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Born out of the dust storms of the
1930’s, Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District was established
on May 11, 1946 as a part of the nation’s
efforts to protect our vital soil and water
resources. In 1937 President Roosevelt
wrote to the governors of all states
recommending legislation that would
allow local landowners to form soil
conservation districts.
In its early years, Franklin Soil and Water
focused its efforts on agriculture, which
reflected the concerns that brought it
into existence. For the first 20 years,
newsletter articles focused on cover
crops, windbreaks, land smoothing
(grading farmland to eliminate wet
depressions), subsurface drainage,
surface drainage, pond planning

and management, reforestation, and
planting for wildlife.
Beginning in 1966, outdoor education
programming for schools began to
be a part of Franklin Soil and Water’s
activities. The first outdoor education
workshop was held in 1968, and youth
conservation awards began to be
awarded in the same year.
In 1974, the District began hosting land
and soil judging contests for high school
students. The competition tested
students’ ability to judge land and soils
for agricultural and urban land uses. A
conservation essay contest was begun
in 1984, and the first conservation
poster contest for students was held in
1986. The poster contests continue to
Con’t, pg 2

2016 Annual Meeting, Thursday September 15th

Commissioner Brooks and Jennifer
Fish, Director, at the signing of Franklin
County Commissioners’ Resolution
recognizing Franklin Soil and Water for
70 years of Conservation.

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation
District’s 70th Annual Meeting is
Thursday, September 15, 2016 from 5:00
to 8:00 p.m. This year, to celebrate 70
years of conservation, we will hold the
Annual Meeting at The Boat House at
Confluence Park, located at W. Spring
Street, Columbus 43212 to enjoy an
evening along the Columbus skyline.

A review of activities and projects from
the last year will begin at 7:00 p.m
with our keynote speaker, Larry Vance,
who before his retirement in 2002
had served five directors of the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources.

Voting for one(1) member of our Board
of Supervisors will take place from
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. (Read more about
the election, voting eligibility and
candidates on pages 2 and 3.)

The Conservation Stewardship Award
is awarded to landowners, businesses,
or organizations over the past year
that have exemplified our mission
of promoting responsible land-use
decisions for conservation, protection
and improvement of soil and water
resources.

There will also be many opportunities
to network with local government staff,
elected officials, private-sector partners,
landowners and volunteers.

Then it’s onto our favorite part of the
Annual Meeting—the conservation
awards!

The Educator of the Year Award is
presented to a formal or nonformal
See Annual Meeting, pg 2
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educator whose willingness to go the
extra mile helps students appreciate
nature and understand environmental
interactions.

be held annually. The Envirothon is
a national program for high school
students with which Franklin Soil
and Water has been involved since
1990.

The Annual Meeting also serves as a
fundraiser for the Conservation Fund.
Conservation projects throughout
Franklin County have been supported
by guests’ purchases of silent auction
items.
Last year’s silent auction raised $1,050.
With our yearly tree sale and other
donations, Franklin Soil and Water
was able to award a combined $4,500
in mini-grants, which were awarded
to 4 local organizations: Friends of
the Lower Olentangy Watershed,
Chadwick Arboretum, The Columbus
Zoo and Aquarium, and Friends of
the Ohio Governor’s Residence and
Heritage Garden. To learn more about
the projects which were awarded
the mini grants, you can visit: http://
www.franklinswcd.org/2016/03/
conservation-fund-mini-grants-nowavailable/.
If interested in attending our 70th
Annual Meeting, the registration form
is on page 5, please mail a check or
invoice request with your registration.

Franklin Soil and Water’s
engagement with urbanization
extends back to 1969, when a
representative of the District
was asked to sit on the County’s
Technical Subdivision Review
Board. It expanded with a
workshop on a newly developed
stormwater manual in 1978 and
the hiring of a Pollution Abatement
Specialist in 1980.
Additional stormwater workshops
were held in 1982 and 1990. The
District’s work with erosion and
sediment control began in 1991,
and by 1993 Franklin Soil and
Water was reviewing sediment
and erosion control plans. In
2003, Franklin Soil and Water
co-sponsored the first Central
Ohio Stormwater and Erosion
Control Expo, an annual event that
continues.
Some of the practices, projects,
and concerns that seem new today

