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The 2022 Tree Sale will be similar to our sale in 2021 with pick up at our
office in April! Native Perennial Kits are also available to be shipped to your
address. Additional details, plant highlights and order information for the
sale can be found on pages 7 -11. We will NOT be accepting paper order
forms this year. You can place orders on our website using a credit card or
call us at 614-486-9613 to request an invoice to pay with a check.
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2022 TREE SALE DATES!
Online Ordering Begins: January 14
Order by: March 27
Pick Up: April 15 & 16

Order online at
www.franklinswcd.org/products
Or call us at 614-486-9613 for an
invoice. We are not offering paper
order forms this year!

Ecosystem Services Know No
Boundary- Can All Residents Enjoy
Their Benefits?
Trees and greenspace are widely seen as beneficial to the environment,
and researchers know conditions where we live and work impact health
outcomes. More than half of the United States and most the world are
now living in cities, making urban ecosystem benefits more important
than ever. Not only do we benefit from nature’s ability to cool and clean
air, slow rainfall, and intercept harmful UV rays, but we place a high value
on our environment’s place in our mental health and social and cultural
fabric.
Last year we saw social disparity come into close focus while we
struggled with confronting our history amid a global pandemic that only
highlighted inequities. While Central Ohio continues to grow, ensuring
our diverse communities have equal access to environmental amenities
requires reckoning with the past and planning carefully for volatile
conditions propelled by climate change urgency.
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Lack of Urban Trees and a Legacy of Health-related Outcomes
Cities across the United States including Boston, New
York, Chicago, Detroit, and Cleveland are growing
their tree canopy to combat climate change while also
tackling racial inequity. The City of Columbus appears
poised to meet this challenge with an ambitious
goal to increase tree canopy coverage with its newly
funded urban forestry plan. Canopy cover varies
among neighborhoods, and overall Columbus’ 22%
coverage falls short of similarly sized cities. Columbus
is committed to reach citywide tree canopy cover
of 40% by 2050, and to do so equitably with the
recognition that tree coverage often lacks in minority
neighborhoods. Studies demonstrate that low-income
areas with heavy minority populations are more likely
to be hotter than wealthier areas, so it is no surprise
that many of these same neighborhoods suffer poorer
health outcomes including asthma, infant mortality,
and heat-related illness. These areas not only miss out
on environmental benefits, but often inherit industrial
pollution relegated to undesirable pockets of the city
which warrant the need for functioning ecosystem
services even greater.
Our present urban forest today is not happenstance,
but a combination of policy, urban redevelopment,
and competing historical narratives. These social
and economic programs include “redlining”, a zoning
segregation that barred African American communities from investment, including infrastructure and
public amenities like parks and maintenance. Immigrants and communities of colors were denied loans
and insurance, and housing fell into disrepair.
Within the City of Columbus, neighborhood tree canopy varies
from 9-41%, with lighter green areas having less canopy.
Source: City of Columbus Urban Forestry Master Plan

These policies run deep, and can impact how those affected by them perceive tree-planting projects.
For example, researchers found that nearly a quarter of residents refused free trees from The Greening of
Detroit program in 2014. They had largely been neglected during planning and outreach, were wary of the
mostly white volunteers from outside the city, and feared having to take on even more responsibility for
vacant properties. And in Cleveland this year, a Tree Coalition community organizer heard from residents
who wanted trees removed because limbs were dropping onto cars and roots breaking up sidewalks near
their public housing complex; once an amenity, older trees can become hazardous without preventative
maintenance.
Since inequity appears to be very context dependent, natural resource professionals and planners who
understand historical context of how their city develops are better able to sensitively and equitably serve
their communities.
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Tree Planting Barriers In The Suburbs
Tree planting proves to be surprisingly complicated for private residents.
In 2017, we partnered with OSU’s Environmental and Social Sustainability Lab
to learn about barriers that prevent suburban residents from planting trees.
Focus groups and surveys revealed that benefits were generally seen as high, but
participants worried about spending money without results, and were unsure
about local ordinances and how to select a tree. The OSU team provided some
ideas to reduce complexity of decision-making below.
Ways to help residents find information for local governments include working
with local municipalities and HOA’s to actively distribute the following
information and/or services:
• Location of pipes and utilities
• A short list of attractive Ohio-native tree species with growth projections
• Specific guidelines for tree placement to reduce likelihood of property damage
• Incentives/subsidies available
• Identify and adjust restrictive rules pertaining to tree-planting
• Develop programs to assist residents (particularly older or handicapped) in
debris removal
Social science techniques to influence residents:
• Use of visual prompts in areas where trees can be purchased immediately, such
as nurseries
• Asking for a signed commitment to plant an Ohio-native tree
• Reminders and public pledges
• Hold tree-planting events with experts on public property, so residents gain
experience and ask questions

