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Alum Creek is a 58 mile long 
waterway that begins in Morrow 
County and flows through 
Delaware County into Franklin 
County where it eventually meets 
Big Walnut and Blacklick Creek 
at Three Creeks Metro Park, and 
drains into the Scioto River. The 
basin covers 199 square miles. 
Alum Creek serves as the drinking 
water source for Westerville, 
so keeping its waters clean 
and healthy is of paramount 
importance! Over the years many 
stakeholders have invested in 
conserving this waterway, and we 
look forward to celebrating their 
efforts at our Annual Meeting! 
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Board of Supervisors’ Election

In-person and Absentee Voting at 
our office 

August 24 - September 22, 2022

Annual Meeting
Celebrating Conservation Along Alum Creek

What Makes a Weed a Weed?

We are entering into a good time 
of year for seed collection! Plants 
will soon be finishing their growing 
season with the final production 
of the next generation. Seeds of 
all sorts are ripening and being 
actively distributed by animals, 
or passively distributed by wind, 
water or the top of your socks 
and shoes. The diversity in seed 
morphology is incredible and 
speaks to the myriad evolutionary 
trails taken by plants down the 
endless roads to speciation. It 
also gives us a clue as to how 
plants grow and spread in certain 
conditions.
Cont. page 4

Alum Creek running through Bexley.

Catch Up With Us! 

While Earth Day through Labor Day is 
our busy season for events, you can 

find where we’ll be all year on our Event 
Calendar at: 

franklinswcd.org/event-calendar
Canada Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) 
produces an average of 3,000 seeds per plant.

www.franklinswcd.org
https://www.franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election
http://franklinswcd.org/event-calendar
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Participate in the 5th Annual Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week

Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week will be taking place October 16-22, 2022, and to celebrate we will be 
working with partners to promote fun and educational events throughout the week. If you are interested in 
participating, contact your local municipality or visit franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week

 
Stormwater Awareness Week has grown into a statewide effort that encourages communities, and the groups 
that care about them to utilize newsletters, social media posts, and educational events to raise awareness of 
how rain water moves through infrastructure and our environment.

Get Involved!

Annual Milkweed Collection
 
Monarch butterflies were recently classified as endangered by the IUCN Red 
List. The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative and Franklin SWCD are calling on 
Ohioans to help monarch migration by collecting Milkweed pods. Milkweed 
is the only host plant for Monarch butterfly for egg laying and caterpillar 
rearing. It also serves as a food source for Monarchs as well as many other 
pollinator species. We’ll be collecting seeds from September 1 (Most seeds 
in Central Ohio aren’t ready until Mid-September at the earliest!) until the 
end of October. 

• Before you collect seed, become familiar with common milkweed to avoid 
harvesting pods from similar plants such as dogbane and swamp milkweed.

• It’s best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey, or brown. It is important 
to check this. If the center seam pops with gentle pressure, they can be 
harvested. 

• Store the pods in paper bags; plastic bags collect unwanted moisture. 

• Put the date and county collected on the bag when you turn them in.

• Keep the pods in a cool, dry area until you can deliver them to the nearest 
collection site. We will have a collection bin outside our office!

• Leave some pods (10-25%) on the plants so that seeds have a chance to 
naturally disperse, and do their job as an important food source for milkweed 
bugs and other critters. 

Our Master Rain Gardener Program Opens This Year!

Our new Master Rain Gardener certification course trains residents to 
build their own rain garden through a series of classes, field trips, and 
design feedback, and enables gardeners to improve their own yard 
while becoming a stormwater ambassador in their neighborhood. The 
program was initially developed in Washtenaw County, Michigan, and 
has been adapted around Ohio and even Canada, resulting in valuable 
rain gardens, and engaged advocates. 

To become a Master Rain Gardener, participants must complete the 
5-week course during October and November, and install their own 
rain garden or adopt a public rain garden. All participants will be 
required to complete course content, hands-on assignments, and 
weekly quizzes. The cost for the class is $75 (scholarships may be 
available for low-income residents, call FSWCD at 614-486-9613 for 
more information). Graduates of the course will receive a certificate, 
Master Rain Gardener T-shirt, and a yard sign.