have been a part of the District’s
activities for a long time. Cover
crops were a staple of Franklin Soil
and Water’s practices from the very
beginning. In June 1969, an article
on “Pollution of Our Environment
by Agriculture” appeared in the
District’s newsletter. “Environment
Pollution – Whose Fault?” was the
title for speaker’s address at the
1970 annual meeting. A water
quality management plan for
the middle Scioto was underway
1977, the same year that the
first stormwater manual was
completed. The first law to address
erosion control on construction
sites was passed in 1979, and
Franklin Soil and Water cosponsored a forum on “Nitrates in
Drinking Water” on March 7, 1984.
Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District has been
a vital part of Franklin County’s
life for 70 years now. While its
programming has evolved to
meet the needs of the times, its
commitment to soil and water
conservation has remained
constant.

Those who prefer to pay by credit
card, you can register online: http://
fswcdcelebrating70.eventbrite.com.

Thank you to our Annual Meeting
sponsors: American Electric
Power, Coldwater Consulting LLC,
TruGreen, McMahon DeGulis LLP,
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company,
Stantec & MWH Global, City Folk
Farm Shop, & ms consultants, inc.
Historic photo of The Dust Bowl otherwise known as the “Dirty Thirties”
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Board of Supervisors’ Election
September 15th, 2016
The Ohio Soil and Water
Conservation District will cause
an Election of Supervisors of
the Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District to be held in
accordance with Chapter 940.04 of
the Ohio Revised Code.
Residents or landowners, firms
and corporations that own land
or occupy land in Franklin County
and are 18 years of age and
older may vote for supervisors.
A non-resident landowner, firm
or corporation must provide
an affidavit of eligibility, which
includes designation of a voting
representative, prior to casting a
ballot.

Franklin Soil and Water History

There are three ways an eligible
voter can cast a ballot: (1) at
the annual meeting, which
will take place September 15,
2016, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.; (2)
at the Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District office from
8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. after
August 24, 2016; or (3) vote
absentee by requesting the
proper absentee request forms
from the Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District office at
1404 Goodale Boulevard, Suite
100, Columbus, OH 43212.

Teacher Education Workshop from 1968

For more information, call the
office at (614) 486-9613 or visit the
website at www.franklinswcd.org.

Laying Clay Tile in Field circa 1960’s

Left: Franklin Soil
and Water Board of
Supervisors’ from 1957
Streambank Erosion circa 1960’s

Right: Franklin Soil and
Water’s 1973 Annual
Meeting and Election
Land and Soil Judging Contest
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Candidates for Board of Supervisors
CHRIS WIBLE is the Director of U.S. Manufacturing Quality & Continuous Improvement
at Scotts Miracle-Gro. He previously led Scotts’ Environmental Stewardship Program
where he collaborated with federal, state, and local water quality organizations to
address urban stormwater and nutrient management issues.
Chris is an active member of the National Association of Conservation Districts and
represents Franklin County on the Urban and Community Resource Policy Group
which works to inform local districts of programs and resources that are available at
the state and national level for implementation in their communities. He is a member
of the Ohio Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force II, organized in 2012 by Ohio EPA, in
partnership with ODA, ODNR, and the Ohio Lake Erie Commission, and charged with
developing phosphorus reduction targets and developing policy and management
recommendations to help improve water quality.
Chris is actively working with conservation districts across Ohio to enable partners and
districts to share information and ideas, build relationships, and leverage the unique
strengths and resources of each district to implement urban programming. As urban
populations grow, and budgets are constrained, this sharing of resources and programs
is critical to achieving our mission of conserving, protecting, and improving our soil and
water resources.
Chris is completing his first term and is seeking re-election to the Board of Supervisors.