Where To Get Native Trees In Franklin County
Free or Discounted Trees and Programs
- Gahanna Plant Library
- Community Backyards rebate program
- Green Columbus free tree giveaways
- Franklin SWCD’s Annual Tree Sale
- Local municipal street tree programs
Local Nurseries & Retail Shops
- Arbor Day Foundation (online)
- Darby Creek Nursery
- Dill’s Greenhouse
- Fisher’s Gardens
- Kurtz Bros Nursery
- Hoover Gardens
- Oakland Nurseries
- Strader’s Garden Centers
page 3

Other options near Franklin County
- Leaves for Wildlife
- Riverside Native Trees
- Scioto Gardens
Big Box Stores
- Home Depot, Lowes and Meijer
Garden Centers
Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years
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Be Salt Smart For Water Quality
Most of us know that too much salt is unhealthy for the body,
but did you know chloride contamination of surface water
and groundwater (from too much salt) is a growing problem
across much of the country that can severely impact freshwater
ecosystems and aquatic habitats, drinking water resources, and
damage infrastructure?
All natural waters contain some dissolved solids (including
sodium and chloride) from contact with soils, rocks, and other
natural materials, but harmful concentrations generally originate
from human sources such as water softeners, agricultural
fertilizers, and road salts and other deicers applied during the
winter.
Chloride is virtually impossible to remove from a waterbody, so
in most cases once it’s there, it’s there for good. For that reason,
reducing usage is really the best way to limit harmful effects.
In recent years, public works agencies have begun switching
over the brine applications and providing their snowplow crews
with special training and tools to minimize this type of pollution.
You can do your part at home by following the tips on the next page, or visiting our website at
www.franklinswcd.org/be-salt-smart .

(U.S. Geological Survey, 2017, Salt statistics, in Kelly, T.D., and Matos, G.R., comps., Historical statistics for mineral and
material commodities in the United States: U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 140, available online at https://www.usgs.
gov/media/files/salt-historical-statistics-data-series-140-2017-update)
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Apply for 2022 Mini-Grant Funds!
Summary
Franklin Soil and Water’s annual Conservation Mini-Grant program continues in its ninth year by offering
up to $2000 to three organizations that demonstrate the need and ability to carry out on-the-ground
conservation projects. All local conservation projects within Franklin County, Ohio will be considered
and encouraged. Franklin Soil and Water’s 2022 preferred projects are those directly benefitting
Underserved Communities.
Examples of appropriate areas include City of Columbus Celebrate One neighborhoods, Opportunity
Zones, and areas that feature less than 20% tree canopy cover as determined by Columbus Recreation
and Parks. Information about these programs and maps are located online.
We will be holding a free, virtual Q&A session for interested parties this February. First-time
applicants are especially encouraged to visit with us. Contact our office at 614-486-9613 to sign up or
register on our website.
Franklin Soil and Water’s Conservation Fund is a pool of fees and proceeds originating from donations
and events including the Annual Meeting and Tree Sale. This fund supports our Mini-Grant program
and allows the District to support partner programming and projects throughout the year. Nearly 35
organizations have been awarded full or partial funding in the last 9 years.

Who Can Apply?
Franklin County, Ohio non-profit organizations such as schools, watershed groups, municipalities, community
groups (including governing bodies and associations such as HOAs and condo associations) and civic
associations may apply.

