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2017 Stewardship/Poster Contest Theme: “Healthy Soils Are Full of Life.”
In 1955, the National Association of Conservation Districts began a national program to
encourage Americans to focus on stewardship and taking care of their natural resources.
It is one of the world’s largest conservation-related observances. Stewardship Week is
officially celebrated from the last Sunday in April to the first Sunday in May. This year
it is: April 30 to May 7, 2017. Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District celebrates
through their annual Conservation Poster Contest. (See the back
page for additional information about the contest).
Productive soils are the foundation of any healthy ecosystem. As
the world’s population grows and demand for food production
increases, it’s essential that we work together to protect and enhance our soils. Healthy
soils contain a myriad of micro and macro-organisms all doing their part to maintain soil
quality, provide nutrients, break down toxic elements and interact with water and air to
help maintain a healthy natural environment. We tend to take soil for granted, but when
the rich topsoil is removed or damaged plant growth becomes a real challenge. It is
important to remember: “Don’t treat your soil like Dirt!”

Get Grassy!
Franklin Soil and Water
dates to remember:

How you treat your lawn matters for water quality in central Ohio! Healthy lawns have
deeper root systems, are drought and disease tolerance, and are better for water quality
because they absorb more rainfall.

Poster Contest
February 27 - March 24

Top Soil is King: Good topsoil is the foundation for a healthy lawn, but many new
homes have had their topsoil compacted and removed during construction, leaving
behind debris and clay. These lawns soak up little water and require more fertilizer and
pesticides. To slowly improve topsoil so your grass grows better, add organic materials
like lawn clippings and mulched leaves.

Envirothon
April 25
Tree & Plant Sale
April 28 & 29
www.franklinswcd.org
for more details

Leaf it on your lawn: Grass clippings and shredded leaves return nutrients and organic
matter to your lawn and soil, and prevent soil compaction caused by rain and foot traffic.
Instead of bagging them, use excess leaf material in garden beds or add it to your
compost bin for a good carbon (“brown”) source.
Winter is for the birds: Leaving plant materials (such as seedheads and tall grasses)
provides food and cover for birds and bugs, and adds winter interest to landscapes.
The City of Columbus, Franklin Soil and Water, and local lawn care companies have
partnered to encourage our residents to do their part for water quality by caring for their
lawn properly. Read more at www.getgrassy.org and take our pledge to receive a free
gift.

