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FSWCD Updates 

Stormwater Awareness Week: October 18-24 
 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District encourages communities to 
adopt practices to minimize stormwater runoff and runoff pollution.  Runoff from 
rainwater and snowmelt enters storm drains, carrying pollutants from lawn 
fertilizers, pesticides and vehicle fluids directly to streams and rivers.  We can 
make a difference and improve local water quality by implementing common 
backyard conservation practices including: 

 Rain Gardens  Rain Barrels 

 Native Plantings  Mulching 

 Drop Irrigation Pervious Surfaces 

 Dry Streambeds Streamside Buffers 

 Composting  Green Roofs 

Integrated Pest Management 

Appropriate Use of Landscaping Chemicals 
 

Stormwater Awareness Week is a regional effort that 
encourages communities (and the groups that care 
about them) to raise stormwater awareness via 
newsletters and social media posts, or with fun, 
educational events.  
 
We invite you and your students to join the following ZOOM presentations to 
learn more about stormwater and the ways we can work as a community to 
minimize runoff pollution. Please note: Programs are aligned to state science curriculum standards.  

 Wednesday, October 21st 1:00 PM Macroinvertebrates 

 Thursday, October 22nd 10:00 AM Soil Erosion Simulator 

 Friday, October 23rd  1:00 PM Enviroscape 

Click on the links above to register for these programs.   
 

Click here to find out more, including ways to get involved in Stormwater 
Awareness Week. 

     Imagine a Day Without Water 

     October 21, 2020 

     http://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/ 

Fall 2020  

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100 

Columbus, OH 43212 

franklinswcd.org 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/environmental-education-events
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehbvmjby2506eb33&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehbvmvnt24c5082e&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehbvnajudd738d4d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week
http://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/
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   NEW!  Columbus Zoo Virtual School Programs 

Connect LIVE with Columbus Zoo educators via Zoom as we highlight habitats, 
animals, and science concepts from all regions of the globe. Topics address 

Ohio Learning Standards and are designed to allow students an opportunity to 
visit the Zoo without ever leaving your classroom! 

Additional information about Virtual School can be found here. 

Columbus Zoo Teen ECO Summit is going VIRTUAL this year!  

Join us as we explore ways we can work together to create a more sustainable future for our community. 
This is a FREE opportunity for students 15-18 years old. The Teen Eco Summit combines inspiring guest 

speakers, DIY workshops and of course, cool animals! Students will leave this Summit with a Conservation 
Action Plan ready to be implemented at their school. 

Registration now open!   

OPHI Milkweed Pod Collection 
 

Each year Ohio's Soil and Water Conservation Districts serve as 
locations for residents to donate ripe Common Milkweed (Ascelpias 
syriaca) seed pods. The seed pods are given to the Ohio Pollinator 
Habitat Initiative for use on pollinator habitat restoration projects 
around the state of Ohio.   
 

 
We will have a green collection bin with a yellow lid outside of our office at 1404 Goodale Blvd, Columbus, 
OH 43212 through October 31st.  When ripe, pods should split open easily when you apply light pressure on 
them with your thumb. As a good rule, only donate pods that are brown to ensure seeds are mature. Leave 
some seed pods on your plants, remember the pods can be important food and shelter for insects like 
Milkweed bugs! 

 
 
 
The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative is a 
collaborative effort.  Click here for more 
information about how you can join OPHI 

in promoting pollinator conservation.   

https://reservations.columbuszoo.org/Info.aspx?EventID=5159
https://columbuszoo.org/home/discover/learn-at-the-zoo/teen-eco-summit
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NGs6zBjZi-ThN1jnSBV8I7jwVuopb4bpOeo24Z5ayJls0mZEBlAlkxfVAvd0B3iqfoFaS1_njSop064J4kwawX9HZ-8geexLWvKDaGJdSB2kfbPwQR1BwgzJK-uTdAwQFqNDCu3u5IyLS7XnsAkgsVftTSFDt3vTTjSm4j6pxM4=&c=rg1su8wc1x0pajwuFK8p5gAzwYwrgWxeyHXIFpmuH8uVzpHaBj8P7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NGs6zBjZi-ThN1jnSBV8I7jwVuopb4bpOeo24Z5ayJls0mZEBlAlkxfVAvd0B3iqfoFaS1_njSop064J4kwawX9HZ-8geexLWvKDaGJdSB2kfbPwQR1BwgzJK-uTdAwQFqNDCu3u5IyLS7XnsAkgsVftTSFDt3vTTjSm4j6pxM4=&c=rg1su8wc1x0pajwuFK8p5gAzwYwrgWxeyHXIFpmuH8uVzpHaBj8P7
http://www.ophi.info/home.html
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ODNR Wild & Scenic Rivers Webinar Series 

Presented by the ODNR Wild and Scenic Rivers staff, these live and interactive webinars share captivating 
information about Ohio’s rivers and the creatures who inhabit them. The content is aligned to upper 

elementary life science standards such as scientific process, life cycles and adaptations.  Check out all four 
and be sure to use the new Scenic Rivers kid’s Activity Book as you watch. 