Ranking & Criteria
Environmental Impact - Environmental improvement and ecological benefit.
Connection to SWCD Mission - Demonstrates clear promotion of responsible land use decisions for the
conservation, protection, and improvement of soil and water resources.
Visibility - Potential number of people reached/impacted by the project.
Cost Efficiency - The impact of the project relative to the funds requested.
For additional details, application dates, or project examples, visit:

www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-mini-grants

Congratulations 2021 Mini-Grant Awardees!
•

Heart of Ohio Family Health - Community Garden in Northern Lights for Using UrbanRunoff to Grow a Pollinator Habitat

•

Village of Marble Cliff for Tarpy Woods Stream and Wetland Restoration

•

South Side Family Farms for Urban Garden Rainwater Collection and Living Hillside
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THE TRUTH ABOUT SALT
First, there is no such thing as an environmentally friendly salt or deicer and currently, no regulations that
require truth in labeling within the salt and deicing industry. All such chemicals cause damage to our
waterbodies, plants, wildlife and infrastructure, and should be used as little as possible.

SHOVEL, SCRAPE, REPEAT
Bare Root Trees, Shrubs, and Berries

The best way to remove snow and ice is the old-fashioned way. Shovel early and often to keep snow from
becoming compacted and redirect downspouts away from hard surfaces to limit ice buildup.

WHEN AND HOW TO USE SALT
If ice cannot be physically removed or left to
melt on its own, salt and other deicers can
be used after checking the temperature and
the label on your product to make sure it will
work (rock salt doesn’t work below 15°F). If it
is too cold for salt to work, you can sprinkle
just enough sand to provide traction on
walkways but remember, sand pollutes too.
Products should only be applied to ice (never
to snow or dry pavement). If it’s a warm day
and the sidewalk is wet, the sun is already
doing the job for you and throwing salt onto
the ice isn’t going to hurry the process; it’s just
going to send deicer down the stormdrain.
Shoot for a 3-inch spread between salt
granules and try to apply no more than 1
pound per 250 square feet of pavement. Tip:
A regular-size coffee mug typically holds
about 1 pound of salt, which is enough to
treat a 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares.

Seed

Stormwater Week 2021
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To help spread the message during our 4th Annual Stormwater Awareness Week,
we gave away Salt Smart cups to Vance Outdoors customers in Obetz, while a
couple residents that took our online pledge and a couple Water Quality Partner
Businesses took home a free Salt Bucket Kit!
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2022 Annual Spring Tree & Plant Sale
For detailed plant descriptions, pricing and to order online visit:
www.franklinswcd.org/tree-and-plant-sale

Introducing our 2022 plant selections!
Since there is no paper order form this year, all products are listed
right here in the newsletter! This year we are offering bareroot trees,
shrubs and berry plants, as well as live stakes (page 3). We will once
again be offering Native Perennial Kits that will ship direct to you in
early June (see page 10 for details).

The next three pages contain bare root plants!
Bare root trees and shrubs are around 1-3 years old and only 12-24” tall, and are a more cost-effective
option than container trees. They will likely still be dormant (leafless) when you pick them up, but rest
assured their root systems are alive and leaves will emerge once warmer temperatures arrive. Our bare root
plants are sold in bundles of 5 or 10. Prices vary, but are generally $1-$3 for each bare root tree or shrub.

Small Trees
Eastern Redbud
This small tree,
reaching heights of
20-30’, is a springtime favorite.
Purple-pink
flowers develop
along branches
before leaves emerge in the early spring,
attracting early spring pollinators and
butterflies. Prefers locations with sun or
part shade. Tolerant of wet soils.

Pawpaw
Pawpaw is a native,
large multi-stemmed
shrub or small tree
that slowly forms
thickets or small
colonies, providing
good cover for a
variety of wildlife and reaching 15-30’ tall.
Dark purple flowers give way to tropical
fruits that ripen in fall.

Pagoda Dogwood
A spreading, low-branched tree with horizontal habit. Grows 15-25’
tall and 25-35’ wide, providing good cover for a variety of wildlife. Full
sun to partial shade. Moist, well-drained soil but will tolerate drier soil.
This selection features flat clusters of white spring flowers followed by
blue-black berries on red stems and burgundy fall foliage.
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Evergreens
White Pine

Red Cedar

A rapid-growing,
long-lived native
evergreen tree
that commonly
reaches 50-80’
tall. Prefers full
sun, very drought
tolerant, and a good cover tree for birds and
other wildlife. Given time can make great
windscreens in open areas.

