
 

 

 Spotlight on Resources    

Summer 2014 

  

The Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District offers a variety of educational 
presentations to students in schools, homeschool, scout and camp programs in 
Franklin County. Along with the presentations, we distribute a list of resources - 
book titles and links to useful Web sites. Recently, we reviewed our list of resources 
and updated Web links as well as added new links. Here is a sampling of new      
additions to our Educational Resources List: 

http://forces.si.edu/soils/index.html  
Based on their exhibit “Dig It! Secrets in the Soil”, the Smithsonian Institute offers excel-
lent interactive tools to explore the twelve soil orders of the world (Soil Order Explorer), 
detect soil type using clues (Where in the World Game), travel virtually to see soil profiles 
around our country (State Soil Interactive), and explore the wonders of soil and related envi-
ronmental issues around the world (Big Picture Game). 
 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/tabid/17831/Default.aspx  
You can view selected soil profile photos of soils from all over Ohio  
including five of the glaciated soils in Franklin County. 
 

http://kkeljo.wix.com/streamsamplingdatafswcd/  
This Web site was developed by Franklin Soil and Water to allow teachers to share their 
students’ collected data from stream monitoring field trips. It’s a great way to encourage 
your students to join a larger conservation effort!  
 

http://www.naturalinquirer.org/  
The “Natural Inquirer” is a great place for students to read about real scientists conducting 
real scientific research. You can search through research articles conducted by scientists at 
USDA covering topics such as trees, forests, wildlife, insects, outdoor activities, and water. 
These easy-to-read and well-formatted (pdf) articles are written for grade levels 5-8, and 
have plenty of photos and illustrations; some include quizzes, glossaries, and other teaching 
tools.  
 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/education/conservationcentral/walk/  

Take virtual walks through the forest with scientists from the Smithsonian Institute and 
learn how they do field research. This interactive, animated Web site is presented in a very 
user-friendly format, easily navigated and understood by even lower elementary students. 
Virtual walks cover topics such as forest soils, tree identification, biodiversity and habitat, 
seasonal changes, and forest health. 
 

A Guide to Ohio Streams is not a new resource, but is currently not found on ODNR’s Web 
site. Fortunately, it is on EPA’s Web site: http://epa.ohio.gov/oeef/oee_publications.aspx. 
For those not familiar with this publication, it is a wonderful resource on stream ecology, 
habitat, water pollution, wildlife diversity, etc. Although now out of print, it is available for 
download (pdf) and worth printing in color.  
 

Visit our website (www.franklinswcd.org) for the full list of recommended sites. Let 
us know if you see errors or know of other resources to share.  
We welcome your feedback! 
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Our NEW Educational Resources List for teachers and students 

 

To contact the Franklin 
Soil and Water  

Conservation District  

office or to schedule a 
program, call or e-mail 
Sherry Collins:  
614-486-9613 ext. 110 

scollins@franklinswcd.org  

We have moved! 

Our new address:  

1404 Goodale Blvd., 

Suite 100,  

Columbus, OH 43212  

 

Web site , phone, and 

e-mail contacts are the 

same.  



 

 

 Fun Projects and Places to Visit 

Stream Quality Monitoring (SQM) programs (classroom/field) for students 
 

Attention Science Teachers! The Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources Division of Watercraft’s Scenic Rivers Program offers 
FREE Stream Quality Monitoring (SQM) programs for students 
in the classroom and in the field. SQM is an excellent way to involve students 

in hands-on activities that foster an appreciation and awareness for our natural surroundings, making them 
environmentally responsible citizens. Out in the field, students observe, collect and identify aquatic “bugs”. 
They learn about the aquatic food chain and the importance of the ecological balance in our streams and riv-
er by determining the pollution tolerance of the organisms they find. The SQM project is versatile and is eas-
ily modified to assist you in meeting the state standard curriculum appropriate for your grade. For more in-
formation contact Tiffany Taylor at (740) 548-5490 or email her at tiffany.taylor@dnr.state.oh.us. You can 
also attend a workshop demonstration. For SQM workshop details, go to http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/sqm. 
 