Dr. ANUJA SRIPARAMESWARAN is a board certified pediatrician at the department of
Ambulatory Pediatrics at Nationwide Children’s Hospital and Clinical assistant professor
of pediatrics at the OSU College of Medicine. She received her medical degree from The
University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston and residency training in pediatrics at
The University of Texas Medical School of Houston. She currently serves as an active
member of the FSWCD Associate Board.
A resident of New Albany, Anuja is a strong advocate for the reduction of medical waste
in Columbus Ohio. She is a member of Sierra Club and an ardent supporter of National
Park Conservation Association, National Wildlife Federation, National Resources
Conservation Service and World Wildlife Federation.
She frequently lectures pediatric residents at the Ohio State College of Medicine on
newborn care and also teaches third year medical students at Ohio State Wexner
Medical Center and Mount Carmel East Hospital. She is an active member of safe sleep
committee at Nationwide Children’s hospital. As a member strongly advocates mothers
and other house hold members to quit tobacco to prevent sudden infant death
syndrome.
As a mother of two children and a pediatrician she is sincerely concerned of the longterm environmental health of our water soil and air. Her long list of activism includes
memberships with The International Medical Health Organization, Fellow of American
Academy of Pediatrics, American Association of Indian Origin, and Breast Feeding
Council Member of American Academy of Pediatrics and section of tobacco control
with American Academy of Pediatrics.
4

Creating Conservation Solutions for 70 Years

August 2016

Frankly Speaking

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

5df

Volume 70 Issue 2 		

2016 Annual Meeting Registration

You may also register online: https://fswcdcelebrating70.eventbrite.com

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is celebrating our 70th year! Join us for our
Annual Meeting and Board of Supervisors’ Election on September 15th, 2016 at The Boat House at
Confluence Park. Come & enjoy an evening of networking, dinner, and conservation awards.

All proceeds from the annual meeting and the silent auction go to Franklin Soil and Water’s Conservation
Fund, which supports student, landowner and community conservation projects throughout the county.
We look forward to seeing you at our 70th Annual Meeting!

Creating Conservation Solutions for 70 Years

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

You can also participate in your soil and water conservation district by casting a vote for one member
of the five-person, publicly elected Board of Supervisors. Election rules and applications for absentee
ballots can be found at www.franklinswcd.org.

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF CONSERVATION
September 15th, 2016 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm

The Boat House at Confluence Park • 679 W. Spring Street, Columbus, OH 43215

Name: ________________________________________
Organization: __________________________________

Phone: _______________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: ________________________

Email: _________________________________________

State: ________ Zip: __________

Please indicate the number of Annual Meeting tickets requested:
Adults ($38) _____

Pair of Tickets ($70) _____

Table for 10 ($300)_____

(Please make check payable to Franklin Soil and Water) Total ticket cost: $ ___________
Dinner Selection:
_____ Chicken		
_____ Salmon		
_____ Vegetarian
(Please note the number of meals needed for each ticket reserved. Contact our office with any allergy concerns.)
Additional Guests Attending:
_______________________________________________________________________________
Please register by Monday, September 12th. Tickets will be emailed to main contact; otherwise, they can be
picked up at the annual meeting registration desk.
Thank you to our 2016 Annual Meeting Sponsors! If you are interested in sponsoring our Annual Meeting,
contact our office at (614) 486-9613 or email Kristin Hilson, khilson@franklinswcd.org.
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Get Grassy!
“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy.”*
When it comes to lawn care,
summertime can be one of the easiest
times of the year. If you allow your
grass to go dormant (well-established
lawns only), you do not need to water,
and if it does not rain much, you should
not need to mow much either. Please
remember, if you do mow, mow high (3”
or higher),

Planning for Fall
and leave the grass clippings on the
lawn (They do not create thatch, but
instead provide nutrients to your lawn.)
Keep your clippings and lawn care
products off of the sidewalk, driveway
and street where they could be washed
into our creeks.

Fertilizing during periods of drought
and high temperatures can damage
your lawn while promoting heat-loving
weeds. Fertilizing can wait until fall,
the best time of the year to fertilize.
For more tips and the opportunity to
receive free stuff, take the Get Grassy
pledge at: http://www.getgrassy.org/.
* - From the song, “Summertime,” lyrics
by DuBose Heyward, co-credited to Ira
Gershwin

In the heat of the summer is the best
time to plan ahead for the fall. With
regard to your yard, fall is a great time
for getting perennials and trees planted.
In fact, it is probably the best time to
plant trees. The cool weather reduces
heat stress on the new plantings, and
this is the season where a tree’s energy
goes into its roots and not its leaves,
helping it get established before next
summer’s heat.

Visit www.communitybackyards.org
for information on how you can claim
your reimbursement!

