ever 
to develop a shared, long-term vision and 
stormwater management practices in 
urban environments.

Almost 82% of Americans now live in 
urban areas (The Conservation Fund). In 
our cities, the effects of climate change, 
population growth, and development are 
putting added stress on our urban water 
resources. In order to meet the growing 
demands for clean water, food, wildlife 
management, and biodiversity, cities (and 
the residents themselves!) must find ways 
to practice and implement sustainable 
land-uses. Conservation practices are 
needed now more than ever, but we need 
to be realistic and balance the needs of 
residents and conservation. So, how can 
that goal be accomplished? 

Cont. page 4

www.franklinswcd.org
https://www.franklinswcd.org/annual-meeting
https://www.franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election
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Participate in the 3rd Annual Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week

Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week will be taking place October 18-24, 2020 and to celebrate we will be working with partners to 
promote fun and educational events throughout the week that can be done practicing safe social distancing. If you are interested in 
participating, contact your local municipality or visit www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week.

If you have any ideas to share, let us know! (614) 486-9613 or share on social media.

Fall Is In the Air

Milkweed Collection
The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative and Franklin SWCD are calling on Ohioans to help monarch migration by collecting Milkweed 
pods. Milkweed is the only host plant for Monarch butterfly for egg laying and caterpillar rearing. It also serves as a food source for 
Monarchs as well as many other pollinator species. 

The disappearance of milkweed across the U.S. has contributed to the 80% decline of the eastern 
monarch butterfly population over the last 20 years. We are working hard to change this, and you 
can help! Since the project began in 2015, volunteers have collected over 5,000 gallons of common 
milkweed seed pods, totaling over 22 million seeds. The seeds are sown by ODOT onto “conservation 
corridors”, designated areas along highways that are planted with native prairie perennials. Let’s 
make 2020 our best collection year yet by following these simple tips-

• Before you collect seed, become familiar with common milkweed to avoid harvesting pods from 
similar plants (such as thelp dogbane and swamp milkweed).

• It’s best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey, or brown. It is important to check this. If the 
center seam pops with gentle pressure, they can be harvested. 

• Store the pods in paper bags; plastic bags collect unwanted moisture. 
• Put the date and county collected on the bag when you turn them in.
• Keep the pods in a cool, dry area until you can deliver them to the nearest collection site (we will 

have a collection bin outside our office!)
• Leave some pods (10-25%) on the plants so that seeds have a chance to naturally disperse and do 

their job as an important food source for milkweeds bugs and other critters. 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Stewardship Fund
   Help Us Raise Funds the entire Month of October!

Along with our Annual Meeting, we will be fundraising for our Conservation Stewardship Fund the entire month of October. Our goal 
is to raise the most amount of funds among the 3 districts. The goal of our Conservation Stewardship Fund is to raise money for the 
implementation of conservation projects targeted at improving water quality for the benefit of wildlife, recreation and drinking water. 
While focused on water quality and rainwater runoff, these projects will also benefit wetlands, forestry, carbon offsets, pollinators, native 
plants, and bird populations throughout Central Ohio. Projects will be focused on the reduction and treatment of water runoff before it 
reaches our streams.

To learn more or to start supporting on-the-ground conservation projects in Central Ohio, 
contact (614) 486-9613 or visit www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund

http://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week-1
http://www.ophi.info/
http://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund
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A storm drain that needs to be 
cleared of fall leaves

Experts believe that almost 70% of the pollution in our rivers and lakes is carried there by 
stormwater runoff. Stormwater can also cause erosion and flooding. Water contaminated 
with sediment and pollution takes more money to treat before it can be used for drinking 
water. Imagine a world without clean water? This why education and awareness about 
stormwater runoff is important for all residents. 

Stormwater Awareness Week offers central Ohioans an opportunity to learn how they 
can take small actions to make a big impact right here in Franklin County and anyone 
can participate, residents, municipalities, townships, schools, watershed, or community 
groups, and more! So, how can you get involved? 

• Attend or set-up a socially distanced community or neighborhood clean-up         
(litter, streams, stormwater ponds, etc)

• Clear storm-drains of leaf debris in your neighborhood

• Plant native trees & plants in your garden or with a local community group

• Install or DIY a rain barrel to catch stormwater runoff

• Build a rain garden on your property

• Attend an educational workshops or tours (residents/businesses/contractors)

• Check the weather report before applying fertilizer to your lawn or any oil or 
chemicals to driveways and sidewalks. This will protect the environment and your 
pocketbook.

