
 

 

 Spotlight on Resources 

Winter 2019 

                  “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper”  

                     Soil is a dirty topic, but everyone needs to learn more about it!    

                     Soil is the skin of the Earth, made up of a complex mixture of  

                     minerals, water, air, and organic matter or decaying organisms. 

Many interesting creatures make the soil their home. Soil is at the bottom of 

the food chain, yet it is the cornerstone of life on earth. Productive soils are the 

foundation of any healthy ecosystem. You can trace almost any food back to 

soil It is also the foundation for many other items we use in our daily life, such 

as clothing, clean water, homes and more. Healthy soils contain a myriad of 

micro and macro-organisms all doing their part to maintain soil quality, pro-

vide nutrients, break down  toxic elements and interact with water and air to 

help maintain a healthy natural environment.  We tend to take soil for granted, 

but when the rich topsoil is removed or damaged, plant growth becomes a real 

challenge. It is important to remember:  “Don’t treat your soil like dirt!”  
(*This is the 2019 conservation poster contest theme. More information about the 

poster contest is available on page 4.) 

Get Grassy! 

How you treat your lawn matters for water quality in central Ohio! Healthy 

lawns have deeper root systems, are drought and disease tolerant, and are better 

for water quality  because they absorb more rainfall. 

Top Soil is King: Good topsoil is the foundation for a healthy lawn, but many 

new homes have had their topsoil compacted and removed during construction, 

leaving     behind debris and clay. These lawns soak up little water and require 

more fertilizer and pesticides. To slowly improve topsoil so your grass grows 

better, add organic materials like lawn clippings and mulched leaves.   

Winter is for the birds: Leaving plant materials (such as seed heads and tall 

grasses)    provides food and cover for birds and bugs, and adds winter interest 

to landscapes. 

Grow Native: Turf doesn’t do much for biodiversity. Add natives to your gar-

den beds, vegetable gardens, or landscaping. Research shows that native plants 

offer more for biodiversity.  

The City of Columbus, Franklin Soil and Water, and local lawn care compa-

nies have partnered to encourage our residents to do their part for water quality 

by caring for their lawn properly. Read more at www.getgrassy.org and take 

our pledge to receive a free gift.  
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To contact the Franklin Soil 

and Water Conservation 

District to schedule a     

program, call or email   

Linda Pettit, Environmental 

Education  Specialist at 

614-486-9613 ext. 115 or 

lpettit@franklinswcd.org . 

Franklin Soil and Water 

dates to remember: 
 

Poster Contest 

February-March 
 

Envirothon 

April 30, 2019 
 

Tree & Plant Sale 

January-April  
 
 

www.franklinswcd.org 

for more details 

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100 

Columbus, OH 43212 
Phone: 614-486-9613 
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Teachers will receive free general admission to COSI for personal and school visits!  General ad-
mission includes access to all of COSI’s classic exhibits, including the brand new, permanent 
American Museum of Natural History Dinosaur Gallery.  Bring your teacher ID to the COSI box 
office for your free admission.   

The American Museum of Natural History—Dinosaur Gallery  - Included with General Admission 
COSI now features a permanent Dinosaur Gallery thanks to a one-of-a kind collaboration with the   
American Museum of Natural History.  The Gallery includes installations of  exhibits, interactive         
experiences and  specimens from  the AMNH. A T. rex skeleton cast, 100 million-year-old fossilized  
amber, and more are yours to explore!   
 

Bring Dinosaurs to Your Classroom—Discovering Dinosaurs—Outreach Workshop for grades 2-8  
Have a paleontology research station right in your classroom!  Using comparative anatomy, we will explore how pre-
historic creatures might have lived. This workshop complements Ohio’s New Learning Science Standards, invites 21st 
Century skills development, and fulfills the Scientific Inquiry and Application Components of the Ohio College and   
Career Ready Standards. To schedule call 614-629-3192 or email OutreachWorkshops@cosi.org . 
 
The American Museum of Natural History—Special Exhibition Gallery: Dragons, Unicorns &  
Mermaids—Mythic Creatures.  February 23—September 2 
This special exhibit will shine a light on both the real and imagined side of history’s most legendary 
creatures.  There is a $5 add-on with COSI General Admission or $4 with a COSI Membership.  

Check out what is happening around town to celebrate EARTH DAY  

Earth Day Columbus 2019 Celebration Saturday, April 20, Noon—8:00 p.m.  Genoa Park 
Local music, family friendly activities,  eco-friendly artisans, and Columbus’ best food trucks.   
This celebration will take place rain or shine.  
 

Earth Day Festival Saturday, April 20, 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. Battelle Darby Creek Metro Park Nature Cen-
ter.   This celebration will include family-friendly activities as well as service opportunities.  
 

PARTY FOR THE PLANET  April 27, 9:00—5:00 p.m. Columbus Zoo and Aquarium  
Learn ways we can work together to improve life on the earth for all living creatures. There will be activity 
stations, programs, character ambassadors and animal enrichment.  
 
Earth Day Hilliard Saturday, April 27, 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Hilliard Community Center in Hilliard 
Activities will include composting, energy efficiency, water conservation and more. The City is also looking 
for volunteers to pick up litter.  For more information, contact Kim Movshin at kmovshin@hilliardohio.gov.  
 