For more information about all of our rain garden programming or to sign up for updates, please visit 
franklinswcd.org/master-rain-gardener

Donate to our Conservation Fund! 
The purpose of our Conservation Stewardship Fund is to raise money for the implementation of 

conservation projects that improve water quality for the benefit of wildlife, recreation and drinking water. 
To learn more or to start supporting on-the-ground conservation projects in Central Ohio, 

contact (614) 486-9613 or visit franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund

Volunteer To Promote Soil and Water Health in Central Ohio!

Franklin SWCD has identified areas of our programming that could use the support of volunteers with an 
interest in environmental stewardship. Opportunities include tree plantings, public outreach events, rain 
garden maintenance, invasive species removal and more! If you’re interested in becoming a volunteer visit 
franklinswcd.org/volunteer-opportunities

http://franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week
https://www.ohiopollinator.org/
http://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund
http://franklinswcd.org/volunteer-opportunities
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What Makes A Weed A Weed (cont.)
A basic tenet of ecology defines the mode of reproductive 
success a given species uses, called K-selected species 
and r-selected species. These two types  of reproductive 
success often define our concept of “weedy” plants. K 
selected species generally have larger and fewer seeds. 
More energy is expended by the parent plant to grow 
fewer larger seeds, protect them from damage and 
encourage distribution from the parent plant through 
additional mechanisms such as the production of edible 
fruits. r-selected plants quickly produce small numerous 
seeds that can rapidly take advantage of available 
resources.

These two strategies produce distinctly different plant 
communities. K-selected communities are made up of 
long-lived individuals in an ecosystem that is relatively stable, and a balance is maintained between resources 
available and resources used. r-selected communities contain rapidly growing and reproducing species that 
quickly exploit the available resources. Copious seed production ensures a few offspring will find new resources. 

Our land-use strategies, both urban and agricultural, favor r-selected species. The lawns and farms we spend 
so much energy to maintain as weed-free actually promote the continued success of those species on a grand 
scale. Balanced ecosystems are generally “weed” free. Only in those habitats that are disturbance oriented 
(like fire-dependent communities, floodplains, rocky slopes or animal-induced disturbances), do r-selected 
species begin to become a significant component of the natural ecosystem. Native “weeds” like milkweeds, joe 
pye weed and ironweed, are typically small components, widely scattered and weak competitors with native 
perennial vegetation and biological controls. Non-native r-selected species have the added advantage of 
little biological control and out compete native weeds that would have filled the niche. Two examples of rare 
local r-selected weeds being out competed are the pale nut sedge, threatened by fescue pasture grasses, and 
spreading rock cress, shaded by Japanese honeysuckle.

Using native plants promotes a more balanced ecosystem and requires less resource input. Using perennial 
long-lived species shifts the balance away from weedy species. Our reliance on annual “r” selected grasses 
for most of our crop production and lawns has shifted the ecology to large-scale disturbance events and 
favors those adapted species. Replacing turfgrass with perennial beds where possible is a beneficial action 
homeowners can take to create a more balanced habitat in their yard. Land managers must also take 
responsibility for mitigating disturbance by removing invasive plants, and seeding with perennials species for 
erosion control.  

Many of us hop in our cars on a daily basis to get to work, school, 
or the store. When you get in or out of your car, you probably 
have a set of habits you go through while barely thinking about 
it. Clicking the seatbelt, turning on your headlights if it’s dark, and 
connecting your phone to the radio to play your favorite podcast 
or playlist. But what about checking for leaks? Oil, antifreeze and 
other fluids from your vehicle that end up on your driveway or 
street will eventually be carried by stormwater to the nearest river, 
lake or stream when it rains. This is why it’s important to make a 
habit of checking the surfaces where your car has been parked 
to see if it appears to be leaking fluid! Even small leaks can create 
large problems for your vehicle and the environment. Depending 
on the fluid that’s leaking, long term damage to the engine and 
other parts of your car are possible. Small leaks can also add up to 
a big problem for our waterways. In fact, a single quart of motor 
oil can contaminate up to 2 million gallons of drinking water. 