 

    Part 1: Role of a River   Introduction to Scenic Rivers and Why Clean Water Matters 

 
    Part 2: Hunting for Waterbugs  What Bugs Tell Us About Water Quality 

 
    Part 3: Waterbug Superpowers  Bug Identification and Their Tricks for Underwater Survival 

 
    Part 4: Welcome to the Riparian Zone  Why Rivers Need Trees 

Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks 

Metro Parks are once again offering programs!  Visit their website or Facebook page to sign up to 
receive emails about upcoming programs. Feld trips are also available to schools/organizations that are able 

to visit the parks. 

Bring the Farm to You 

This school year, when students need to stay put, consider bringing the field trip to you!  These impressive 
programs travel right to your school, addressing science and social studies standards while engaging 

students in fascinating topics that directly relate to their lives.  

• Live Farm Animal programs take place outside in the open air and teach students about farm animals 
and where our food and fiber come from. Choose between the Mini Farm - a formal presentation 
teaching about chickens, ducks, and rabbits, and the Large Farm Animal Event - a farmyard of animals 
including chickens, ducks, rabbits, turkeys, sheep, goats, and a pig.  

• Apple Cidering demonstrations are perfect for the season! Fun and delicious presentations explore the 
history of apples while teaching your students how apple cider is made. Can take place inside or outside. 

• Beekeeping will help your students explore pollinators as they learn how a beekeeper cares for a hive 
and how honey bees work cooperatively to make honey. Inside presentation. 

• Maple Sugaring introduces students to the sweet skill of making maple syrup, sharing the techniques 
that the early American settlers learned from the natives, as well as how it is made today. Includes 
samples of maple sap and syrup. Inside presentation. 

• Wool Spinning demonstrates the process of transforming sheep wool into yarn through the steps of 
shearing, washing, combing and spinning, teaching students where clothes come from. Inside 
presentation.  

• Now reserving for spring! Chick Hatching brings the miracle of birth right to 
your classroom in this 3-week program that includes hatching and caring for 
newborn chicks. Presentation can be in-person or virtual. 

 

For more information and to reserve, visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com 

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/c7fe4272-3ea1-477e-a8d2-dc8bf22673ef/SR-Activity-Book-051520.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-c7fe4272-3ea1-477e-a8d2-dc8bf22673ef-nhRfFcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZy9lMjvUjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FQ19XNvQyU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1Mvc8PKVzo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUNK_ph1TAg
https://www.metroparks.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Columbus.Metro.Parks/
http://www.bringthefarmtoyou.com
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FSWCD Conservation Poster Contest 
 

The Conservation Poster Contest is an annual event 
sponsored by Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

nationwide. This contest provides young people with an 
avenue to gain a better appreciation for our environment 

and share this caring sentiment through artwork.   
 

The 2021 Poster Contest and Stewardship Week theme 
is “Healthy Forests = Healthy Communities”   

 

 
Poster Submissions will be accepted beginning in 

January 2021—check out our website for updates.   
 

The 2021 Stewardship Week will take place  
April 25 – May 2, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to get educational materials and activity ideas to teachers and parents (who may be finding 

themselves in a new and different kind of teacher role), Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s 

Environmental Education Team is creating 'SWIFTlets'. These mini SWIFT's are sent out to our educator e-

newsletters contact list and encouraged to be shared with parents. The SWIFTLETS include soil/water 

information and learning activities related to a specific theme, that parents can immediately utilize at home. 

Activities are aligned with Ohio’s New Learning Standards for Earth and Space Sciences and Life Sciences.  

Coloring pages for each SWIFTlet are also provided!   

 

CLICK HERE to sign up to receive FSWCD’s SWIFTlets 
 

SWIFTLET CORRELATIONS to Ohio Science Standards 
 

SWIFTLETS 
 

COLORING PAGES 

https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-poster-contest
https://www.franklinswcd.org/swiftlets
https://www.franklinswcd.org/newsletter-signup
https://www.franklinswcd.org/data/doc_lib/1123/SWIFTlet_Standards_Correlations.pdf
https://www.franklinswcd.org/documents/swiftlet-activities
https://www.franklinswcd.org/documents/swiftlet-coloring-page
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
School Recycling Resources 

 

With kids learning from home, attending school in person or 
doing a combination of both, the start of the school year looks 
much different than it ever has before. Students, teachers and 
parents alike are trying to figure out how to manage this “new normal.” If your children are learning in their 
classroom or their bedroom, SWACO has a variety of lessons and resources about recycling and waste 
reduction that can make the educational process a little more fun for kids and a lot less stressful for parents 
and teachers. 
 

Kids Corner 

To encourage at-home learning, SWACO has created a page on its website just for kids between the ages of 
6 and 12. It’s called Kids Corner, and it features four online games designed to teach children how to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. We vetted the games carefully to ensure they’re fun, educational, age appropriate, 
easy to play and relevant to Franklin County’s recycling program.  
 

