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Warmer, wetter years are forecast for Central Ohio, testing the ability of our region 
to thrive and protect water resources. Green infrastructure is increasingly seen as 
the environmentally safe, cost-efficient, appropriate way to mitigate stormwater 
runoff while addressing dated infrastructure, improving water quality, and protecting 
places and people. It is generally defined as measures that use plant and soil systems, 
permeable surfaces, water recycling, and landscaping to store, infiltrate, and evaporate 
stormwater to reduce flows to sewers and surface waters. 

We aren’t alone in the challenge to protect our waterways from contamination.  
Contractors, businesses, and developers around the nation are looking to funding, 
retrofit opportunities, and policies that both satisfy EPA’s water quality regulations 
and improve their communities. Locally, Blueprint Columbus is using a combination 
of “gray” and green strategies to address sewer overflows and improve water quality 
by rehabilitating sanitary sewers and redirecting residential runoff to bioretention 
rain gardens. So far, initial results from the 415 Clintonville-area gardens show their 
effectiveness in reducing runoff, and the Ohio State University is monitoring the 
gardens’ economic, environmental, and behavioral impacts on neighborhoods over the 
next few years.  
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2020 TREE SALE DATES!

Online Ordering Begins: January 10
Order by:  March 29
Pick Up:  April 17 & 18

Order online at 
www.franklinswcd.org/products

Or fill out & mail  order form to:
1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212

The 2020 Spring Tree and Plant Sale is Now Open!
www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale

Green Infrastructure Coming to      
Neighborhoods Near You

Did you know our tree sale is 55 years old? To continue with this spring tradition of ours,  you 
will find information in this newsletter about our annual sale and low-cost native seedlings, 
perennials, fruit trees, and more. Learn how to widen your stream buffer with live stakes, mow 
less by selecting from seven alternative lawn grasses or sedges, and host pollinators (and the 
birds they feed) year-round by choosing perennial blooms for every season.  

Cont. on page 5

Examples of the innovative rain gardens Columbus Blueprint has 
installed in Clintonville to help eliminate sanitary sewer overflows.

www.franklinswcd.org
http://www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale
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Director Jennifer Fish with Franklin County Commissioners 
and Franklin County Engineer, Cornell Robertson, signing 
the Stormwater Awareness Week recognition. 

Conservation Stewardship Fund

If we are going to protect our water resources in Central Ohio successfully, we need long term 
funding sources for projects and programs to supplement local, state, federal, and private 
grant programs. Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District has joined that initiative by 
creating our Conservation Stewardship Fund through the Columbus Foundation. 

The purpose of our Conservation Stewardship Fund is to raise money for the implementation 
of conservation projects targeted to improving water quality for the benefit of wildlife, 
recreation and drinking water. While focused on water quality and rainwater runoff, these 
projects will also benefit wetlands, forestry, carbon offsets, pollinators, native plants, and bird 
populations throughout Central Ohio. Each year, Franklin SWCD Board of supervisors will 
approve funding for conservation projects that ensure long-term sustainability. 

H2Ohio
Speaking of clean water, have you heard about Governor Mike DeWine’s H2Ohio initiative to ensure safe and clean water for all 
Ohioans? Ohio is currently in the midst of many water quality challenges. In particular, high levels of nitrates and phosphorus 
producing harmful algal blooms, driven by nonpoint source runoff across large areas of the state. H2Ohio is an investment in 
targeted solutions like increased implementation of agricultural best practices, the creation of wetlands, improving wastewater 
infrastructure, replacing failing home septic systems, and preventing lead contamination in high-risk schools. 

Over the next two years H2Ohio will provide $172 million in funding, 
with $86 million being shared between the Ohio Department of 
Resources, the Ohio Department of Agriculture, and to the Ohio 
Environmental Protection agency for watershed planning, scientific 
research, and community projects. H2Ohio represents addressing 
water quality problems for Ohio’s communities that rely on clean 
drinking water and wastewater infrastructure for public health, high 
quality of life, and economic vitality. 