A tough, sturdy
evergreen that can
thrive where few
other plants hardly
survive. Grows 3040’ but can reach
90’. Though it
prefers well drained soil, it tolerates a wide
range of soil types and conditions.

Shrubs
Hazel Alder

Coralberry
This medium-sized,
adaptable shrub
has a mounding
habit with arching
branches. It features
attractive, showy
clusters of magenta berries in fall.

A large-sized shrub
with a mature height
of 10-20’. Best for
moist areas of the
landscape and
tolerates poor, clay
and wet soils in full sun to part shade.

Ninebark

Sweetshrub

A popular native
shrub, growing 5-10’
tall. White flower
clusters bloom in
spring. Tolerates
most soil types. Full
sun or part shade.

This fragrant shrub
grows 6-9’ tall.
Tolerant of both wet
and dry soils. Grows in
full sun to part shade.
Produces maroon
flowers in spring.

Plants marked with this symbol are salt
tolerant! Salt tolerant plants can handle
sites with salty soil. In Ohio, this soil
may occur on roadsides that are treated
heavily with road salt or areas affected
by certain types of fertilizer runoff.
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Shining Sumac
This attractive, open
and branching shrub
can grow to 15-30’ in
full sun and thrives in
dry, poor soils. Will
spread into a thicket.
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Large Trees
Black Oak

Tulip Poplar

A medium to large-sized
tree that grows 50-60’ tall.
Grows in dry to medium
moisture soils in full sun but
prefers moist, rich, welldrained soil. Beautiful fall
foliage.

Fast growing, reaching
heights of 70-90’, and
commonly nearing 150’ at
maturity. Features include
2-3” tulip-shaped, fragrant
flowers in spring.

River Birch

Black Maple

Easily grown and adaptable
to average and wet soils,
preferring cool, moist sites
similar to its streamside
habitat. Multi-trunked,
medium-sized tree with
attractive salmon-pink
exfoliating bark.

A large tree that typically
grows 60-80’ tall. Similar
to Sugar Maple (Acer
saccharum) but has darker
bark and 3-lobbed leaves
that are a darker green.
Beautiful fall foliage in red,
orange, and yellow.

Hackberry

Red Mulberry

This medium-sized relative
of the elm tree grows
40-60’ tall. It is hardy
and adaptable to urban
conditions but grows best in
moist soils and floodplains
in full sun.

Medium sized tree that
typically grows 35-50’ and
up to 80’ tall. Native to rich
woods, bottomlands and
wooded margins. Produces
yellow fall foliage and trees
with female flowers produce
sweet edible berries.

Live Stakes

Buttonbush
Lovely, easily grown as long as the site
is not dry, making it a must-have for
rain gardens, wetlands, wet meadows,
or stream bank installations. Fragrant
flowers grow June-August.
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Sycamore

Elderberry

Grows 75-100’ tall and has leaves that
can grow to nine inches wide. In winter,
the characteristic large patches of
creamy-white inner bark are prominent,
making it a winter landscape standout.

A greatly versatile shrub that grows 5-12’
tall. Adaptable in locations that receive
sun or part shade. Prefers moist, humusy
soil but will tolerate medium soil.
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Native Perennial Kits
Promote stronger and more resilient native habitats in your own backyard! Each kit contains 50 Midwestern
native plants of ten species for various habitats for $160. Each plant species is labeled with common name,
botanical name, bloom color, bloom time, height, and other growing information. Each kit is suitable for
covering about 100 square feet (if planted on 18” centers).
*Species are subject to replacement with similar species based on availability.
Prairie Perennial Kit
Sand Coreopsis, Early Goldenrod, Common Milkweed, Blue Wild Indigo, Broard-leaved Purple Coneflower,
Rough Blazing Star, Foxglove Beardtongue, Black-eyed Susan, Little Bluestem, Ohio Spiderwort

Prairie Grass Perennial Kit
Big Bluestem, Side-Oats Grama, Copper-Shouldered Oval Sedge, Canada Wild Rye, Bottlebrush Grass, June
Grass, Switchgrass, Little Bluestem, Indian Grass, Prairie Dropseed

Shade Perennial Kit
Wild Columbine, Wild Snakeroot, Thimbleweed, Plantain Sedge, Northern Sea Oats, Blue Mistflower,
Cardinal Flower, Blue-stemmed Goldenrod, Heart-leaved Aster, Ohio Spiderwort

Rain Garden Perennial Kit
Swamp Milkweed, Bristly Sedge, Brown Fox Sedge, Blue Flag Iris, Marsh Blazing Star, Cardinal Flower, Great
Blue Lobelia, Riddell’s Goldenrod, Culver’s Root

Shiitake Mushroom Kits
We will once again have shiitake mushroom kits! Kits contain
inoculated wooden plugs, wax, dauber and instructions. All
you need are seasoned hardwood logs!