Other Educational Programs for all ages (K-12) 

"Floats and Kids" program (younger ages) 
Career Development and Readiness for Marine Law Enforcement with Q & A session (older ages) 
 

The Division of Watercraft offers the interactive "Floats and Kids" program for younger students designed to 
increase the knowledge and awareness of safety on or around the water, pool, lakes etc. For older age stu-
dents they focus on career development and readiness for Marine Law Enforcement with a slide show ques-
tion and answer session. In addition, they showcase their state issued equipment that most of the general 
public do not have access to. If you are interested in a program please call at 740-548-5490 ext. 108. 

Hartman Aviary’s Open House and Bird Lessons  

The parrots have been moved outside and the seasonal open house has begun! Hartman Aviary is now open to 
the general public on Saturdays from 12-4pm. Admission is free. Every Saturday we will have a different les-
son from 2:30-4:30pm. Lessons may include birding basics, bird identification, and/or a nature hike. Small 
fees apply to lessons; group rates for families of 3 or more are available. Hartman Aviary is located at 9000 
Cheshire Rd in Sunbury Ohio. Come and visit this spring and summer! Any questions, please call Brian 
Labuhn, Program Coordinator with Walnut Creek OLC, at 614-315-4769. 

Little Green Thumbs (Ages 6-10) 

June—December (1st Saturdays)  10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

These interactive workshops held at Franklin Park Conservatory provide enrichment 
through gardening, cooking, and healthy living activities. A take-home activity or project is included with each 
workshop. Join us the first Saturday of each month, June through December at 10-11:30am; $65 for non-
members and $50 for members for the seven-month series, $12/$10 drop-in for individual workshops. 

 
 

COSI After Dark: 21+ Events 

June 5, July 10, and August 7, 2014, (Thursdays), 5:30 PM-9:00 PM 

It's COSI without kids. Geek out with grownups, explore COSI, investigate "The International Exhibition of 
Sherlock Holmes," and enjoy a cash bar. Learn more: http://cosi.org/families/adults 



 

 

 Fun Projects and Places to Visit 

 

 

Ohio Nature Education  - Bringing wildlife to your classroom, party, meeting! 

All programs align with the Ohio Academic Content Standards in Science and 
can be adapted to classroom or assembly programs, ranging from hour-long 
programs to all day programs for your facility or your field trip. 
Other options include bird-watching and hands-on astronomy 
programs. 

Now featuring assembly programs with Suzanne Goldsmith, author of award-nominated book, 
Washashore, featuring live animals and writing workshops. For more information: 
www.ohionature.org, 740 967-8320, mvs@ohionature.org 

GreenSpot Kids Program 
 

Looking for a little Green for your classroom? Check out the GreenSpot Kids program!  This is an innovative 
approach to educating 1st and 2nd graders about sustainability.  The hands-on lesson plans empow-
er students to make  choices on how to improve our environment in a fun and collective way.  
Tools available to teachers include the GreenSpot and the Dots children’s book, a laminated chart 
to track green accomplishments, an interactive Web site, an audio walking tour of green features 
common on school grounds; a resource guide, and more!  To learn more about the GreenSpot 
Kids program check out: www.GreenKids.Columbus.gov.  

Bring the Farm to Your School this Fall! 

Bring the Farm to You programs are so popular that it’s best to book early for your fall 
events. Favorites include their Apple Cidering program, Farm Animal Events, Child’s 
Homestead, Wool Spinning, and more!  You can even catch the last batch of their 
Chick Hatching program in September. Start the school year off right with a program 
for your class, grade level, or the whole school. Visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com for 
full details. Or contact info@bringthefarmtoyou.com to start the conversation about 
how they can “Bring the Farm to You!” 

 

Ohio Environmental Education Fund (OEEF) Grants 

Our July OEEF grant round will be kicked off late May/early June with an RFP (request for proposal)
announcement making the Letter of Intent due July 8 and Application on July 15, 2014.  We will have mini 
grants available from $500-$5,000 and general grants from $5,000 to $50,000.  More details can be found at 
http://epa.ohio.gov/oee/EnvironmentalEducation.aspx. Franklin County and surrounding county educators 
are encouraged to apply.  Assistance for applicants is available from the OEE staff.  Contact OEE at the 
Ohio EPA at 614-644-2873 for more information or assistance.   