We Dig Ohio:  Nurturing Neighborhoods,  

An Urban Agriculture & Community Garden Summit  

Saturday, March 23, 2019 at Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens 

 

This annual one-day summit explores topics to help expand your gardening expertise. Attend sessions and work-

shops exploring the subjects of urban agriculture and community gardening in the Ohio region. Network, share and 

celebrate with individuals involved in projects across Ohio and beyond. One-day summit to expand your gardening 

expertise.  Registration is open now at: fpconservatory.org/wedigohio . 

mailto:outreachworkshops@cosi.org


 

 

EECO Annual Conference 

April 4-7, 2019 at Mohican State Park Lodge 

Theme :  Say Yes to New Adventures! 

An amazing conference with concurrent sessions, exhibits, workshops, field trips fabu-

lous keynote speakers, and networking opportunities.  CEUs and College Credit are available!   

Strands:   

 Stewardship, Conservation and Responsibility 

 STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math), Outdoor Learning, & Careers 

 Adventure and Outdoor Skills 

Other Highlights: 

*Children ages 6 and up are welcome to attend a concurrent Mini Conference for kids.  

*Saturday Lunch Keynote is Britt Ahart, Star of the History Channel Reality Show, Alone.  

*Register online at http://eeco.wildapricot.org/  

Early Bird registration ends March 4th!! 
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3rd Annual Ohio Student Wildlife Research Symposium  

Thursday, April 4, 2019, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (In conjunction with the EECO Annual Conference)  

Join high school students and teachers from around Ohio as they present their wildlife and habitat research 

projects to an audience of fellow student researchers, biologists, and wildlife management agencies.  

Registration is: $35 for adults, $25 for students, includes lunch. For more information see the agenda online 

at http://eeco.wildapricot.org.   

EECO’s Environmental Education Certification Program 
 

If you are a formal or non-formal educator, you should consider earning a professional certification in         

Environmental Education (EE). This program includes a week-long workshop and independent projects that 

will refine your EE skills.  

 

 The training will take place June 15-19 at Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research Reserve. 

 The deadline for this year's application is April 30, 2019.  

 Program is nationally accredited through the North American Association for Environmental Education 

(NAAEE).   

 You can earn 2 graduate credits from Kent State University upon completing the program.   

Educational Opportunities through the  

Environmental Education Council of Ohio 

Upcoming Events for Educators    



 

 

 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service are equal opportunity providers and employers. 

Franklin Soil and Water Happenings  

2019 Conservation Poster Contest - January 31—March 12, 2019 
The Franklin Soil and Water conservation poster contest is under way.  This annual contest 

provides young people (preK-12th grade) the opportunity to better appreciate our environ-

ment through the creation of an original artwork. The theme “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper” 

reminds everyone that healthy soils result in healthy food and a healthy you!. Teachers will 

be provided with background material to help inform students about this topic and inspire 

ideas. The contest runs through March 12th, winners will be announced before Earth Day. It is not too late to have 

your class participate! To register your class or youth group, or for more information, contact Linda Pettit at:    

lpettit@franklinswcd.org. Co-sponsored by the Franklin County Engineer’s. 

 

2019 Area 5 Envirothon Competition - April 30, 2019  

         at O.O. McIntyre Park District Gallipolis, Ohio 
It is time to register teams for the Envirothon! Any high school team of five students with an adult 

sponsor can compete. Students from 17 counties in Central and Southern Ohio will answer multiple 

choice questions in the areas of forestry, soils, wildlife, aquatic ecology and a current environmental 

issue. The 2019 environmental topic is: “Agriculture and the Environment: Knowledge & Technolo-

gy to Feed the World”. To register a team or find out more details, please contact Linda Pettit at: 

lpettit@franklinswcd.org. Also co-sponsored by the Franklin County Engineer’s. 

 

Annual Tree and Plant Sale  (order deadline - April 7th) 
Franklin Soil and Water is offering native tree and shrub seedlings (bare root and container-grown), 

and specialty tree seedling packs including: Riparian, Plants for Pollinators, For the Birds, Honeysuck-

le Replacement, and Backyard Bounty. In addition there will be perennial flowers, native grass and 

wildflower seeds. The majority of the plants are Ohio-natives. The sale is pre-order with limited day-of-sale plants 

and materials available. Order forms will be posted on our Web site www.franklinswcd.org and in our newsletter, 

Frankly Speaking, along with an online purchasing option. Profits from our annual spring sale go to our Conserva-

tion Fund, which we use for conservation projects across Franklin County. The deadline to order is Sunday, April 

7th. Orders will be available for pick-up on Friday, April 26th (7 a.m.- 6 p.m.) and Saturday, April 27th (8 a.m.-12 

p.m.). The pick-up location will be at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of  Wildlife, located at 

1500 Dublin Road (please note this is not our office location).  
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March: National Music in 
Our Schools Month  

 

2nd: Dr. Seuss’s birthday (1904)  
4th: National Grammar Day 
11th: Johnny Appleseed Day 
16th: Panda Day 
22nd: Goof Off Day 
30th: Take a Walk in the Park Day 

April: National Poetry 
Month 

 

2nd: Ferret Day 
10th: Encourage a Young Writer Day 
16th: Orchid Day 
19th: Garlic Day 
23rd: Talk Like Shakespeare Day 
28th: Blueberry Pie Day 
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