• Make sure lawns have 3-4 inches of topsoil under the grass. This will reduce runoff, as 
well as make lawns easier to maintain.

• Always pick up and properly dispose of pet waste

• Businesses can participate in Stormwater Week too! Visit www.franklinswcd.org/
water-quality-partner-program

How much do you know about clean water? Take a quiz with Be The Change for Clean Water-
www.bethechangeforcleanwater.org

Plan a family or community tree 
planting event

There is so much we can do for clean water in Franklin County and Central Ohio. Please take a moment at home and at work 
during the week of October 18-24, 2020, to make your family and co-workers aware of what they can do to make Franklin 
County and Central Ohio a great place to live, work and play. 

Clean Streams Start With You!

https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week
http://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
http://www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-program
http://www.bethechangeforcleanwater.org
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Importance of Urban Conservation (cont.)
Your landscape can make a measurable difference by improving 
water and air quality. Stormwater runoff is a major cause of water 
pollution in urban areas. When rain falls on our roofs, streets, and 
parking lots in cities and their suburbs, the water cannot soak 
into the ground as it should. Stormwater drains through gutters, 
storm sewers, and other engineered collection systems and is 
discharged into nearby water bodies. Higher flows resulting from 
heavy rains can also cause erosion and flooding in urban streams, 
damaging habitat, property, and infrastructure.

When rain falls in natural undeveloped areas, the water is 
absorbed and filtered by soil and plants. Stormwater runoff is 
cleaner and less of a problem. In developed urban environments, 
the stormwater runoff carries trash, bacteria, heavy metals, and 
other pollutants from the urban landscape. By implementing 
green infrastructure practices, residents can all be a part of the 
solution to urban stormwater pollution. 

So, What is Green Infrastructure? 

Green infrastructure is a cost-effective, resilient 
approach to managing wet weather impacts 
that provides many community benefits. It uses 
vegetation, soil, and other elements and practices 
to restore some of the natural processes required 
to manage water and create healthier urban 
environments (EPA.gov). Traditional gray stormwater 
infrastructure (conventional piped drainage and 
water treatment systems), is designed to move urban 
stormwater away from the built environment, while 
green infrastructure reduces and treats stormwater 
at its source, delivering environmental, social, and 
economic benefits. Examples of green infrastructure 
include: 

• Urban Tree Canopy
• Rain Gardens or Bioswales
• Rainwater Harvesting (Rain Barrels!)

By installing more green infrastructure in Franklin County we can better coexist with nature and keep our water clean! 

• Permeable Pavements
• Green Roofs
• Blue Roofs (Stormwater 

Collection)

• Composting
• Stormwater Inlets
• Stream Buffers
• Land Conservation

Permeable Pavement 
(Canal Winchester, Ohio)

Green Roof
(Dublin, Ohio)

Stormwater Island Inlets
(Upper Arlington, Ohio)



Educators participating in the Wading Thru Watersheds Educator 
Workshop had an electrifying experience this summer as we took to a 
local river to learn about fish species.  Using a sampling technique called 
electrofishing, Research Director, Chris Yoder, and his staff at Midwest 
Biodiversity Institute (MBI), led this scientific field survey aimed at 
connecting classroom content to biological communities found right 
here in central Ohio.  For the purposes of MBI’s work, electrofishing is a 
fish survey that is part of a more comprehensive aquatic bioassessment.  
These bioassessments provide insight into all aspects of the health of 
aquatic habitats using comprehensive analysis of biological, habitat 
and water quality data.  With regards to the teacher workshop, this was 
an opportunity to connect educators directly to scientists to discover 
how this field experience could be used to bring a real-world context 
to content taught in the classroom.  Electrofishing allows for the close 
observation of many fish at one time.  Because of this, various topics 
aligned to curriculum standards – fish identification, fish form and 
function, significance of fish diversity, life history information, roles of 
different fish species within the ecosystem and environmental careers – 
were explored with participants.  We hope that this experience provided 
participating educators with new tools in their teaching toolbox to 
make meaningful connections between classroom content and our local 
environment.  

We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to Chris, Mackenzie and Matt 
from Midwest Biodiversity Institute who shared their time, expertise and 
passion for the work they do, thank you!
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Electrofishing

We are sometimes asked, “Can a pool be drained into the yard or street?”  The answer depends on what’s in the water. 

