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We want to take a moment to recognize the outstanding efforts of 

all educators during this unprecedented time. Your creativity, 

compassion and dedication to finding innovative and creative 

ways to meet the academic and social/emotional needs of all 

learners is truly inspiring. Thank you! 

Over the past months, many environmental education 

organizations have created virtual learning opportunities to 

creatively engage students and families.  In this issue, we hope to 

highlight the good work of these local organizations and share the 

ways our community is working to create engaging opportunities 

that are accessible to all.   

This spring, In an effort to get educational materials and activity 

ideas to teachers and parents (who may be finding themselves in 

a new and different kind of teacher role), Franklin Soil and Water 

Conservation District (FSWCD) created 'SWIFTlets'. These mini 

SWIFT’s include soil/water information and learning activities 

related to a weekly theme, that can done from the comfort of 

your home or neighborhood park. We encourage you to share 

these SWIFTlets far and wide and hope they will inspire you to get 

outside and connect with our local soil and water resources. 

SWIFTlets 

SWIFTlet Coloring Pages 

SPRING 2020  

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100 

Columbus, OH 43212 

franklinswcd.org 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/swiftlets
https://www.franklinswcd.org/documents/swiftlet-activities
https://www.franklinswcd.org/documents/swiftlet-coloring-page
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COSI Connects is COSI's Digital Doorway for 

fun at-home science discovery and 

learning. 

We provide exciting and engaging science 

through COSI videos and hands-on science 

you can try with your family at home.  

COSI Connects 

Franklin Park Conservatory Virtual Education: 

Arts and crafts, science experiments, 

coloring pages, digital puzzles, scavenger 

hunts and more can be found here.   

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium Digital 

Learning Center brings wild content directly 

to you! Follow the Columbus Zoo on social 

media or join us using Zoom for a live 

Columbus Zoo Virtual Adventure. 

Learning about waste diversion with these 

at-home activities is fun and can be done 

easily with items you already have on 

hand.   

The Gahanna Parks and Rec team wants 

to help you and your family keep your 

minds engaged and your bodies 

active while supporting “social 

distancing.” COVID-19 may have closed 

our rec facilities and canceled programs, 

but we’re here to help you continue to 

learn and play! Check out this list of fun 

and educational activities.   

STEM resources from the PAST Foundation 

With the mounting disruption in our society 

as a result of COVID19 the PAST Foundation 

is providing parents/guardians and 

educators with access to STEM educational 

resources! Educators can use these 

resources as take home activities for their 

students while parents/guardians can 

download these activities straight to their 

devices. 

http://cosi.org/connects/
https://www.fpconservatory.org/explore/virtual-experiences/virtual-education/
http://columbuszoo.org/home/discover/learn-at-the-zoo/digital-learning
http://columbuszoo.org/home/discover/learn-at-the-zoo/digital-learning
https://www.swaco.org/382/At-Home-Activities
https://www.gahanna.gov/parks-recreation/e-rec-daily-activities/
https://www.gahanna.gov/parks-recreation/e-rec-daily-activities/
https://www.pastfoundation.org/stem-resources
https://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/0000014b-3b65-d229-a15b-7ffd2b380000
https://www.metroparks.net/
https://www.preservationparks.com/


 

 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

3 

NEW KID’S ACTIVITY BOOK GUIDES STREAM EXPLORATION 

Heather Doherty, Central Ohio Scenic River Manager 
 

Splashing in a creek is elemental 

fun for kids, and the ODNR Scenic 

Rivers Program has a new activity book to give their adventures a 

boost. The book invites kids to discover the hidden world of stream 

creatures known as macroinvertebrates. 

These organisms, which are often referred to simply as “bugs,” lack a 

backbone and are large enough to be seen with the naked eye. 

Crawdads and insects are examples that you can expect to find in 

streams, and they have a lot to tell us about the health of waterways. They are also perfect living 

examples of academic learning concepts such as life cycles, habitat needs, adaptations and 

ecosystems.  