It can be intimidating to take your car to a repair shop. Try to 
research beforehand to see if you can figure out what fluid is 
leaking and from what general area of your vehicle it’s leaking 
from. You can do this by placing paper under the general area of 
the leak and then using the reference to the right to identify the 
fluid by its color. Ask the shop to take pictures of problem areas or parts that need to be replaced, and ask for 
a second opinion from a different shop if you have any hang ups or concerns. 

If you’re a handy person who fixes your vehicle leaks at home, or does other regular car maintenance, there 
are steps you can take to keep local water clean and healthy as well!

• Perform maintenance and store materials indoors whenever possible.

• Use drip pans to contain fluids.

• Never dispose of fluids down a storm drain. Dispose of them 
at an appropriate hazardous waste or recycling facility.

• Clearly label containers.

• Clean up spills & leaks immediately with absorbent material 
(kitty litter, rags, mop, etc.).

• Notify the fire department for large or hazardous spills.

• Locate outside storage areas away from storm drains and provide containment and cover from the rain.

• Keep lids to outdoor waste containers closed when not in use.

Vehicle maintenance is important whether you take care of your own car or take it to a shop. Leaking fluid 
that falls on hard surfaces like driveways and parking lots are easily washed into storm drains and ditches 
when it rains. There is no treatment or filtration between the drains and ditches and local rivers and streams! 
In Central Ohio, much of our drinking water comes from our local waterways, so keeping them clean and 
healthy is important. Don’t Drip and Drive! 

r-selected species have much more variable 
populations from year to year than k-selected species. 

A recently disturbed field filled with r-selected 
species such as Goldenrod and Queen Anne’s Lace.

An older prairie planting showing a more balanced perennial 
community. 



Autumn 2022    Frankly Speaking, Volume 76  Issue 2 f

page 6
Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years

You may also register online: franklinswcd.org/products/annual-meeting-registration

In Ohio, Soil and Water Conservation Districts are administered by a board of five supervisors. Supervisors are elected 
to three-year terms in public elections conducted by the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission. Supervisors 
volunteer their time, energy and expertise. Our Board of Supervisors’ public election will be open for absentee ballot 
submission, and in-office voting weekdays 8:30am-4:30pm starting August 24 until September 22, 2022. 

The Board of Supervisors’ Election is held in conjunction with our Annual Meeting. Below are the three candidates 
running for one open seat.  

2022 Board of Supervisors’ Election
Get to know the candidates. Additional election information can be found online:

www.franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election

Rob Lucas Jr.
Rob Lucas is a public sector expert with a career that spans 29 ½ years in natural resources. He is the 
Marketing Manager for the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Parks and Watercraft with 
substantial management system administration, public information and education, legislative/regulatory, 
marketing, social media and volunteer management experience. Rob has a B.A. in Humanities from The 
Ohio State University and he earned his M.S. in Marketing and Communication from Franklin University. Rob 
has worked as a volunteer educator with the Master Gardener Volunteer Program with the Franklin County 
OSU Extension Office teaching inner city fourth and fifth grade students 4-H Special Interest (SPIN) Club 
“What’s the Buzz About Pollinator Partners” and “All About Plants” curriculum. He recently received his Ohio 
Certified Volunteer Naturalist (OCVN) training and hopes to be certified later this year. Rob currently resides 
in the Forest Park West subdivision of the Northland neighborhood on Columbus’s Northeast side. He enjoys 
spending time with his family, boating, fishing, hiking, gardening, and continuing to learn about our natural 
environment in Franklin County.

