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Manure, droppings, waste, excrement, feces, poo, poop and scat are all terms that we 

use for what animals leave behind. Questions often raised about it include: Is all poop 

the same? Is it harmful or helpful to the environment? The answers are a little bit 

complicated. 

Animal poop is natural, and nature will break it down and use it. However, even in all 

natural conditions, poop can spread disease. It contains microorganisms that can 

cause illness, and we always need to be careful around it. We also need to be cautious 

if we drink water from a stream or lake, because animal poop can release organisms 

into those waterways that could make us sick. 

An animal’s poop contains remnants of what that animal has eaten, so the waste of 

animals that are herbivores or vegetarians will have different ingredients than those 

from carnivores or meat eaters. Cow and horse manure has a lot of undigested plant 

material and is often mixed in soils as a fertilizer. The digested plant materials contain 

nutrients that make the soil richer and healthier for the plants in a farm field or garden.  

It usually is composted before it is used in a garden to reduce the amount of 

microorganisms in it.  Worm waste, called castings, is another great source of nutrients 

for plants. Worms digest all kinds of dead plant material and “cast” it out as good 

healthy, rich soil.   

Animals that eat meat are a different story. The waste produced by carnivores contains 

many microorganisms and bacteria that can cause illness when introduced into the 

environment. 

So, why am I supposed to pick up after my dog when it is okay for fox and coyote to 

poop in the woods? In nature, poop is normally spread around. Animals are rarely 

concentrated in one place, so their poop is not collected in one place. Some waste 

even helps to support the ecosystem by spreading seeds of native plants that have 

passed through an animal's digestive tract! Poop becomes a problem, when animals 

live close together, typically as result of human activities.  For example, raccoons often 

live in storm sewers, and a lot of their poop can be concentrated in those pipes. 

Dogs eat meat and plants, however their poop does not contain a lot of undigested 

plant material. Instead their waste is quite acidic and is capable of killing plants, like 

grass. The microorganisms in dog (and cat) poop are also very concentrated—100 to 

1,000 times more concentrated than those found in cow poop. The other challenge 

with dog poop… it piles up! While it varies from area to area, studies indicate that 10-

20% of the bacteria in urban streams come from our pets. This pet waste also contains 

excess nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorous. One study indicated that 28% of the 

nitrogen and 76% of the phosphorous in water runoff from a city came from pet waste. 

These bacteria and excess nutrients can be washed away into our rivers and streams, 

disrupting the natural balance and potentially creating human health hazards.   

There is good news! While picking up after your pet may not seem like much, it does 

make a big difference when it comes to the health and safety of our streams and rivers.  

 
There are 277,000 dogs in Franklin County! Each 

dog creates an average of .75 pounds of waste 

daily. That’s over one ton of dog poop each 

day that can pollute  

Learn more about our PUP program and take 

the pledge to always Pick Up Poop! 

Bacteria & Water Quality Impacts 

https://www.amazon.com/Who-Pooped-Park-Yellowstone-National/dp/1560372737/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=who+pooped+in+the+park%3F&qid=1593095229&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tracks-Scats-Signs-Along-Guides/dp/1559715995/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1TIA9YJOZNK67&dchild=1&keywords=tracks+scats+and+signs&qid=1593095287&sprefix=tracks+sc%2Caps%2C168&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Track-that-Scat-Lisa-Morlock/dp/158536536X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=track+that+scat&qid=1593095322&sr=8-1
http://www.franklinswcd.org/pup
http://www.franklinswcd.org/pup
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Water%20Quality/Planning/BPU/BPU/Supplemental%20Guide/Chapter%2010.pdf
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THE SCOOP ON SCAT 

 

EXTEND LEARNING: 
 How many times a day does your dog (or a friend’s 

dog) poop? 

 How many dogs are in your neighborhood? 

 Think about how much dog waste could get into local 

streams through the storm drain from these dogs! 

It’s time to put our artistic skills to work and get creative!   
 

Supplies: 

 Playdough (Check out this simple DIY playdough recipe and 

video) 

 Playdough Tools  

 Scat Cards (Included in this SWIFTlet) 

 Paper 

 Printer 

 Scissors 

 

Procedures: 

 Print the and cut the Scat Cards (attached to this 

document). 

 Gather the art supplies and find a space where you can be 

creative and make some unique playdough scat. 

 Choose a Scat Card and create model scat similar to the 

scat shown on the card.  

 Check out this video about making playdough scat models. 

 Most important: Have fun and be creative! 

 

  

 

 

 

Hint: It was made by an 

animal without legs, that 

wiggles and squiggles 

underground! 

PUP Campaign—Dogs Can’t Flush 

Wild Animal Tracks 

and Scat 

Read Aloud: Whose 

Poop Is That  

UM Scat and Pellets 

Madison Audubon Society 

Mammal Scat: A Video Lesson for 

Kids 

The One Show: Earthworms  

Scientific Article: Environmental 

Contamination by Dog Feces  

EXPLORING SCAT AT HOME ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

GIVE IT A TRY!! 

Make a wormarium and observe 

worms making castings. This worm-

friendly habitat can be created in a 

glass or clear plastic container so you 

can observe them!  

Check out the instructions here 
 

Nat Geo Kids Wormery 

Strange, but true! Giant 

Swallowtail Caterpillars use a 

unique form of camouflage for 

protection: they disguise 

themselves as bird droppings! 

Check out these links to learn 

more 

OH Birds and Biodiversity 

UF Featured Creature   

Whose 

scat is 

that?!? 

https://columbus.momcollective.com/diycrafts/playdough-homemade-fun/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ1Wg0F3siE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTvAyFwb9VA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62e33enZjSU
https://www.predatorguard.com/blog/identify-signs-of-wild-animals
https://www.predatorguard.com/blog/identify-signs-of-wild-animals
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRJh7xkHnSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRJh7xkHnSY
http://www.biokids.umich.edu/guides/tracks_and_sign/leavebehind/scat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGw9oXuhSYs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGw9oXuhSYs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGw9oXuhSYs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EODCIY-3E0M
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3564131/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3564131/
https://rangerrick.org/crafts_activities/make-a-wormarium/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/home-is-good/how-to-make-a-wormery/
http://jimmccormac.blogspot.com/2013/09/giant-swallowtail-ugly-duckling-tale.html#:~:text=Giant%20Swallowtail%20caterpillars%20feed%20on,Prickly%2Dash%2C%20Zanthoxylum%20americanum
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/citrus/giantswallowtail.htm


Caterpillar Frass 

 

Worm Castings 

 

Raccoon Scat 

 

Goose Poop

 

Coyote Scat 

 

Rabbit Scat 

 

Bird Dropping 
(with seeds!) 

 

Poo Emoji 
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