If you fertilize your lawn, fall is the best
time to do so. Remember that your
leaves can help add nutrients to your
turf as well. Use your lawn mower to
chop up your leaves and leave them on
your grass to break down. They will add
organic matter to your soil in addition
to the nutrients. As with anything that
could wash off sidewalks, driveways and
streets, please keep leaves and fertilizer
off of hard surfaces where they could be
washed into our creeks.
Keep in mind that rebates are available
for most residents of Franklin County
for purchasing an approved rain barrels,
compost bin or native plants and trees
Plant a tree, receive a reimbursement!
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Pond Stocking
Largemouth bass, channel catfish and
bluegill are recommended species for
stocking Ohio ponds. Forage species,
such as minnow or bluegill, should be
stocked as a food source for largemouth
bass. Stocking rates will vary according
to pond size. Below is a general stocking
recommendation from our vendor for a
one-acre pond:
100 Bass
200 Bluegill
100 Catfish
100 Perch
100 Shell cracker
100 Hybrid bluegill
1000 Minnows
5-10 White amur

Fish Sale Information and Order Form

Instructions for Fish Sale Ordering
1.

Fill out the order form and return with check to Franklin Soil and Water, 1404
Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43212.

2.

Or place your order online at http://shop.franklinswcd.org/index.
php?route=product/category&path=83.

3.

Last day to order fish is Tuesday, October 4th at 4:30 p.m.

4. Pick-up your order at Ohio Division of Wildlife (1500 Dublin Road,
Columbus 43215) on Thursday, October 13 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
5.

Best predator + best
forager = Balance
These fish add
variety to the menu.
Remember to add
fish that you would
enjoy catching and/
or eating.
Depends on the
quantity and species
of pond weeds.

Yellow perch are commonly thought of
as competitors of bluegill. While they
do eat the same food, they cohabit well
when they are stocked with a 1:1:1 ratio
of bass, bluegill and perch. Yellow perch
will spawn in early April, while bluegill will
spawn in late May. Yellow perch prefer
overhanging brush or vegetation in about
four feet of water for their eggs.
The white amur sold by Franklin Soil
and Water are sterile triploid and cannot
reproduce. It is important that you do
not overstock these fish, as some aquatic
weeds in your pond are desirable for
oxygen production and fish habitat.
It is also important to remember that any
type of fish has the potential to take over
a pond if overstocked or if not properly
managed. Information about each species
we sell can be found in our online shop
at http://shop.franklinswcd.org/index.
php?route=product/category&path=83
Additional resources for pond stocking
guidance are the Fender’s Fish and Llama
Farm’s Farm Pond Managment Guide
(which can be purchased for $20 on the
order form to the right), and the online
Ohio Pond Management Handbook,
available from ODNR at http://wildlife.
ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/pondmanagement
7
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Line a five-gallon bucket with a clean plastic bag
and fill it half way with water from your pond (see
graphic to right). The fish are fingerlings and quite
small, except for the white amur. Two white amur
will fit in a five-gallon bucket.

6. Deliver fish to your pond immediately.
7.

Fish are guaranteed to be in good condition, but
there is no guaranteed survival.

8.

There are no refunds. Please have someone pick up
the fish for you if you are unavailable.

Size
(inches)

Cost

Largemouth bass

2-3

$0.85 each

Bluegill

2-4

$0.75 each

Channel catfish

4-5

$0.75 each

Yellow perch

2-3

$0.85 each

Red ear shell cracker

2-4

$0.85 each

Hydrid bluegill

2-4

$0.85 each

Species

Fatheaded minnow

1-2

100 for $6

White amur (triploid)

8-10

$13.00 each

Farm Pond Management Guide
My fish sale total cost

Quantity

Total Cost

$20.00 each

$

My name __________________________________________________
My organization’s name ______________________________________
Complete address ___________________________________________
		

___________________________________________

Daytime phone number ______________________________________
E-mail address ______________________________________________
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Connect With Us

Linking ourselves to our community

Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible, Chair

@franklinswcd

Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District Ohio

Jessica D’Ambrosio, Vice Chair
Thomas Shockley, Treasurer
David Donofrio, Secretary
John Moorehead

facebook.com/franklinsoilandwater

@franklinsoilandwater
pinterest.com/FranklinSWCD

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100 Columbus, OH 43212
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