Erin Miller 
Erin Miller is the Assistant Vice President of Energy Policy and Sustainability for American Municipal Power 
(AMP). Erin has been with AMP since 2017. In this role, she spearheads the organization’s sustainability 
programs, manages the member-led Focus Forward initiative and associated electric vehicle sub-group, 
manages the organization’s grant services program, and tracks renewable energy policies at the state 
and federal level.  Previously, Miller served as the Environmental Steward with the City of Columbus for 
nearly eight years. In that role, she managed programs such as the Branch Out Columbus tree initiative, 
the GreenSpot program, and RecyColumbus. She has also occupied various positions with the Mid-Ohio 
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), including Director of the Center for Energy and Environment 
as well as Greenways Program Manager, where she coordinated with various organizations and agencies 
to develop and implement the Greenways Program and Greenways: A Plan for Franklin County. Prior to 
MORPC, Erin served as the Executive Director of the Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed (FLOW).  She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in ecology and environmental sciences from Otterbein University, has completed 
the Ohio Environmental Leaders Institute at the Ohio State University and also has attained the designation 
of LEED® Green Associate™ from Green Business Certification Inc.  
Miller currently serves on the American Public Power Association Smart Energy Provider Panel; the Smart 
Electric Power Alliance Program Advisory Committee; and the Large Public Power Council Emerging Trends 
Task Force.

Chris Wible
An Ohio native and OSU alumni, Chris believes in community engagement and community participation 
for the protection and enhancement of natural resources. He has spent the past twenty years engaged 
in promoting business and community involvement in environmental stewardship and conservation 
efforts. Working to protect our environment through collaboration with, and participation of ,the business 
community, Chris served on the Ohio Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force I & II and currently serves on 
the National Pest Management Association’s Public Policy Committee and the Ohio Pest Management 
Association’s Legislative Committee. He is the Co-Chair of the Ohio Federation of SWD’s Urban Networking 
Committee, working with Ohio’s 88 counties to optimize stormwater management and urban conservation 
efforts through sharing of resources and expertise. He is actively engaged with our conservation partners 
at the local, state and federal levels to help ensure FSWCD has the resource required to meet the needs of 
our Franklin County residents and businesses. Chris is a graduate of The Ohio State University, where he 
earned his B.S. (Microbiology), and his M.B.A graduate from Ashland University.

2022 Annual Meeting Registration2022 Annual Meeting Registration
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Join us for our 76th Annual Meeting and Board of Supervisors’ Election, September 22nd, 2022 at Wolfe Park. The 
event is open to all partners, communities, residents, and landowners so we can be “Celebrating Conservation 
Along Alum Creek”! The evening will include networking, grill food, yard games and our conservation awards. 

You may also cast your vote for one member of the five-person, publicly elected Franklin Soil and Water Board 
of Supervisors. Election rules and both in-person and absentee voting information can be found on our website: 
franklinswcd.org/board-of-supervisors-election

All proceeds from the annual meeting go to Franklin Soil and Water’s Conservation Fund, which supports student, 
landowner and community conservation projects throughout the county. 

Celebrating Conservation Along Alum Creek
September 22nd, 2022 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Wolfe Park • 105 Park Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43209

Name: _________________________________________

Organization: ___________________________________          Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________          City: ________________________

Email: _________________________________________          State: ________   Zip: __________

Please indicate the number of Annual Meeting tickets requested: 

Individual RSVP $10 _______    

(Please make check payable to Franklin Soil and Water) Total ticket cost:  $ ___________

Additional Guests Attending:   
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail by September 16th or call our office. Send form with payment or invoice request to:  
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District 
1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Oh 43212 

Thank you to our 2022 Annual Meeting Sponsors! If you are interested in sponsoring our Annual Meeting, 
contact our office at (614) 486-9613 or visit franklinswcd.org/products/category/sponsorships. 

Please send invoice
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Connect With Us
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2022 Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible, Chair

Jessica D’Ambrosio, Vice Chair 

Kim Landsbergen

Richard Lorenz

Marty Wicks

Management
Jennifer Fish, Director

Kyle Wilson, Assistant Director

Josh Garver, GIS and Special Projects  
                         Director 
 
Aaron Hebert, GIS Manager

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43212

(614) 486-9613 •  franklinswcd.org

Would you rather receive this newsletter electronically? Sign up for the e-Frankly Speaking and update your subscription!

https://www.facebook.com/franklinsoilandwater

