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Meet the new Environmental Education Assistant 

Amy Tressler recently joined the Franklin Soil 

and Water staff as our new Education Assistant. 

Amy’s previous experience includes working as 

an Instructor in the Conservation Education and 

Engagement Department at the Columbus Zoo 

and Aquarium and as the Curator of Education 

at the Coastal Discovery Museum/Manager of 

the Hilton Head Island Sea Turtle Protection 

Project in Hilton Head, SC.  Amy is most pas-

sionate about creating learning opportunities 

that encourage students to make meaningful 

connections between content learned in the 

classroom and the community/environment in 

which they live.  She also loves collaborating with fellow educators to teach 

workshops and engage students in hands-on, experiential learning.   

 

EECO Certified Environmental Educator 

Linda Pettit, Franklin Soil and Water’s Environ-

mental Education Specialist, recently became a 

Certified Environmental Educator through the 

Environmental  Education Council of Ohio 

(EECO). Accredited through the North American 

Association of  Environmental Education 

(NAAEE), the EECO certification process trains 

the participants in 6 areas of Environmental    

Education: Environmental Literacy, Foundations 

of Environmental Education, Professional       

Responsibilities of the Environmental Educator, 

Planning and Implementing EE, Fostering Learn-

ing, and Assessment and Evaluation. The certification process includes a week-

long training at Old Woman’s Creek Estuary, followed by a series of assign-

ments putting into practice the information gained from the training. Linda felt 

that as an EECO Regional Director it was important to go through the certifica-

tion process so she could better promote it to other members. Though she has 

been an environmental educator with Soil and Water for 27 years, Linda        

believes the training provided new insights and innovative techniques that she 

will be able to incorporate into her programming. 

http://www.franklinswcd.org
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Family Fun at the Franklin Park Conservatory and               

  Botanical Gardens 

 

Blooms and Butterflies                                                                                                         

Now through September 15, 2019, daily 10am—5pm 

Whisk away to an enchanted land of tropical butterflies and splashes of floral color during the Conservatory’s 

25th anniversary of Blooms & Butterflies. Hundreds of colorful butterflies fly freely in the Pacific Island  

Water Garden, a tropical haven filled with bright nectar blooms. Patrons can visit at any time to see a diverse 

array of butterflies soaring overhead or basking on nearby plant life. 
 

Butterflies 101 
Daily, 1pm & 3pm 
Get a deeper insight of the species that make up Blooms & Butterflies as a specialist releases a selection of 

individual butterflies into the biome. With different varieties of butterflies emerging from their chrysalises 

daily, every presentation is unique. 

 

Discovery Tables 
Saturdays & Sundays, 10am–12pm 
Every Sunday morning, Metamorphosis Lab Discovery Tables are available for butterfly aficionados of all 

ages to interact with cocoons, chrysalises and moths with the guidance of a butterfly specialist.  

 

For more information check their website at: https://www.fpconservatory.org/exhibitions/blooms-butterflies/   

The Benefits of Nature Play 

Bring the Benefits of Nature Play Areas to Your School and Community! 

Thursday, June 13th, 8:00am - 10:00am 

Wegerzyn Gardens MetroPark, 1301 E Siebenthaler Ave, Dayton, OH 45414 

Adam Bienenstock, an internationally known designer and builder, will discuss how you can bring the       

benefits of Natural Playscapes to your community, providing places for children to positively interact with 

nature and each other in creative play. Educators are one of the key audiences for this presentation. Adam’s 

insight will help craft natural playscape safe design and the public messages on how these spaces make     

children happier healthier and smarter. He will address effective designs and concerns about liability. This 

opportunity is being promoted by the Miami Valley Leave No Child Inside Initiative, a multi-county group 

consisting of Medical Professionals, Naturalists, Educators, and more who are working to promote the myriad 

of benefits of time outside. Participants are encouraged to visit the Wegerzyn Children’s      

Gardens after the program. For more details or to register for this free workshop visit:  

https://bit.ly/MVLNCIevent or contact (937) 277-4835 or Doug.Horvath@metroparks.org.  

Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to interact with a leader in this movement! 

http://www.fpconservatory.org/exhibitions/blooms-butterflies
https://bit.ly/MVLNCIevent
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ODNR Division of Parks and Watercraft Offers Water 

Quality Programs for Students and Classes 

 

Part of the Scenic River mission is to increase awareness about your per-

sonal watershed, water quality and fostering that appreciation in stu-

dents.  We offer free streamside programs for classes (a few hours long) if 

fieldtrips or weekend excursions are possibilities for educators.  We also 

bring live macroinvertebrates to classrooms when transportation isn’t an 

option—not as fun as getting into a stream, but if it’s all we can do, it’s 

better than nothing!  