Be The Change for Clean Water
When it comes to protecting our water resources we all need to be part of 
the solution. Whether you are concerned about water pollution, participate 
in outdoor recreation activities, interested in volunteering, want to protect 
local wildlife, wish to join community leaders in developing policies and 
programs, or need to know how to properly dispose of hazardous waste, we 
can all Be the Change for Clean Water in Ohio. 

Be The Change for Clean Water is a regional coalition of ten county Soil 
and Water Districts and a multitude of partners committed to providing 
education, resources, and opportunities to make it easier for all Central Ohio 
residents to Be the Change for Clean Water. How much do you know about 
clean water? Take our quiz: www.bethechangeforcleanwater.org. 

Ohio’s Solutions for Clean Water

Funding for projects is 
made possible through 
donations and proceeds 
from our Spring Plant 
Sale and Annual Meeting.

Additional details and 
a link to donate can 
be found by visiting: 
www.franklinswcd.org/
conservation-fund

http://www.bethechangeforcleanwater.org
http://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund
http://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund
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Stream Inserts Making Waves (In the News)

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District has piloted a 
method of stream restoration that costs just one-tenth that 
of traditional approaches. This low-cost practice addresses 
erosion, pollution, and poor habitat that commonly impair 
streams located in highly developed areas. The restoration 
approach involves installing structures that mimic leaky 
beaver dams. Referred to as stream inserts or bio-reactors, 
they filter and oxygenate creek water, increase groundwater 
storage along streambanks, reduce erosion, and enhance 
pools and riffles in the streams.  

With support from two Ohio EPA grants which are funded 
through USEPA’s 319 program, Franklin Soil and Water is 
implementing two projects in eastern Franklin County.  The 
first stream project is being implemented in partnership 
with the City of Reynoldsburg and Columbus Recreation and 
Parks.  It features twenty two inserts and is located in the 
Creekstone subdivision on headwater streams of Dysart Run. 
The second includes another eighteen inserts installed on an 

Benefitting our Creeks with Live Stakes

Urban Conservationist, David Reutter, and Conservation Program 
Manager, Kyle Wilson, explaining the concept and benefits of stream 
inserts during an interview with WOSU NPR news. 

unnamed tributary of Blacklick Creek in the Willow Brook Crossing subdivision in partnership with Jefferson Township with support 
from the Willow Brook Crossing HOA.  

Planting trees and shrubs and removing invasive vegetation along the insert streams will also be important components of the 
projects.  Trees and shrubs help protect streams by holding soil in place along their banks, protecting their water quality, keeping 
the water cool by offering shade (which also limits algae growth), and providing food and habitat for aquatic organisms.  Invasive 
vegetation does not have the same benefits for creeks and animals as stream-friendly, woody vegetation that is native to the area.

If you live along a creek, planting and/or protecting a buffer of native trees, shrubs and perennials along that waterway is an especially 
important way of caring for the stream. Planting live stakes is a quick and easy solution.  These stakes are dormant but root quickly, 
stabilizing soil and reducing erosion . This year we’re offering 3 species of live stakes (5 for $12): buttonbush, pussy willow, and silky 
dogwood.  For more information on planting live stakes visit: www.franklinswcd.org/data/doc_lib/1268/LIVE%20STAKES.pdf

Buttonbush

Lovely, easily grown as long as the site 
is not dry, making it a must-have for 
rain gardens, wetlands, wet meadows, 
or stream bank installations. Fragrant 
flowers grow June-August. 

Pussy Willow

Fast-growing, multi-branched shrub 
does best in moist to wet environments. 
Prefers full sun, but does not tolerate 
drought. Great for large rain gardens. 

Silky Dogwood

Medium-sized deciduous shrub is a 
good selection for moist woodlands, 
naturalized areas, along steams/ponds 
or for erosion control.  Tiny flowers bloom 
in late spring to early summer. 

http://www.franklinswcd.org/data/doc_lib/1268/LIVE%20STAKES.pdf
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Conservation Mini-Grant Program Summary 
Apply for a 2020 Mini-Grant today!