• How do stonefly larvae breath underwater?  They do “push-ups” to get more oxygenated 

water rushing past their gills! 

• How do caddisfly larvae find shelter? They build tiny rock homes, and some carry them around 

like hermit crab shells! 

• How do dragonflies find food? Most of their head is comprised of their eyes, an adaptation of a 

fierce predator that hunts for prey larger than itself. 

The activity book describes this hidden world with coloring pages illustrated by the Division of 

Natural Areas and Preserve’s northeast region Stream Quality Monitoring Coordinator, Ryan Moss. 

Pairing the activities with a stream exploration makes them even more powerful, so please try this 

with kids in a stream near you (though make sure water levels are low)! Some bugs are more 

sensitive to pollution than others, so if you find the sensitive species that star in the book, it’s an 

indication that the quality of your stream is good.  

This concept is the basis for the Scenic River’s Stream 

Quality Monitoring (SQM) program, which launched in 

1983. ODNR trains volunteers to survey and identify 

macroinvertebrates at 136 sites on scenic rivers 

throughout the state. Using a simple ID guide that ranks 

macroinvertebrates in three tiers of sensitivity to 

pollution, volunteers record the types they find and 

generate a score. Scores can be tracked over time to 

show water quality trends or indicate problems.  

Last year, 2,900 volunteers, including many school 

group students, collected 515 samples statewide. 

Inviting residents to care for and know their rivers is an 

equally important outcome. 

Visit the Scenic Rivers website to find out more about 

the SQM program, opportunities to join us for river 

explorations and how to become a volunteer. 

HOW TO FIND A STREAM BUG 

Find a Riffle. The best spot to look for a 

stream bug is in a riffle, which is a 

fast moving, shallow section of stream 

where rocks break the water’s surface. 

Rushing water delivers more oxygen to 

bugs in these areas and clears the 

stream bottom of fine sediment that 

some bugs don’t tolerate.  

Pick up a rock. Many stream bugs cling to 

the underside of rocks, which is a good 

strategy if you are trying not to be 

eaten by a fish. Simply pick up a rock in 

a riffle and look for bugs holding on. 

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/68d26c84-f226-4d07-b057-78206b63886c/SR-Activity-Book-051520.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-68d26c84-f226-4d07-b057-78206b63886c-n9l-YXx
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/68d26c84-f226-4d07-b057-78206b63886c/SR-Activity-Book-051520.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-68d26c84-f226-4d07-b057-78206b63886c-n9l-YXx
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr-core/divisions/division-d-dnap/related-resource/scenic-rivers
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The Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual 

conservation poster contest has come to a close for 

another year! Thank you to all of the teachers that 

introduced this contest to their students and to all the 

students that participated.  This year 16 schools in 4 

different school districts registered with nearly 900 

students from grades K-12.  

We understand that this was a challenging year, as the 

schools were closed and education shifted to remote 

learning during the completion of the contest. We really 

appreciate each teacher that worked through these 

unusual times and was willing and able to provide the 

posters for our contest.  

 

The Conservation Poster Contest is an annual event sponsored by Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts nationwide. This contest provides young 

people with an avenue to gain a better appreciation for our environment 

and share this caring sentiment through artwork. Franklin Soil and Water is 

proud to host a local contest in conjunction with the national event. 

2020 Poster Contest Theme: 
 

“Where would we BEE without Pollinators? ” 
 

Pollinators form the foundations of a healthy and sustainable future for food and the 

environment, but in recent years, they have shown concerning signs of decline. It’s 

important that we work to help them prosper by enhancing native pollinator habitats and 

protecting against pollinator declines.  

 

 
 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District would like 

to extend our sincerest thanks to the Central Ohio 

Beekeepers Association (COBA) for their contest 

support.  COBA granted Conservation Poster Contest 

Winners with generous awards.  We are thankful for 

their incredibly kind donation.  Thank you! 

http://centralohiobeekeepers.org/
http://centralohiobeekeepers.org/
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FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER HAPPENINGS 

Congratulations to our 2020 Conservation Poster Contest Winners! 
 