Swimming Pool Discharge

FALL FISH STOCKING

While we are not having a Fall Fish Sale this year, Union and Delaware SWCD are both accepting 
orders for various species to be picked up in Mid-October. Below are details!

Delaware County- Order by October 2- https://soilandwater.co.delaware.oh.us/
Union County- Order by October 9- https://www.unioncountyohio.gov/fish-sale

• Chlorinated pool water cannot be discharged into the municipal storm water system, based 
on the NPDES permit conditions and many municipal ordinance. It can be discharged onto 
private property, as long as it stays on private property and doesn’t find its way to State 
waters or cause nuisance problems with neighbors. 

• De-chlorinated pool water can be discharged to the nearest storm water system based on 
NPDES permit conditions but municipal ordinance may not make the distinction, so first 
check with your local zoning office. 

• Salt water pools may have a salinity of 3000 ppm (about equivalent to the saline solution used 
for contact lenses), and cannot be discharged to the storm water system. Discharging this 
to your lawn may not affect it the first time, but salt will accumulate in the soil over time and 
eventually degrade the soil conditions and the ability to grow turf. Salt water pools should be 
discharged to the sanitary sewer system or properly disposed by a licensed contractor. 

Participants watch electrofishing in action

Bringing in fish samples for identification. All fish were 
released following
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In Ohio, Soil and Water Conservation Districts are administered by a board of five supervisors. Supervisors are elected to three-year 
terms in public elections conducted by the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission. Supervisors volunteer their time, energy 
and expertise. Our Board of Supervisors’ public election will be open September 2  until October 15, 2020. 

The Board of Supervisors’ Election is normally held in conjunction with our Annual Meeting. For the health and safety of the public 
and our staff, our Annual Meeting has been rescheduled as an online event. Therefore, we will only be accepting absentee voting for 
the 2020 election. Below are the three candidates running for two open seats.  Full biographies can be found online. 

2020 Board of Supervisors’ Election
Get to know the candidates. Additional election information can be found online:

www.franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election

ELLIE NOWELS
-Graduate of Columbus College of Art & Design

-Owner of Centipede Graphics, LLC. Freelance print and web designer

-Volunteer with Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed (FLOW)

-New member of Wild Ones

-Passionate about organic Gardening, growing and sharing native plants, raising & releasing monarch 
butterflies, pollinator gardens and “Citizen Science” projects. 

ABIGAIL RHODEBECK
-Current Board Member. Acting Board Treasurer & Fiscal Agent.

-Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources, Master’s in Public Policy and Management from The Ohio State 
University

-Outdoor Programs & Outreach Coordinator for REI Co-op in Central Ohio, where she manages the REI 
Community Grant Program.

-Sits on the Board of Directors for Yay Bikes!, and The Central Ohio Greenways (COG).

-Passionate about serving her community and advocating for the protection and conservation of natural 
resources.

KAREN SEIDEL
-Franklin Soil and Water Associate Board Member

-Bachelor of Science in Biology

-Spent 15 years with The Nature Conservancy as a Land and Projects Manager

-Background in Land and Invasive Species Management & Restoration, Project Management, and 
Fundraising

-Formed the Central Ohio Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (COPRISM) in 2017. 
Continues as voluntary facilitator.

-Passionate about nature, the environment, and social justice. 

http://www.franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election
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https://www.facebook.com/
franklinsoilandwater

https://twitter.com/franklinswcd

https://www.instagram.com/
franklinsoilandwater/
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Connect With Us

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212

(614) 486-9613
www.franklinswcd.org

2020 Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible, Chair

Jessica D’Ambrosio, Vice Chair 

Abigail Rhodebeck, Treasurer

Marty Wicks

Maureen Lorenz

Management
Jennifer Fish, Director

Josh Garver, Assistant Director

Kyle Wilson, Conservation                                        
                        Program Manager

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43212
(614) 486-9613 •  www.franklinswcd.org

Would you rather receive this newsletter electronically? Sign up for the e-Frankly Speaking and update your subscription!
www.franklinswcd.org/newsletter-signup

https://www.facebook.com/franklinsoilandwater
https://www.facebook.com/franklinsoilandwater
https://www.instagram.com/franklinsoilandwater/
https://www.instagram.com/franklinsoilandwater/
http://www.franklinswcd.org/newsletter-signup

