October 2020

Backyard Conversation
Connecting Community + Conservation
Welcome to the Backyard Conversation! Each month we'll be sharing a conservation topic
from a more personal viewpoint for our readers. To make this successful, I want to hear
feedback from you! I'll include a poll at the bottom regarding our topic and share links to
some of our partner organizations with similar messages. So, let's get to it!

Stormwater Awareness
Sorry this wasn't sent out the last week in October!

Did you know that experts believe almost 70% of the pollution in our rivers and lakes is
carried there by stormwater runoff? Yuck. Stormwater is also a leading cause of erosion
and flooding. Not to mention the amount of money it takes to treat and clean water
contaminated with sediment and pollution before it can be used for drinking water. Imagine
a world without clean water? No running water in your household, no toilets, no shower, no
coffee. No water for emergencies, for hospitals or firefighters. It's a scary thought.
This is why education and awareness about stormwater runoff is important for all
residents. Stormwater awareness offers central Ohioans an opportunity to learn how they

can take small actions to make a big impact right here in Franklin County and anyone can
participate; residents, municipalities, townships, schools, watershed, or community
groups, and more! Even though Stormwater Awareness Week has passed, we encourage
communities and residents to engage in stormwater awareness year round!

So, how can you get involved?
Attend or set-up a socially distanced community or neighborhood clean-up (litter,
streams, stormwater ponds, etc)
Clear storm-drains of leaf debris in your neighborhood
Plant native trees & plants in your garden or with a local community group
Install or DIY a rain barrel to catch stormwater runoff
Build a rain garden on your property
Attend an educational workshops or tours (residents/businesses/contractors)
Check the weather report before applying fertilizer to your lawn or any oil or
chemicals to driveways and sidewalks. This will protect the environment and your
pocketbook.
Make sure lawns have 3-4 inches of topsoil under the grass. This will reduce runoff,
as well as make lawns easier to maintain.
Always pick up and properly dispose of pet waste
Businesses can participate too! Visit www.franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partnerprogram
There is so much we can do for clean water in Franklin County and Central Ohio. Your
very own yard can make a measurable difference by improving water and air quality.
Stormwater runoff is a major cause of water pollution in urban areas. When rain falls on
our roofs, streets, and parking lots in cities and their suburbs, the water cannot soak into
the ground as it should. Stormwater drains through gutters, storm sewers, and other
engineered collection systems and is discharged into nearby water bodies. Higher flows
resulting from heavy rains can also cause erosion and flooding in urban streams,
damaging habitat, property, and infrastructure.When rain falls in natural undeveloped
areas, the water is absorbed and filtered by soil and plants so stormwater runoff is cleaner
and less of a problem. In developed urban environments, the stormwater runoff carries
trash, bacteria, heavy metals, and other pollutants from the urban landscape. By
implementing green infrastructure practices, residents can all be a part of the solution to
urban stormwater pollution. Consider one of the options below for your own property or
talk to your local community about including these in new developments!
Permeable Pavements
Green Roofs
Blue Roofs (Stormwater Collection
Stormwater Inlets
Composting (to improve urban soil
quaility)

Stream Buffers
Land Conservation
Urban Tree Canopy
Rain Gardens or Bioswales
Rainwater Harvesting (Rain Barrels!

Let's make Franklin County and Central Ohio a great place to live, work and play!

How Much Do You Know About Clean
Water?
When it comes to protecting our water resources
we all need to be part of the solution. Be The
Change for Clean Water is bringing together ten
counties and a multitude of partners to provide
education, resources, and opportunities to make it
easier for all Central Ohio residents to Be the
Change for Clean Water.
Whether you are concerned about water pollution, participate in outdoor recreation
activities, interested in volunteering, want to protect local wildlife, wish to join community
leaders in developing policies and programs, or need to know how to properly dispose of
trash this site is for you. We can all do something to Be the Change for Clean Water.

Take the quiz at www.bethechangeforcleanwater.org/quiz

Take the Stormwater Awareness PledgeWin a Rain Barrel!
(Chances of winning depend on number of pledges)

Practice Stormwater Awareness year-round! Take a Stormwater Awareness Pledge until
November 22nd for your chance to win a rain barrel through Franklin Soil and Water!

Take the pledge at www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-awareness-pledge

POLL TIME
Let's talk stormwater. In what ways do you already practice stormwater management?
Catching runoff with rain
barrels

Select

Soil amendment through
composting

Select

Keeping the stormdrains clear

Select

Planting Native Trees

Select

Other

Select

In last month's poll almost 50% of you have already sharpened your mower blades! Nice
work getting prepared for fall! Here were the full results-

Already did that!

Last Fall.....sometime.

Supposed to do that?

47.3%

20%

32.7%

Don't forget about our Rain Garden Cost-Shares
Gahanna - Grove City - Hilliard - New Albany
Obetz - Reynoldsburg - Westerville
Visit www.franklinswcd.org/rain-garden-cost-share for additional details!

Next Month
November- Preparing your yard and plants for winter
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