1st: Caleah Brown, 2nd grade, Leawood Elementary, Columbus City Schools  

2nd: Scarlett Rose Elliott, 1st grade, East Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools 

3rd: MarShawn Scott 1st grade, East Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Hannah Mohammad, Kindergarten, Bright Path Active Learning, Westerville 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1st: Tyler King Perez, 4th grade, Hawthorne Elementary, Westerville City Schools 

2nd: Cameron Fleenor, 4th grade, Emerson Elementary, Westerville City Schools 

3rd: Lauren Dunbar, 3rd grade, Alcott Elementary, Westerville City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Conner Kelbick, 3rd grade, Indian Run Elementary, Dublin City Schools 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1st: Eva Johnson, 8th grade, Karrer M.S., Dublin City Schools 

2nd: Hinata Kumagai, 8th grade, Karrer M.S., Dublin City Schools 

3rd: Merielle William, 5th grade, Deer Run Elementary, Dublin City 

Honorable Mention: Fabi Corso, 8th grade, St. Andrew Catholic School, Upper Arlington 
 

 

 
 

 

 

1st: Miette Bloomfield-Wells, 11thgrade, Columbus Alternative High School, Columbus City Schools 

2nd: Xiaocai Way, 12th grade, Dublin Coffman High School, Dublin City Schools  

3rd: Halle Tebbe, 10th grade, Dublin Coffman High School, Dublin City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Nicole Timo, 11th grade, Dublin Coffman High School, Dublin City Schools 

 

Grades 3-4 

Grades 5-8 

Grades 

K-2 

Grades 

9-12 



 

 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service are equal opportunity providers and employers. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

FSWCD VIRTUAL TEACHER WORKSHOP 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is excited to share a virtual summer professional development opportunity for teachers: 

Wading Thru Watersheds 
 We’re going virtual to learn about watersheds August 4, 5, & 7, 2020!  From biological communities to the ways 

our actions impact the health of our local waterways, participants will dive into content through hands-on 

investigations and scientific field techniques. Please join us, additional details can be found on our website.   

Ohio Energy Project—Professional Development 

Ohio Energy Project’s teacher-centric educational approach starts with our 

no cost trainings. We connect you directly to energy industry experts who 

understand and translate complex energy information into compelling 

educational instruction. From visits to nuclear reactor labs to classroom 

activity kits, OEP brings you the latest science in the energy field.  

3rd Grade Sources & Forms of Energy Professional Development 

July 7-Columbus    July 8-Dayton    July 13-Cincinnati 

July 22-Cleveland    July 28-Toledo    TBD-Dayton  

4th Grade Electricity, Thermal Energy & Climate Change Professional Development 

July 9-Dayton     July 14-Cincinnati   July 20-Columbus  

July 23-Cleveland    July 29-Toledo 

5th Grade Light & Sound Professional Development 

July 9-Dayton     July 14-Cincinnati   July 20-Columbus  

July 23-Cleveland    July 29-Toledo 

Explore Stream Life and Monitor River Quality 

Come explore stream life in your local scenic river.  Learn how 

ODNR determines stream health by the types of animals we 

find using a kick seine. Attending qualifies as first step to 

becoming a stream quality monitoring volunteer.  Workshops 

are free and open to the public; groups are welcome or can 

schedule a private outing.  Wear clothing and closed-toe 

shoes that can get wet. 

Due to Covid-19 precautions, we do not have any dates 

currently scheduled.  Email Christine, the Central Ohio Stream 

Quality Monitoring Coordinator, to be the first to hear of new 

events:  Christine.Szymanski@dnr.state.oh.us 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/educator-workshops
https://ohioenergy.org/educators/professional-development
mailto:Christine.Szymanski@dnr.state.oh.us