Seed Packets
Pollinator Wildflower Mix (1/8 oz packet covers 100 sq. ft.)

NATIVE OHIO PERENNIALS: Eastern Columbine, Dense Blazingstar, Purple Coneflower, Showy
Goldenrod, Royal Catchfly, Bergamot, Foxglove Beardtongue, Red Milkweed, Tall Larkspur, Hoary
Mountain Mint. NATIVE AMERICAN ANNUALS: Black-eyed Susan, Cosmos, Scarlet Sage, Plains
Coreopsis.

Native Ohio Prairie Wildflower Mix (1/4 oz covers 200 sq ft.)

GRASSES: Big Bluestem, Little Bluestem, Side-Oats Grama, Indian Grass. FORBS: Red Milkweed,
Partridge Pea, Purple Coneflower, Rattlesnake Master, Dense Blazingstar, Bergamot, Foxglove
Beardtongue, Grey-headed Coneflower, Black-eyed Susan, Royal Catchfly, Culver’s Root, Tall Larkspur,
Showy Goldenrod, Ohio Spiderwort, Baptisia.
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Important Information about Franklin Soil and Water’s
Spring Tree and Plant Sale
• Last day to order is March 27! But we recommend placing orders early
as there may be limited quantities of some plants.
• There are no refunds unless a plant you ordered and paid for is
unavailable at time of pickup.
• Conservation-grade, bare root seedlings are generally small, so a large-capacity vehicle is not necessary
for pick-up.
• It is important to plant bare root seedlings immediately. Do not leave them in your car or hot garage. You
can read about proper tree planting here: www.franklinswcd.org/plant-your-trees-right
• The species we sell (except for edible landscaping) are Ohio natives or cultivars, but may not be native to
Franklin County.

• If you are ordering Native Plant Kits (see page 10), they will ship directly to the mailing address you
provide in early June. These will not be available for pick-up in April.
SAVE THIS INFORMATION FOR DETAILS ON PICK-UP!

1. Place your order online and pay with a credit card at https://www.franklinswcd.org/products
-OR2. Call our office at 614-486-9613 if you are paying via check. We will send you an invoice payable via
check at your request. Please note, we cannot take credit cards over the phone.
3. Last day to order from the tree sale is Sunday, March 27.
4. Pick up your order of bare root plants at the Franklin SWCD Office (1404 Goodale Blvd.,
Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43212). See below for details.
5. Native Plant Kits (see page 10) will ship direct to you in early June.
6. Orders not picked up by Tuesday, April 21 will be donated to local non-profits.

Pick-up Your Order at
Franklin SWCD Office, 1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43212

Friday, April 15
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

&

Saturday, April 16
8 a.m. - Noon

In order to maintain social distance, we will be implementing drive-thru pick-up
procedures and there will be no day-of sales.
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Tear along dotted line & save order pick-up information!

Instructions for Tree Sale Ordering & Pickup

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43212
(614) 486-9613 • www.franklinswcd.org

District programs and services are offered
on a non-discriminatory basis.
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Connect With Us
Would you rather receive this newsletter electronically? Sign up for the e-Frankly Speaking and update your subscription!
www.franklinswcd.org/newsletter-signup
https://www.facebook.com/
franklinsoilandwater

2022 Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible
Jessica D’Ambrosio
Marty Wicks
Richard Lorenz

https://twitter.com/franklinswcd

Kim Landsbergen

Management
Jennifer Fish, Director
Kyle Wilson, Conservation
Program Manager
Aaron Hebert, GIS Manager
Josh Garver, GIS & Special Projects
Director

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212
(614) 486-9613
www.franklinswcd.org
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https://www.instagram.com/
franklinsoilandwater/