For more information contact CentralSQM@dnr.state.oh.us, call 740-258-

0567, or visit watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/sqm 

 

School Programs through the Ohio River Foundation 

Thousands of students participate in education programs with Ohio River Foundation each year. Students 

climb into rivers to study fish, macroinvertebrates and water quality as part of our River Explorer Program. 

We can also bring our Mussels in the Classroom program, a freshwater mussel husbandry experience, right 

to your school!  

These programs are routinely voted the best field trip experience by students and teachers. Want to give them 

a try? Registration for our fall 2019 programs is open through August 1. River Explorer school field trips are 

open to grades 4-12; Mussels in the Classroom is open to grades 1-12. 

Want more information? Please visit the Ohio River Foundation website, www.ohioriverfdn.org, or email  

educationprograms@ohioriverfdn.org.  

   Greenspot Kids 

Is your classroom designated as a GreenSpot? It’s easy and fun! All your class has 

to do is chose at least three things to conserve and protect water, conserve energy, 

and/or reduce waste. It could be starting a vegetable garden, installing a rain    

garden, starting a recycling program or other fun action. Simply come up with an 

idea and fill out the Community Group application.  

Started in 2011, the GreenSpot for Kids program engages children on how they 

can help the Earth. In 2017 it expanded to include activities and lesson plans for  

K-12 educators to engage their students. There are many resources available for 

your classroom or group. Check out our online resources (over 45 GreenSpot and 

non-GreenSpot activities and lesson plans!) where you can search by topic area 

(air quality, energy, ecology, etc.) or grade level at 

https://www.columbus.gov/Greenspot-Kids/Teacher-Resources/ . 

 

 

mailto:centralSQM@dnr.state.oh.us
http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/sqm
http://www.ohioriverfdn.org/education/school_programs/index.html
mailto:educationprograms@ohioriverfdn.org
https://mygreenspot.columbus.gov/community/main/
https://www.columbus.gov/Greenspot-Kids/Teacher-Resources/
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Using Nature to Help Students Focus and Learn  
 

Session 1: June 18 –19, 2019  

Hands-on learning focusing on rivers, water sources, watersheds, earth’s processes, and conservation.  

Registered participants for Session 1 will receive the Project WET curriculum guidebook. This book has 64 

field tested learning activities included with more than 500 color photographs and illustrations, and useful ap-

pendices with information on teaching methods, assessment strategies, and more. This guide is an essential 

classroom tool and an excellent resource for pre-service teachers. A tour of the location’s winery and its recy-

cling, fermenting, and composting practices are included.  

 

Session 2: June 25—26, 2019  

Hands-on learning focusing on recycling, polymers, composting, Windows on Waste, and Project Food, Land, 

and People.  

Registered participants for Session 2 will receive the Windows on Waste curriculum. Windows on Waste 

(WOW) is an elementary, interdisciplinary, environmental studies activity guidebook with 36 lessons to help 

educators teach students about solid waste and environmental issues. Lessons were thoroughly developed and 

tested with the help of educators. Additionally, participants will receive a completely assembled worm bin to 

start a classroom composting project.  

 

Participants may choose to attend one or both of these two-day workshops. You will receive documentation of 

the nature of the workshop and your contact hours of participation. Completion of a 2-day session and the ac-

companying assignment qualifies you for one graduate semester hour through Ashland University for a cost of 

$180. Please contact Dona Rhea at 740-368-1921 or DRhea@co.delaware.oh.us for more information.  

 

These environmental education work-shops are put on by: Delaware and Franklin Soil and Water Conserva-

tion Districts, and Keep Delaware County Beautiful, and Morrow County Recycling and Litter Prevention. 

The workshops are co-sponsored by the Environmental Education Council of Ohio and made possible in part 

by a generous grant from the Ohio Environmental Education Fund. Questions about the workshop can be di-

rected to Linda Pettit at the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org or   

614-486-9613 ext. 115.  

mailto:drhea@co.delaware.oh.us
mailto:linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org
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Upcoming Events for Educators    

Teachers Rock Ohio 
Ohio Aggregates & Industrial Minerals Teacher Workshop 

Ohio Aggregates and Industrial Minerals Association in conjunction with the Ohio   

Mining and Mineral Education Program, Ohio University and Wright State University is 

offering teachers a new 2 ½ day workshop this summer with a Southern and Northern 

location.  This workshop provides teachers with tools to accurately inform Ohio students 

about our industry and increase interest and knowledge for future generations! 