 

 

Black Swamp Educators Extravaganza (17th annual!)  

Dates: June 17, 18, 19, 2014  
Location: Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge in Oak Harbor and Kelleys Island  
Presented by: Northwest Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Districts  
Theme: “Raising the Standards” 
Each day focuses on a different topic: Project Underground and Fracking, Energy, and Aquatics.  
Sessions include presentations, hands-on activities, field trips, and guest speakers.  
 

Cost/Registration: Payment must be included with your registration. Registrations must be post-marked on or before 
Friday, May 30, 2014 (no refund after May 30). All three days - $120; for individual days - $60/day.  Fee includes 
meals, refreshments, and workshop materials! Attendance is limited (first come, first served) so pre-registration is      
required.  
Credit: Local credits may be available through your Local Professional Development Committee. You will be presented 
with a certificate verifying your attendance and the number of contact hours.  

For registration forms: 
http://www.woodswcd.com/files/Download/2014%20Black%20Swamp%20Educators%20flyer.pdf 
For session descriptions:  
http://www.woodswcd.com/files/Download/session%20descriptions%20for%202014.pdf 

Art & Environment K-12 Teacher Professional Development Course 

Flexible weeks June 16-Aug 18, 2014 
 

With 11 years’ experience teaching Eco Art to high school students, the Wexner Center’s Shelly Casto has  
extensive materials and resources to share. Designed for K–12 art teachers, this online-only course will       
provide an in-depth introduction to the field of Eco Art as well as a basic introduction to environmental-
ism. Teachers will leave the course with an extensive online curriculum packet.  K–5 general classroom, 6–12 
humanities, and 6-12 science teachers will also find the course of interest.  http://
wexartenvironment.wordpress.com/teacher-course/ 

Forestry on Ohio’s Public Lands Series - Teacher Field Days (10th Annual) 

June 10 - 11, 2014  (Tuesday & Wednesday)    9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

This program will be held at the Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest, southeast of McArthur, off SR 

93/SR 324 (Vinton County, OH). Day 1 focuses on Forest Health: Insects and Diseases. Day 2 focuses on  
Project Learning Tree and is based on concepts from Day 1. Programs are open to ANY teacher. Instructors 
will be Susan Wintering and Robert Boyles. Registration fee is $20. To receive graduate credit, you must    

attend both days ($136.00 for 1 graduate credit hour). To register call 
Lynn Prater at 740-774-1596 ext. 106 or email her at 
lynn.prater@dnr.state.oh.us. For more details, go to 
https://www.plt.org/teacher-workshops-training-events?s=OH&c=0 

Monarch Camp for Educators 

July 23 - 24, 2014  (Wednesday& Thursday)     8:30 AM–3 PM 

This immersive two-day workshop sponsored by Franklin Park Conservatory shares how to      

integrate Monarch butterflies into a classroom with multi-disciplinary lesson plans for students. Lessons presented meet 

Ohio Education Curriculum standards for K–8th grade. A box lunch is provided for the first day of activities. Second day 

breaks for lunch and reconvenes at a local Metro Park for field-based study (transportation to park is not included). 

CEU's are available. $110 members; $130 non-members. 

Upcoming Events for Educators    



 

 

22nd Annual National Children and Youth Gardening Symposium  

July 17-19, 2014 (Pre- and post- symposium excursions also available.) 
Location: Franklin Park Conservatory in Columbus, Ohio. 
For more information, visit http://www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/youth-
gardening/ncygs/2014-ncygs/overview  

The only national event of its kind where you can network with like-minded teachers, garden designers,    
community leaders, program coordinators, and others involved with connecting kids to the natural world.  
 

• Choose from over 50 engaging workshops and lectures on topics ranging from garden design to        
curriculum to program success factors. 

• See innovative models of programming and design at local school, community, and children’s gardens 
in Dayton and Columbus during optional pre-symposium trips. 