2019 Mini Grant Awardees & Projects
• City of Gahanna Department of Parks and Recreation: West Side 

Park native habitat install

• Clinton Township: Native Plantings in two community pocket parks

• Ecole Kenwood Parent Teacher Organization: Dry stream bed and 
mini-wetland outdoor classroom

• South Eastmoor Civic Association: Park sign pollinator plot

Franklin Soil and Water’s annual Conservation Mini-Grant program 
offers up to $2000 to three non-profits that demonstrate the need and 
ability to carry out on-the-ground conservation projects. Nearly 30 
organizations have been awarded full or partial funding since 2013. 
Remaining funds are utilized throughout the year by Franklin Soil and 
Water for projects and programs, many times in coordination with 
partners.

The Mini-Grant program is supported by the District’s Conservation 
Fund, a pool of operational fees and proceeds from fund-raising events 
including its Annual Meeting and Spring Conservation Tree  & Plant Sale.

Who Can Apply?
Franklin County, Ohio non-profit organizations such as schools, watershed groups, municipalities, community groups (including 
governing bodies and associations such as HOA’s and condo associations) and civic associations may apply. Only one application 
per organization is accepted, and previously-awarded group may not apply in consecutive years. For additional details, visit: 

www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants

http://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants
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Green Infrastructure Cont.

Gardening for Clean Water
Find your rain garden plants at one of ten local nurseries that participate in our 
Gardening for Clean Water program. Every year, we strive to improve designs 
and resources, and last year, our small placards featured plant names on the 
front and a sketch of different garden zones on the back. There are about fifty 
rain garden shrubs and plants we locate and mark at nurseries annually in an 
ever-changing effort to keep pace with the green industry. Nurseries receive free 
outreach materials and training to help them address customer questions related 
to conservation, water on or around their property, and how to participate in our 
$50 Community Backyards voucher program.

Reign in Rooftop Rain
Nearly any residential property can accommodate a rain garden, with the goal 
to intercept water flow and use it as a resource before it leaves a property. 
These temporary, shallow catchments are fed by runoff from hard surfaces 
including roofs, driveways, and sidewalks. With compacted, hard clay commonly 
encountered, loosening the soil by double digging or amending is helpful to 
ensure good drainage. Rain gardens will be periodically wet and dry. Appropriate 
plants are those that generally appreciate some moisture most of the time, but 
will adapt to periodic drought when established. Size and depth is ultimately 
based off drainage area and soil’s ability to draw water down within 48 hours, 
but they are generally 6-9” deep and can be as little as 60 square feet (this would 
capture about a quarter of a typical rooftop) or as large as 300 square feet. 

Financial & Technical Assistance Available 
Those fortunate enough to currently reside in Gahanna, New Albany, 
Reynoldsburg, Obetz, Westerville may also receive up to $250 toward the cost of 
installing their rain garden once their plan and site are approved. Don’t live here? 
Give us a call and we’ll see how we can help.  

We Want Your Input!
Finally, we’d like to hear from you. What resources would you find helpful when 
planning your stormwater-friendly landscape? We’re interested in your input as 
we plan ahead and are inviting readers to take a survey at this link:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/PZDXGBQ

Homeowners too are paying attention to changes on their own property, especially in light of last year’s record-breaking rainfall, 
and increasingly urgent reports of invasive species, climate change, and bird and pollinator decline. More are looking for low-
input, resilient gardens and landscapes while still struggling to meet aesthetic desires and local code. Local businesses know their 
reputation for sustainability is good for their bottom line- not only is the customer right, but the customer is increasingly vocal! To 
that end, Franklin Soil and Water strives to meet employers, partners, gardeners, and residents where they are. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PZDXGBQ
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Plant and Tree Sale Highlights

Compass Plant

Purple Trillium

Rough Blazing Star

Mountain Mint

 Rosy Sedge

Introducing our featured 2020 plant selections! Keep in mind that because 
our plant sale is early in the spring, some plants may still be dormant 
(leafless), but rest assured their root systems are alive and leaves will emerge 
once warmer temperatures arrive. Most of our perennials come in 2”x2”x4” 
pots, with several species with larger root systems being sold in 1 gallon 
containers. Bareroot trees and shrubs are around 1-3 years old and are a 
more cost-effective option than container trees. Edible plants are available 
again this year, as well as mushroom kits and live stakes. A complete list of 
available species and an order form can be found on pages 9-11. 

