
 

 

 Spotlight on Resources 

Fall 2018 

 

The Augmented Reality Sandbox - 

Our New Environmental Education Resource 

 

The Franklin County Engineer’s Office and  

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District 

 are rolling out a new hands-on conservation  

tool thanks to a grant from Ohio EPA’s Ohio  

Environmental Education Fund. The Augmented 

Reality Sandbox is a new digital tool that will be 

used as a discussion point on environmental  

Issues and to display how watersheds 

work. A unique combination of sand and sensors, 

the sandbox uses a computer-generated image  

projected onto the sand to create dynamic 

topographic lines and colors at your fingertips. 

 

This tool will be offered at outreach events and  

local schools within Franklin County to educate  

the public and students on storm water issues,  

watersheds, point and non-point source pollution, 

engineering, and technology. Simply moving the 

sand around creates different geographic forma- 

tions, from rolling Ohio hills to steep valleys or  

rivers. Participants will be able to watch the  

water flow and collect over various watersheds  

to understand the importance of keeping our water clean and healthy. 

 

The Augmented Reality Sandbox works well with the current Ohio education 

standards and will be used to help middle and high school students better un-

derstand these concepts.  

 

The Augmented Reality Sandbox was modeled after several sandboxes in the 

Ohio area including Delaware, Fairfield, and Warren County Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts, and the Ohio Farm Bureau. 
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To schedule this or any of our school programs contact Linda Pettit at  

lpettit@franklinswcd.org.  

A listing of all our school programs is available on our website at: 

www.franklinswcd.org.  

Franklin Soil and Water 

dates to remember: 
 

Conservation 

Poster Contest 

January 31, 2019- 

March 12, 2019 

Area 5 Envirothon  

Competition 
April 30, 2019  

Raccon Creek County Park 

Gallipolis, Ohio 

Agriculture & Environment 

Knowledge  &Technology 

to Feed the World 

 

 

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100 

Columbus, OH 43212 
Phone: 614-486-9613 
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Promoting Green Behaviors through GreenSpot 

 

GreenSpot is a great way to teach your students how they can go green.  The book follows GreenSpot to differ-

ent locations in the city like the Franklin Park Conservatory and Columbus Zoo.  Throughout the travels Green-

Spot learns about water conservation (taking shorter showers), energy conservation (turning out lights when no 

one is in the room), recycling, local gardening, green transportation and more.  The book is a great way to en-

gage your students on how actions they can take to make a difference. 

 

Additionally, GreenSpot staff can visit your classroom and teach students about conservation through identify-

ing natural resources and learning where they come from. The program is geared towards first graders but can 

be adapted to other grades.  More than 100 classes have adopted GreenSpot Kids activities.  To learn more 

about the program or our GReenSpot Schools program please visit our website: https://www.columbus.gov/

Greenspot-Kids/.  To request a classroom set of GreenSpot and the Dots book, please contact Green-

Spot@columbus.gov. 

Resources for Educators 

Ohio River Foundation Programs 

 

Thousands of students participate in education programs with Ohio River 

Foundation each year. Students climb into rivers to study fish, macroinver-

tebrates, and water quality as part of our River Explorer Program. We also 

offer Mussels in the Classroom, a freshwater mussel husbandry experience.  

 

These programs are routinely voted the best field trip experience by stu-

dents and teachers. Want to give them a try? Registration for our spring 

2019 programs is open through March 1. River Explorer school field trips are open to grades 4-12; Mussels in 

the Classroom is open to grades 1-12. 

 

Want more information? Please visit the Ohio River Foundation website or contact Kira King at                

Do you enjoy receiving messages about events, workshops and new resources? If you would 

like to receive occasional emails alerting of you of this type of information email Linda at 

linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org  and ask to be put on her teacher contact list. Please specify 

your grade level to insure you receive the appropriate information. 

https://www.columbus.gov/Greenspot-Kids/
https://www.columbus.gov/Greenspot-Kids/
mailto:GreenSpot@columbus.gov
mailto:GreenSpot@columbus.gov
http://www.ohioriverfdn.org/education/school_programs/index.html


 

 

Resources for Educators 

Bring the Farm to You this School Year! 