• Discover Gahanna, “The Herb Capital of Ohio”, through a fun and educational session at the Ohio Herb 
Education Center during an optional post-symposium trip. 

• Learn about the unique Metro Parks System, a state-wide program that works to conserve land for     
recreational and educational purposes. 

• Experience local cultural attractions such as the North Market in downtown Columbus, featuring more 
than 30 vendors of fresh and local food, flowers, baked goods, and more. 

• Gain insights from regional and national youth gardening experts during keynote presentations. 

Columbus Zoo Endangered Species and Conservation Workshop 

June 16 - 17, 2014 (Monday & Tuesday)   8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

Explore the topic of endangered species, and discover ways you and your students can help 
make a difference! Interdisciplinary activities, guest speakers and zoo tours will provide 
content knowledge as well as hands-on ways to discuss endangered species and conservation with your       
students. Participants must be prepared for the weather and are expected to walk short distances. Although the 
workshop is designed for middle school teachers, all are welcome to attend. Cost is $100. 
 

Ashland University is offering one semester-hour of credit for this workshop opportunity. If you are interested 
in receiving this credit, there is an additional fee ($175) that can be paid when you arrive at the zoo for the first 
day of the workshop.  
 

Columbus Zoo Ohio Wildlife Workshop 

July 8 - 9, 2014 (Tuesday & Wednesday)   8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
 

Join the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium for this two-day workshop to explore Ohio wildlife and habitats.       
Interdisciplinary classroom activities, guest speakers and zoo tours will provide content knowledge as well as 
hands-on ways to explore this topic with your students. Participants must be prepared for the weather and are 
expected to walk short distances. Although the workshop is designed for elementary teachers, all are welcome 
to attend. Cost: $100. 
 

Ashland University is offering one semester-hour of credit for this workshop opportunity. If you are interested 
in receiving this credit, there is an additional fee ($175) that can be paid when you arrive at the zoo for the first 
day of the workshop. 

Upcoming Events for Educators    



 

 

Upcoming Events for Educators    

Teacher Professional Development 2014 at COSI   

2-Day Sessions (1 credit) All workshops from 8AM – 4PM.  
Early bird pricing: Before June 1, 2014 - $110.00 per workshop; after June 1, 2014 – $130.00 per workshop.  
Cost includes COSI parking. ** Registration deadline:  One week before the program begins.  Any cancellations made be-

fore the deadline will receive a full refund.  Cancellations made after the registration deadline will not be refunded. Learn 
more: http://cosi.org/educators/professional-development/workshops  

5-Day Sessions (3-graduate credit) for Ohio Dominican University. Each day from 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM. 
*These are held at COSI, but NOT registered through COSI!  
   Interested persons should contact:  gravesc2@ohiodominican.edu.  Phone (614) 251-4793. 

June 9-10 Integrating Science and 

Language Arts 

Embed reading and writing within your science lessons with children's 
literature that reinforces science concepts. You will review a number of 
science-related children's literature selections and media while participat-
ing in inquiry-based, hands-on activities that can be easily replicated in 
your classroom. 

July 1-2 Bridging the Gap – 

Physical Science for 

grades 4-8 

Examine the "new" Ohio science content standards for Physical Science  

in grades 4-8 and discover ways to integrate engaging activities and in-
quiry experiences into your existing curriculum 

July 14-15 Bridging the Gap – 

Earth and Space Science 

for grades 4-8 

Examine the "new" Ohio science content standards for Earth and Space 

Science  in grades 4-8 and discover ways to integrate engaging activities 
and inquiry experiences into your existing curriculum 

July 28-29 Bridging the Gap – Life 

Science for grades 4-8 

Examine the "new" Ohio science content standards for Life Science  in 
grades 4-8 and discover ways to integrate engaging activities and inquiry 
experiences into your existing curriculum 

July 31-
August 1 

Bridging the Gap –

Elementary Science 

Content for grades K-3 

*NEW this year! 