Food Waste Reduction Activities 

Did you know that 15% of the material in the Franklin County Sanitary Landfill is food? In fact, there’s more 
food waste (by weight) in the landfill than any other type of waste. In an effort to reduce food waste, SWACO 
recently introduced an education campaign that teaches people how to reduce the amount of food they 
waste. You can visit the Save More Than Food website to learn more. 

Points for Prevention – This competition can be done at home or at school. Kids earn points throughout 
the week for engaging in activities that reduce food waste, like eating imperfect fruit and using leftovers rather 
than throwing them away.  
 
Food Waste from Farm to Fork (teacher/parent edition) – This is a lesson that can be done in the 
classroom or at home. The easy-to-follow instructions make it simple for teachers and parents to show all the 
ways we lose and waste food between the time food is grown and the time it’s brought home from the store.  
Food Waste from Farm to Fork (student edition) – This is the same lesson as above about food loss, but 
it’s designed so kids can learn on their own.  

Food Waste and Natural Resources – This short slideshow has just 11 slides (with accompanying 
comments), but it simply and thoroughly describes the natural resources used in growing, processing and 
transporting food – and how those resources are wasted when we waste food.  

Recycling Activities  

The following worksheets can be downloaded and printed for use at home or at school. They’re short and 
simple lessons designed to teach young kids about recycling, reusing items and reducing waste as well as to 
spur conversations about these topics. 

Home Recycling Questionnaire         Reduce Activity Reuse Activity Recycle Activity  
 

Virtual Speakers 

SWACO’s education specialists are available for virtual speaking engagements. Bringing in a guest speaker 
who can talk about recycling, give a virtual tour of the landfill and host a Q&A session is a great idea for 
parents who lead scout or troops that must earn environmental badges. The education specialists can work 
with you to customize the programs slightly to best fit your needs. 

https://www.swaco.org/402/Kids-Corner?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://savemorethanfood.org/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1906/Points-for-Prevention--student-edition-Take-home-activity?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1898/Farm-to-Fork-Teacher-Edition?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1899/Farm-To-Fork-Student-Edition?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1908/combines-slides-and-presentation-notes?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1406/Home-Recycling-Questionnaire?bidId=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1407/ReduceWkshtOne?bidId=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1408/ReuseWkshtOne?bidId=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.swaco.org/DocumentCenter/View/1409/RecycleWkshtOne?bidId=&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


 

 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service are equal opportunity providers and employers. 

FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER 

Annual Meeting 

Community + Conservation + 3C’s: Cleveland, 
Columbus, Cincinnati 

October 22, 2020 6:00-7:00 PM  
 

Join Franklin, Cuyahoga, and Hamilton SWCD for our 2020 Annual Meeting and get a bird’s eye view of the 
conservation work that is happening in these three regions of Ohio! The meeting will be live on Zoom’s 

webinar platform. The proceedings will involve presentations, videos, and updates of all the ground-breaking 
work being done in conservation for each District. After the meeting, there will be a Facebook Happy Hour 
where guests can network for some social interaction. We hope you can join us on this amazing journey as 
we talk about conservation starting at the Magnificent Lake Erie, and flow past the Great Scioto River, and 

end up at the Southern Shores of Ohio in The Beautiful Ohio River.  

Click here for registration information 

Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Envirothon 
 

Envirothon Update: The ENVIROTHON is a high school competition designed to 
stimulate, reinforce and enhance interest in the environment and natural resources.  
Students are tested on their knowledge of soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatic ecology and 

current environmental issues.  

The Ohio Envirothon Committee is meeting to discuss next steps for how to proceed 
with the 2021 area and state competitions.  Please continue to check our website for 

updates related to the Envirothon.   

Educational Resources 
 

Check out our Environmental Education Resources page for links to: 

Online Interactive Resources 

Nature Books Bibliography 

TREE Outdoor and Online Resources 

FSWCD in Your Classroom—Virtually 
Our education team is here for you and happy to provide your classroom, learning pod, youth group 
or organization with virtual environmental education programs, resources and/or loan kits aligned to 

state science curriculum standards—for FREE!! 
 

We’re offering virtual options for our most popular programs– What’s in Our Water?, Mighty Macros, 
Exploring Soil, Discovering Soil is Alive!, Sliding Soil, the Power of Native Plants and Rainfish. We 

can also create a custom program to best meet your educational goals and objectives. 
 

Available loan kits include rocks and minerals, soil/soil profile, the Soil Erosion Simulator model and 
the EnviroScape model.   

 

Please contact us with questions, for more information or to schedule a program or loan kit. 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh84r92pebd50092&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.franklinswcd.org/envirothon
https://www.franklinswcd.org/environmental-education-resources
https://www.franklinswcd.org/data/doc_lib/1123/Online_Interactive_Resources_Final.pdf
https://www.franklinswcd.org/data/doc_lib/1123/Nature_Related_Bibliography.pdf
https://www.franklinswcd.org/data/doc_lib/1123/TREE_Outdoor-and-Online_Resource_List.pdf
mailto:lpettit@franklinswcd.org