Enliven your winter and spring curriculum with programs that come right to your classroom or schoolyard. 

 

Celebrate our Ohio winters and discover the gift of the maple tree and the Native history of making syrup 

in a Maple Sugaring demonstration. 

Hatch and care for newborn chicks in the 3-week Chick Hatching program (spaces limited! Schedule 

now!) 

Bring early-American history to life with Child’s Homestead, including 20 old-fashioned activities. 

Live Farm Animal Events will delight your classroom, grade level, or school festival. *Special Babies 

and Bunnies program available during April and May. 

Soil happens in the Worm Composting bin that will remain in your class for 8 weeks. 

Share the importance of pollinators with a Beekeeping program. 

Explore Our Ohio Farm through pictures and a conversation with a farmer that 

make the roles and responsibilities of farming tangible. 

Wool Spinning will bring an appreciation of how clothes are made by watching 

a spinster prepare wool and spin yarn. 

Get a taste of the fall season with an Apple Cidering demonstration that explores 

the history of apples and cider making. Fun, delicious, and hands-on! 

 

For more information, visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com or email info@bringthefarmtoyou.com. 
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Education Opportunities through Ohio Sea Grant 

 

Ohio Sea Grant offers courses at Stone Lab each summer. Applications opened on October 1, 2018 for the 

2019 Stone Lab courses. They offer Science Educator Courses for formal and informal educators and educa-

tion majors. You can earn credits toward an undergraduate or graduate degree or take the course as a non-

credit workshop to earn continuing education units. Check out the class offerings and scholarships available at: 

http://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/education/stonelab.   

 

Ohio Sea Grant also has a variety of curricula available for download at: http://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/

education/resources  

 

http://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/education/stonelab
http://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/education/resources
http://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/education/resources


 

 

Upcoming Events for Students   
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Envirothon Competition 

 
The Envirothon is a hands-on, outdoor team competition for high school students. Teams 

work together to answer questions about aquatic ecology, forestry, soils, wildlife and a 

current Environmental topic. The 2019 Environmental Issue is: Agriculture & Environ-

ment Knowledge  &Technology to Feed the World.  

 

Franklin County teams can compete with schools from central and southern Ohio in the Area 5        

Envirothon Competition. It will be held on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at O.O. McIntyre Park District/ 

Raccon Creek County Park in Gallipolis, Ohio. The top 4 teams from this competition will advance to 

the state contest in June.  

 

Find more information about this contest at.: https://www.area5envirothon.org/  

To register a team contact Linda Pettit at linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org.  

Conservation Poster Contest 

 

The Conservation Poster Contest is an annual event sponsored by Soil and Water Conservation Districts      

nationwide. The purpose of the contest is to provide young people with an avenue to gain a better appreciation 

for our environment and share this caring sentiment through artwork.  

The 2019 Poster Contest Theme is:  
“Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper” 

Reminding everyone that healthy soils result in 
healthy food and a healthy you!  

“Don’t treat soil like dirt!” 

The Franklin Soil and Water’s Conservation Poster Contest starts on  January 31st in honor of National Inspire 

Your Heart with Art Day and runs through March 12th which is National Plant a Flower Day! 

 

Participating classes will receive a power point with background information about the topic, as well as related 

activity and resource ideas. Students are to draw their poster on an any type of 8 1/2” x 11” paper, however to 

further the conservation message they are encouraged to reuse paper that has been used on one side.  

 

Each class is asked to choose a class winner and forward these to Franklin Soil and Water by the 

end of National Agriculture Week: March 17-23rd.  County winners will be announced before Earth Day.  