Examine the "new" Ohio science content standards for grades K-3 and 
discover ways to integrate engaging activities and inquiry experiences into 
your existing curriculum 

July 7-11 Inquiry into Science, 

Literature and Math 
Embed reading, writing, and math within your science lessons with chil-

dren's literature that reinforces science concepts. You will review a number 

of science-related children's literature selections and media while participat-

ing in inquiry-based, hands-on activities that can be easily replicated in your 

classroom. 

July 21-25 Bridging the Gap to 

the Ohio CORE for 

Science grades 4-8 

Examine the "new" Ohio science content standards for Life, Earth, & Physi-
cal Science in grades 4-8 and discover ways to integrate engaging activities 
and inquiry experiences into your existing curriculum. 

COSI Teacher Resource Fair 

August 5, 2014 (Tuesday)  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Register now for COSI's annual FREE Teacher Resource Fair. Exhibition hall, great freebies, door 
prizes, free general admission & movie for teachers. Learn more: http://cosi.org/educators/professional-
development/resource-fair# 

'Teaching and Learning With Monarch Butterflies' 

July 31- August 1, 2014,  (Thursdayand Friday) 8:30 a.m. to 4 pm each day 
This workshop combining classroom and field experiences will be held at Brookside Elementary School 
in Worthington, . The cost is $99. Visit www.MonarchTeacherNetwork.org for details and the registration form. 



 

 

Project WET/Healthy Water Healthy People Facilitator Workshop 

Save the Date! October 7-8, 2014  

This workshop will be conducted at the Horace Collins Lab, located at Alum Creek State Park near Delaware, 
Ohio.  More information will be provided as the date approaches.   

Upcoming Events for Educators    

Project Learning Tree PreK-12 Professional Development Workshop: “Places We Live” 

June 11, 2014 (Wednesday)     9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

This workshop will be held at Cedar Bog Nature Preserve (980 Woodburn Road, Urbana, OH 43078) and is 
sponsored by Cedar Bog Nature Preserve and Urbana University. Meet state and national education standards, 
all while conducting fun, hands-on, environmental-based activities for youth of all ages! Discover how “Green 
Space” is being integrated into urban planning, and how our “Energy Sleuths” affect the forest industry. Join 
us for a professional, networking opportunity to gain useful environmental education curricula and resources 
that are easy to integrate into your classroom setting! Bring a brown bag lunch. Registration fee is $30 (make 
check/money order payable to “Cedar Bog Association”). Registration deadline is June 1, 2014. For more in-
formation, contact cedarbog@ctcn.net or 937-484-3744 or visit www.cedarbognp.org. 

Metro Parks’ Summer Teacher Workshops 
 

Metro Parks is offering three professional development workshops for teachers this summer - two for Content 
Area Teachers and one for Physical Education Teachers. Any educator is welcome to attend any of the work-
shops although each has a target audience (listed below). Each workshop is two days long. Teachers can earn 
one graduate credit hour through Ashland University for each workshop completed.  
 

Content Area Teachers: Discover educational resources, field trip locations, and online resources. Choose from sev-

eral concurrent sessions covering a variety of topics. Workshops held at Battelle Darby Creek Metro Park. 
 

Nature, Not Just for Science (PreK-6th)  Registration deadline: June 10, 2014  
June 17 - 18, 2014  (Tuesday & Wednesday)   8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

• Earn the Growing Up Wild! Curriculum 
• Solid waste management & land stewardship in Ohio 
• Resource fair of local environmental education agencies 
• Seasons, weather and multi-media technology tools 

  

Nature, Not Just for Science (K-12th)  Registration deadline: June 17, 2014 
June 24 - 25, 2014  (Tuesday & Wednesday)   8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

• Human impact on the environment 
• Interdependence of humans, plants, and animals 
• Erosion and weathering, stream ecology, and climate 
• Science through fiction/nonfiction stories 

  

Physical Education Teachers: Participate in activities ideal for an outdoor setting and aligned to the Ohio 
Standards for PE. Learn ideas for field trip locations, resources to enhance lessons, and techniques for adapting 
activities for students with disabilities. Workshop is designed for all non-formal and formal educators.  
 