2020 Annual Spring Tree & Plant Sale
For a complete tree and plant list, along with a detailed description and 
to order online visit: www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale 

 Blue Grama Grass

Found in dry prairies and 
sandy savannas, this late 
summer bloomer attracts 
loads of butterflies with 
its 1” long spikes and small 
pink flowers. Wildlife relish 
the seeds in late summer. 

Deeply rooted plant 
takes a little more time to 
mature than others, but will 
produce numerous yellow 
daisies along a five to ten 
foot stalk once mature. 
Prefers well-drained soils. 

Greet spring this April with 
low-growing,ephemeral 
perennial. Triple-petaled, 
triple-leafed crimson lily 
with upright petals grows 
in moist woods in dappled 
shade. 

Aromatic, hardy clumping 
pollinator superstar. 
Spreads to 3’x 3’ in full 
sun, preferring medium-
moist soil. Plants en mass 
are strikingly blue-silver. 

Adaptable clump-forming 
sedge of dry-mesic 
understory woods, with 
fine thin leaves at 1’. 
Recommended for rain 
gardens, groundcover, or 
lawn alternative.

1-3’ tall popular drought-
tolerant cultivar with 
charming, long-lasting 
horizontal seedheads. 
Recommended for erosion 
control, green roofs, or 
meadow/prairie plantings. 

‘Blonde 
Ambition’
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Fruit & Berries
The fun of harvesting your own fruit to create homemade 
treats for yourself or others makes growing fruit trees and 
berries rewarding in many ways. 

This year’s hardy & vigorous selections include bare root 
bundles of ‘Natchez’ Thornless Blackberry, ‘Caroline’ Red 
Raspberry, and 2 semi-dwarf apple trees (Galarina & Golden 
Delicious).  Learn more about each online.

Medium-sized shrub at 
about 6’ x 6-8’. This hardy 
Ohio-native blooms in 
early spring. White flower 
clusters, followed with 
large, edible fruit. 

Summersweet

Ohio Buckeye

Common Witchhazel

Red Cedar

Black Gum

Black Chokeberry

A tough, sturdy evergreen. 
Prefers well drained soil, but 
can tolerate a wide range. 
Drought and heat-tolerant 
native tree attracts birds for 
winter cover. 

Features late spring flowers 
valuable to bees and 
pollinators and striking fall 
colors in brilliant shades 
of yellow, orange, red, and 
purple.  Reaches heights of 
30-50’

Ohio’s state tree has a 
height range of 20-40’. 
Prefers part-shade in youth, 
growing into full sun. Both 
flower and nut fruit is 
valued by wildlife. 

Considered a small tree 
or tall shrub growing 10-
15‘. The large, crooked, 
spreading branches form an 
irregular, open crown, with 
a unique floral display of 
fragrant yellow flowers. 

A native woody shrub 
(5’x3’) with large, fragrant 
white bottlebrush flowers 
blooming mid-summer. 
Attracts butterflies and 
hummingbirds and is easily 
grown in average wet soils. 

Caroline Red Raspberry

This fall bearing red 
raspberry produces huge, 
very sweet, firm fruit. The 
Caroline plant is more 
resistant to root rots, 
making it suitable for a 
wider range of soil types. 

Golden Delicious Apple

This vigorous, semi-dwarf 
tree is a russet-resistant 
selection of the original 
Golden Delicious (one of 
the most widely planted 
apple cultivars worldwide). 
A good selection for heavy, 
poorly drained soils. 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/products/category/edibles--fruit-trees-and-mushroom-kits-
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Important Information about Franklin Soil and Water’s           
Spring Tree and Plant Sale

• Last day to order is March 29! But we recommend placing orders early 
as there may be limited quantities of some plants. 

• There are no refunds unless a plant you ordered and paid for is 
unavailable at time of pickup. 

• Conservation-grade, bare root seedlings are generally small, so a large-capacity vehicle is not necessary 
for pick-up.