 

Register your class or youth group to participate in the Franklin County contest  by contacting 

Linda Pettit at: linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org before February 9th, 2018.  

These Franklin County competitions are co-sponsored by the  

Franklin County Engineers. 

mailto:linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org
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Student Wildlife Research Symposium 

 

The Third Annual Ohio Student Wildlife Research Symposium (SWRS) will 

take place April 4, 2019 at Mohican State Park Lodge.  The SWRS is an   

opportunity for middle and high school students to showcase their research 

on wildlife and wildlife habitats to an audience of fellow students, educators, 

and researchers. 

 

We will, again, be partnering with the Environmental Education Council of Ohio's Annual Conference 

(EECO), which will follow from April 5-7th at Mohican State Park as well.   

The call for proposals for the SWRS is now available and will be accepted until January 11, 2019. 

 Registration will open mid-December and can be found at www.eeco-online.org  

   

2019 Call for Proposals 

Future City Competition: Designing Sustainable, Age-Friendly Cities  

 

Each year hundreds of Ohio students in 6-8 grade explore, plan, design and present their idea of our cities 

150 years into the future. Known as the Future City Competition, these cities incorporate sustainable design 

through innovative environmental features and strong planning principles. The   competition begins in mid-

fall and culminates in a statewide event on Saturday, January 12th, 2019 in Columbus. The winning team 

receives a trip to Washington DC to compete at the national level.  

 

Part of National Engineers Week, Future City is a STEM program whose primary goal is to encourage stu-

dents to consider careers in engineering, city planning, project management, suitability and other related ca-

reers. You can learn more at www.futurecity.org/ohio. Team can be created and register until October 31st. 

We are also always looking for volunteers to help us plan and operate the program.  

 

You can contact ohio@futurecity.org if you are interested in learning more about volunteering or if you have 

general questions. 

http://
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/Portals/wildlife/pdfs/education/Ohio%20Student%20Wildlife%20Research%20Symposium%20CFP%202019%20packet.pdf
http://www.futurecity.org/ohio
mailto:ohio@futurecity.org


 

 

 

        Happy Fall 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service are equal opportunity providers and employers. 

When it comes to protecting our water resources and preserving our stream corridors for future generations we 

all need to be part of the solution. In Central Ohio nine counties are coming together with a multitude of part-

ners through Bethechange.org to communicate  information, resources, opportunities and ideas for residents, 

organizations, schools and businesses to do something positive for the future of clean water. 
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Get Grassy! 

How you treat your lawn matters for water quality in central Ohio! Healthy lawns have deeper root systems, 

are drought and disease tolerant, and are better for water quality because they absorb more rainfall. 

Top Soil is King: Good topsoil is the foundation for a healthy lawn, but many new homes have had their top-

soil compacted and removed during construction, leaving     behind debris and clay. These lawns soak up little 

water and require more fertilizer and pesticides. To slowly improve topsoil so your grass grows better, add or-

ganic materials like lawn clippings and mulched leaves.   

Leaf it on your lawn: Grass clippings and shredded leaves return nutrients and organic matter to your lawn 

and soil, and prevent soil compaction caused by rain and foot traffic. Instead of bagging them, use excess leaf 

material in garden beds or add it to your compost bin for a good carbon (“brown”) source.  

Winter is for the birds: Leaving plant materials (such as seedheads and tall grasses)  provides food and cover 

for birds and bugs, and adds winter interest to landscapes.  

 

November: Creative Child and Adult Month 

1st: National Author’s Day 

4th: National Candy Day 

17th: National Take a Hike Day 

24th: Celebrate Your 
Unique Talent Day 

December: Write a Friend Month 

2nd: Special Education Day 

5th: World Soil Day 

8th: Keep America Beautiful Day 

12th: Gingerbread House Day 

21: Crossword Puzzle Day January:  Hobby Month 

10th: House Plant Appreciation Day 

17th: Kid Inventor’s Day 