Highlighting PE Standards in the Outdoors 
July 16 - 17, 2014  (Wednesday & Thursday)   8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Prairie Oaks, Battelle Darby Creek and Scioto Audubon Metro Parks. 

 Registration deadline: July 9, 2014 
 

To register, either call Metro Parks at 614-508-8111 or use Metro Parks' website www.metroparks.net and fol-
low the prompts under the "PROGRAMS" tab, "FIND AND REGISTER FOR A PROGRAM" option.  
For more information, please contact Susan Boggs at (614) 895-6211 or sboggs@metroparks.net. 



 

 

 

        

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service are equal opportunity providers and employers. 

Franklin Soil and Water Happenings  

Franklin County Schools Participate in the Envirothon Competition 
 

The Area 5 Envirothon Competition was held at Tar Hollow State Park on April 29th. Teams from Bexley, 
Dublin Coffman, Canal Winchester and New Albany High Schools competed with 45 teams from central and 
southern Ohio in this environmental competition, sponsored by the Soil and Water Conservation Districts. The 
students were tested in the areas of foresty, wildlife, aquatic ecology, soils and the 2014 environmental issue - 
“sustainable agriculture /locally grown”. Dublin Coffman Team 1 placed third which qualifies them to move on to the 
state competition held at Salt Fork State Park on June 9th and 10th. Also in the top 10 were Canal Winchester placing 
5th,  Bexley placing 8th and 9th and Dublin Coffman Team 2 placing 10th. Congratulations to all Franklin County teams! 

Grades K-2 

1st Place: Ka’Nijah Anderson  
 East Columbus Elem., Columbus City Schools 
2nd Place: Jovany Avila 
 East Columbus Elem., Columbus City Schools 
3rd Place: Nate Frankel,  
 Bright Path Active Learning, Westerville 
Honorable Mention:  Javier Hernandez  
 East Columbus Elem., Columbus City Schools 
 

Grade 3 

1st Place: Andrew Plas 
 Alcott Elem., Westerville City  Schools 
2nd Place: Elizabeth Vasselo 
 Mark Twain Elem., Westerville City Schools 
3rd Place: Olivia Childress 
 Alcott Elem., Westerville City Schools 
Honorable Mention: Olivia Lacher 
 Robert Frost Elem., Westerville City Schools 

May: National Bike Month  

    31: National Speak in Complete Sentences Day 

June: National Fresh Fruit  

          & Vegetables Month 

  8: National Upsy Daisy Day 

13: National Weed Your Garden Day 

14: National Flag Day 

22: Listen to a Child Day 

July: National Blueberry Month  

  1: National U.S. Postage Stamp Day 

  4: Independence Day 

  7: National Father Daughter Take a Walk Day 

11: National Cheer Up the Lonely Day 

12: National Simplicity Day 

August: Water Quality Month 

  3: National Friendship Day 

  8: National Sneak Some Zucchini onto Your Neighbor’s Porch Day 

21: National Senior Citizen’s Day 

Grades 4-5 

1st Place: Dincel Landauerde 
 East Columbus Elem., Columbus City Schools 
2nd Place: Chakara Gibson 
 Westgate Elem., Columbus City Schools 
3rd Place: Alexxus Phifer 
 Westgate Elem., Columbus City Schools 
Honorable Mention: Shayla Cremeans 
 Valley Forge Elem., Columbus City Schools 
 

Grades 6-12 

1st Place: Megan Sonderman 
 Dublin Coffman HS, Dublin City Schools 
2nd Place: Kathy Guo 
 Dublin Coffman HS, Dublin City Schools 
3rd Place: Danielle Murray 
 Westmoor MS, Columbus City Schools 
Honorable Mention: Jennifer Matelski 
 Westmoor MS, Columbus City Schools 

2014 Conservation Poster Contest Winners 
Over 700 Franklin County students in grades K-12 drew posters representing the theme: Dig Deeper:    
Mysteries of the Soil in the Franklin Soil and Water Annual Conservation Poster Contest. The winners will 
be recognized at an awards ceremony held at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium on May 31st. 