• Some container plants may still be dormant at pickup. We encourage you to plant normally. 
• It is important to plant bare root seedlings immediately. Do not leave them in your car or hot garage. You 

can read about proper tree planting here: www.franklinswcd.org/plant-your-trees-right
• The species we sell (except for edible landscaping) are Ohio natives or cultivars, but may not be native to 

Franklin County.

Instructions for Tree Sale Ordering & Pick-up

1. Place your order online and pay at https://www.franklinswcd.org/products    -OR-
2. Fill out the included paper order form and mail with check to:
  Franklin Soil and Water, 1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43212 
  Make check payable to Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
3. Last day to order from the tree sale is Sunday, March 29. 
4. Pick up your order at Ohio Division of Wildlife (1500 Dublin Rd., Columbus, OH 43215. See 

Below for details. 
5. Orders not picked up will be donated to local nonprofits by Tuesday, April 21.

Order Pick-up

• Pick-up is at the Ohio Division of Wildlife, 1500 Dublin Road, Columbus, OH 43215

Friday, April 17
&

Saturday, April 18
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 8 a.m. - Noon

If you can, please bring your own boxes or bags to safely transport your plants home. 
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SAVE THIS INFORMATION FOR DETAILS ON PICK-UP!

For a complete tree and plant list, along with a detailed description visit: 
www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale
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Pages 9-11Order Form (1/3)

Bare Root -  Evergreen
Most 6”-18” tall · 1-2 year-old seedlings

Plants per 
Bundle Price Quantity Total Cost

Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana 25 $20.00
White Pine Pinus strobus 25 $20.00
Bare Root -  Broadleaf
Most 6”-18” tall · 1-2 year-old seedlings

Plants per 
Bundle Price Quantity Total Cost

Black Maple Acer nigrum 5 $11.00
Black Gum Nyssa sylvatica 5 $11.00
Hackbery Celtis occidentalis 5 $11.00
Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana 5 $11.00
Kentucky Coffeetree Gymnocladus dioicus 5 $11.00
Ohio Buckeye Aesculus glabra 5 $11.00
Pawpaw Asimina triloba 5 $11.00
Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata 5 $11.00
Swamp White Oak Quercus alba 5 $11.00
Bare Root -  Shrubs
Most 6”-18” tall · 1-2 year-old seedlings

Plants per 
Bundle Price Quantity Total Cost

New Jersey Tea Ceanothus americanus 10 $18.00
Black Chokeberry Aronia melanocarpa 10 $16.00
Blackhaw Viburnum Viburnum prunifolium 10 $16.00
Common Witchhazel Hamamelis virginiana 10 $16.00
Mapleleaf Viburnum Viburnum acerifolium 10 $18.00
Summersweet Clethra alnifolia 10 $18.00
Sweet shrub Calycanthus floridus 10 $16.00
Bare Root -  Live Stakes
2’ tall • 3/8”-1 1/2” diameter

Plants per 
Bundle Price Quantity Total Cost

Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis 5 $12.00
Pussy Willow Salix discolor 5 $12.00
Silky Dogwood Cornus amomum 5 $12.00
Bare Root - Apple, Berries
Mushroom Kit

Plants per 
Bundle Price Quantity Total Cost

Galarina Apple, single tree 1 $25.00
Golden Delicious Apple, single tree 1 $25.00
Caroline Red Raspberry 5 $30.00
Natchez Blackberry 5 $30.00
Shiitake Mushroom Kit (wax, dauber, & plugs) 1 $30.00

Side 1 
Total $
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Find plant descriptions and order online: www.franklinswcd.org/products

http://www.franklinswcd.org/products
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Plug Perennial (2” Pot) Quantity Price Quantity Total Cost

Blonde Ambition Blue Grama 
Grass

Bouteloua gracilis 'Blonde 
Ambition' 4 $15.00

Pennsylvania Sedge Carex pensylvanica 4 $15.00
Rosy Sedge Carex rosea 4 $15.00
Common Rush Juncus effusus 4 $15.00
Prairie Dropseed Sporobolus heterolepis 4 $15.00