The program will include: networking opportunities with other Ohio teachers, infor-

mation to share with your students on Ohio’s geology and potential career opportunities, 

on-site industry tours, lesson plans, informational binders and hard hats! 

 

 

 

 
Registration: https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OAIMA/input_form/display_form_01_show?

&include_back_button=true&which_form=9401 

Dawn Hoover:  dawnh@ommep.org or 1-800-647-6257 

 

 

Teacher Workshop at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium 
 

Tuesday, July 30th 9am-4pm & Wednesday, July 31st 9am-4pm 
 

Teacher workshops at the Columbus Zoo pair in-depth content knowledge with engaging hands-on activities 

by utilizing private tours, guest speakers and interdisciplinary lesson plans.  Graduate level credit is available 

through Ashland University for an additional fee.  

 

Feelin’ the Heat: Teaching about Climate Change 

Our changing climate can seem like an impossible problem to tackle, but we can empower our greatest re-

source to rise to the challenge-our students! Learn more about how you can incorporate the science of climate 

change, the impact on ecosystems and STEM-based solutions into your classroom curriculum. Held at the Co-

lumbus Zoo and Aquarium, this two-day workshop will include hands-on activities, guest speakers, and Zoo 

resources to help educators feel confident leading the charge! 

Participants must be prepared for the weather and are expected to walk short distances. Although the workshop 

geared towards middle and high school teachers, all are welcome to attend.  

 

Please register through the Zoo at www.columbuszoo.org or call the Educa-

tion Office at 614-645-3488 

Tuesday, July 30th 9am-4pm & Wednesday, July 31st 9am-4pm Price: $100 

Optional: College credit (1 hr) through Ashland for an additional $180 fee 

June 19-21, 2019 

Southern Base Camp: Russ Research Center 

2642 Indian Ripple Rd Beavercreek, OH 45440 

June 26-27, 2019 

Northern Base Camp Lakeside Sand and Gravel  

9643 Coit Road Mantua, OH 44255  

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OAIMA/input_form/display_form_01_show?&include_back_button=true&which_form=9401
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/OAIMA/input_form/display_form_01_show?&include_back_button=true&which_form=9401
http://www.columbuszoo.org
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Franklin Soil and Water Happenings  

FUN CALENDAR DATES: 

May: Gifts from the Garden Month 
30th: National Water a Flower Day 

June: American Rivers Month 
4th: Hug Your Cat Day 
16th: Fresh Vegetables Day 
30th: Meteor Watch Day 

July: National Ice Cream Month 
1st: Creative Ice Cream Flavors Day 
14th: National Tape Measure Day 
22nd: National Hammock Day 

August: Family Fun Month 
5th: Sandcastle Day 
10th National Smores Day 
16th:  National Roller Coaster Day 

2019 Conservation Poster Contest Results 

Nearly 1,000 students from 16 schools in 8 different school districts partic-

ipated in this annual contest.  The 2019 theme was “Life in the Soil: Dig 

Deeper” with the posters reminding everyone that healthy soils result in 

healthy food and a healthy you! “Don’t treat soil like dirt!” We appreciate 

all of the teachers and students that participated in this educational oppor-

tunity. The winners were recognized at an awards ceremony held at the 

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium on April 27th! We thank 

the Zoo for hosting the ceremony and the Franklin County 

Engineers for co-sponsoring the contest this year. 

Grades K-1 
1st: Amaiya Willis, East Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools 

2nd: Kelis Eilind, East Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools 

3rd: Kelsi McCartney, Bright Path Active Learning, Westerville 

Honorable Mention: Hope Multra, Bright Path Active Learning, Westerville 
 

Grades 2-3 
1st: Scarlett Soungpradith, Alcott Elementary, Westerville City Schools 

2nd: Evelyn Fossel, Alcott Elementary, Westerville City Schools 

3rd: Anyelin Posadas Floras, East Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Toni Brown, Windsor Elementary, Columbus City Schools 
 

Grades 4-8 
1st: Isaiah Matthews, East Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools 

2nd: Ireland McClay, Larson Middle School, Grandview Heights City Schools 

3rd: Cristian Campese, Emerson Elementary, Westerville City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Emagen McKinney, Windsor Elementary, Columbus  

City Schools 
 

Grades 9-12 
1st: Tricia Cox, Dublin Coffman High School, Dublin City Schools  

2nd: Jolie Mason, Columbus Alternative High School, Columbus City Schools 

3rd: Marcus Nowling, Columbus Alternative High School, Columbus City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Matthew Crawley, Bishop Hartley High School, Catholic Diocese 

of Columbus      

(First place posters are pictured) 