Shenandoah Switchgrass Panicum virgatum 
‘Shenandoah’ 1 $4.00

Prairie Blues Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 
‘Prairie Blues’ 1 $4.00

Bottle Gentian Gentiana andrewsii 1 $4.00
Blue Vervain Verbena hastata 1 $4.00
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis 1 $4.00
Compass Plant Silphium laciniatum 1 $4.00
Gray-headed Coneflower Ratibida pinnata 1 $4.00
Marsh Milkweed Asclepias incarnata 1 $4.00
Ohio Spiderwort Tradescantia ohioensis 1 $4.00
Rough Blazingstar Liatris aspera 1 $4.00
Round-leaf Ragwort Packera obovata 1 $4.00

Sky Blue Aster Symphyotrichum 
oolentangiensis 1 $4.00

Tall Coreopsis Coreopsis tripteris 1 $4.00
Whorled Milkweed Asclepias verticillata 1 $4.00
Wrinkled Goldenrod Solidago rugosa 1 $4.00

Container Perennial Size/Pot Price Quantity Total Cost

Blue Wood Delphinium Delphinium exaltatum 1½ gallon $15.00
Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides 1 gallon $15.00

Morris Berd Smooth Phlox Phlox glaberrima ‘Morris 
Berd’ 1½ gallon $15.00

Purple Trillium Trillium erectum 1 gallon $15.00
Short-toothed Mountain Mint Pycnanthemum muticum 1½ gallon $15.00
Wild Stonecrop Sedum ternatum 1 gallon $15.00
Yellow Trout Lily Erythronium americanum 1 gallon $15.00

Seed Mix Size Price Quantity Total Cost

Pollinator Wildflower Mix (1/8 oz.) 1 Packet $7.00

Native Ohio Prairie Wildflower Mix (1/4 oz.) 1 Packet $7.00
Side 2 
Total $
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Seed & Mushroom Kit Descriptions

Pollinator Wildflower Mix (1/8 oz packet covers 100 sq. ft.)
NATIVE OHIO PERENNIALS: Eastern Columbine, Dense Blazingstar, Purple Coneflower, Showy Goldenrod, Royal 
Catchfly, Bergamot, Foxglove Beardtongue, Red Milkweed, Tall Larkspur, Hoary  Mountain Mint.
NATIVE AMERICAN ANNUALS: Black-eyed Susan, Cosmos, Scarlet Sage, Plains Coreopsis. 

Native Ohio Prairie Wildflower Mix (1/4 oz covers 200 sq ft.)
GRASSES: Big Bluestem, Little Bluestem, Side-Oats Grama, Indian Grass.  FORBS: Red Milkweed, Partridge Pea, 
Purple Coneflower, Rattlesnake Master, Dense Blazingstar, Bergamot, Foxglove Beardtongue, Grey-headed Coneflower, 
Black-eyed Susan, Royal Catchfly, Culver’s Root, Tall Larkspur, Showy Goldenrod, Ohio Spiderwort, Baptisia.

Shiitake Mushroom Kit
Produce your own shiitake mushrooms! Each growers kit includes spawn plugs, bee’s wax, wax dauber, 
labeling tags, and grower instructions.  One kit can inoculate 10 oak logs that are 2-4” in diameter 
and 40” long (oak logs are not included). Once logs are inoculated, they will last 4 years and provide 
mushrooms during spring, cool summer periods, and fall.

Side 1 Total: $                                 Side 2 Total: $                                 =                                                $       
Tax-deductible contribution to the 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Fund: $
Plant Native Plant t-shirt(s): 

$15.00 each $

Total Tree Sale Cost: $

Order, Payment & Contact Information
Please make and mail check out to  Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Contact Name:_________________________________________________________ 

or Organization:________________________________________________________

Street Address:________________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________  State: ________ Zip: _____________________  

Phone Number: _____________________________________           (Please check box if preferred contact)

Email Address:______________________________________________________________________________  

For Franklin SWCD staff use only :  

 Payment Method:                Cash                  Check (Check #______________)

 Receipt Number: ____________________________ Staff Initials: _____________ 

(To receive order reminders & pick-up info)

Size(s)?
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