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100

Columbus, OH 43212
Phone: 614-486-9613

Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Future City Competition: January 14, 2016 (Saturday)
If you have not heard of this annual competition, come out to Columbus State Community College and watch
the Ohio’s regional Future City Competition to see what it’s all about. Although registration for this year’s
competition is now closed, volunteer opportunities may still be available. Please contact Ohio’s Regional
Coordinator, Debbie Morgan at ohio@futurecity.org or for more information, visit their web site at http://
futurecity.org/ohio.
Future City is a STEM program developed for middle school students (grades 6-8) to encourage careers in
Engineering, Architecture, City Planning, etc. and is part of National Engineer’s Week. The students design a
‘City of the Future’ in SimCity game software, write a themed essay about their city, build a physical model of
a portion of their city, and give a presentation on the benefits of their city. The computer model and essays are
judged in advance, but the physical models and presentations are judged at the regional competition.
NEW for 2017!
COSI is launching Two new 21st Century Lab programs for 2017:
Weather:
Weather is all around us and does some amazing things. Learn about the components of our weather; air and
water in the COSI Planetarium. Watch cloud formations and identify them and what they mean, discover
how severe weather forms. Experience adventure with storm chasers in a special showing of the Tornado
Alley in the National Geographic Giant Screen Theater.
Available: February 23, March 3, 24, 31, April 14, 25, May 11, 12, 17
Engineering:
Engineering is a very broad and exciting field that impacts our lives everywhere. Explore some of the
magnificent creations designed by Engineers through the movie Dream Big, in the National Geographic
Giant Screen Theater. Engage in engineering challenges which enhance 21st Century Skills, and spend some
quality time with an engineer in the field, discovering what is so amazing about the work that engineers do
to make our lives better.
Available: February 22, March 15, 22, 23, 28, April 4, 17, 19, 28
Program cost is: $20 per student/teacher/chaperone. Scholarships available
For more information please see our website: http://www.cosi.org/educators/field-trips/21st-centurylearning-labs
Field Trip Investigations to Dawes Arboretum
Registration is now open for field trips to The Dawes Arboretum. In less than an hour,
travel east to Licking County to a sprawling 2,000-acre complex of tree collections, landscaped gardens and a rustic field station. Guided inquiry programs await groups of up to
75 students per day. Teachers and chaperons are admitted free while student rates are no more than $6.
For more information, go to www.dawesarb.org and look for the tabs Learn, Groups & Scouts or call
740-323-2355 and ask about the Educator Resources Guide."
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Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Educational Opportunities Available
Our educators provide two-hour programs designed as an extension of
your science classroom and correlated to the ODE Science Standards.
We meet the needs of students by giving them an experiential learning
adventure in a unique ecosystem in the heart of Columbus. Instruction
takes place at the Grange Insurance Audubon Center, located at the Scioto Audubon Metro Park off Whittier
Street just minutes south of downtown. For program descriptions and to schedule a program, contact Allison
Clark, Education Program Manager, at aclark@audubon.org.
Indian Village Outdoor Education Center
Located on the west bank of the Scioto River at Griggs Reservoir, Indian Village Outdoor
Education Center offers affordable environmental education and outdoor skills programs
through the Columbus Recreation and Parks Department. Nature trails, caves, creeks, and the
Scioto River form the backdrop for your students to explore and discover the many wonders
of nature. Some of our programs offered include fossils, animal tracks, archery, canoeing,
reptiles, river studies, and more! Unable to take a field trip this year? Don’t worry we can also come to you!
Find more information (including pricing) on our Website www.columbusrecparks.com - go to Find a Program
and click on Outdoor Education. Please call us at 614-645-3380. We look forward to seeing you soon!
Field Trips to the Landfill!
SWACO offers field trips to the Franklin County Sanitary Landfill (FCSL) for school groups
(1st grade and up) and other interested organizations and clubs. The presentation consists of a
preliminary discussion and slide show that outlines the engineering, regulations and monitoring of
a modern day sanitary landfill. Visitors will also learn about waste diversion and recycling,
beneficial use of closed landfill sites, the difficulty of siting a sanitary landfill and the future outlook for waste disposal in Franklin County. Immediately following the presentation at the resource center,
visitors will enter the landfill site to view the working face. The experience will offer first-hand knowledge
that many will not forget! Visitors will remain inside the vehicle or school bus at all times. There is no charge
for the trip and bus reimbursement is available to all Franklin County schools up to $185.00 per bus.
Contact Jerry Olmstead, Education Specialist at (614) 871-5100 or jerry.olmstead@swaco.org to schedule
your group. For more information, go to http://www.swaco.org/Education/TourLandfill.aspx.
Bring the Farm to You this Spring!
Spring on a farm is magical! Transport some of that magic right to your school with a Bring the
Farm to You program. Imagine - you could have chicks hatching in your classroom, farm animals
on your lawn, or a beekeeper suited up with all their equipment. Your students can experience the maple sugaring process, tend worms in their class, plant their own veggies, or experience how wool is spun into yarn or
made into felt. All Bring the Farm to You programs come right to you and cover important topics such as
pollination, life cycles, history, and how our lives are connected to the natural world. Programs are correlated
to Ohio’s New Learning Standards for K-8 science and social studies so it is easy to pick a program that
supports your curriculum.
Visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com for more information or contact christa@bringthefarmtoyou.com for a
complete program and price list and a copy of the learning standard correlations.
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Upcoming Events for Educators
Integrated Environmental Lessons!
Workshops for Formal and Non-formal Educators
at Highbanks Metro Park
Join naturalists, environmental educators, teachers and homeschooling parents as we explore the value and
vulnerability of our natural resources through a series of interactive workshops
Using Maps, Apps, and More to Teach Environmental Education
Saturday, January 7, 2017 - 8:30 am– 4:00 pm – NEW DATE!!
From tracing water pollution back to its source, to searching maps for your location, to designing your own
nature hike, we will explore ways to add technology to your environmental lessons. Bring an electronic device
that has internet and GPS access. Materials geared for grades K-8, but all are welcome. $5 workshop fee.
Project Wet: Water Education for Teachers
Saturday, January 21, 2017 - 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Receive, explore and experience the Project Wet resource guide containing teacher-tested and classroom-ready
interdisciplinary activities developed to engage students in a better understanding of water as a resource, a
habitat and a source of life. Materials geared for grades K-12. $5 workshop fee. Project WET Curriculum/
Books are being provided by the Ohio EPA, Office of EE.
Environmental Explorations
Saturday, March 4, 2017 - 8:30 am – 4:00 pm
Participate in a variety of hands-on learning activities covering environmental such as geology, landforms,
weathering and erosion. The workshop may conclude with a tour of Olentangy Indian Caverns. Targeted for
educators in grades K-8, but all are welcome. $5 workshop fee.
To register on-line go to:
http://franklinswcdeducation.eventbrite.com and submit the information requested.
For more information contact:
Linda Pettit at Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, lindapettit@franklinswcd.org
Workshop Sponsors Include:
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Upcoming Events for Educators
Project Green Teacher - Winter 2017 Series - Grow Your Knowledge!
Change your life and change the lives of the youth in your care through gardening. This ten-week,
two-hour series, which includes registration to the annual We Dig Ohio! Conference, will increase
your knowledge base, introduce you to resource personnel, offer networking opportunities, and increase your
confidence as a garden educator. Research shows that gardening with youth has significant impacts, including
better test scores, increased love of learning, greater nutrition awareness, and more. Help make educational
gardening a solid part of the culture in central Ohio by learning best practices in gardening education as well
as ways to educate, engage, and mentor others. Together we can grow school garden education in Ohio.
Project Green Teacher is a program facilitated by Ohio State University 4-H personnel in Franklin County, in
collaboration with the Central Ohio School Garden Advisory Committee comprised of area partners. This
series is open to educators, afterschool personnel, and others in Central Ohio who would like to know more
about school gardening. The program will take place on Wednesdays from 6–8 p.m. at the Waterman Farm off
of Lane Avenue on the Ohio State University campus. The first session starts January 4th!
Attendees who complete the program requirements and attend 10 of the 12 sessions will earn a Project Green
Teacher certification and 26 contact hours. Cost is $150 and includes registration for the We Dig
Ohio! Conference.
For more information, contact Sue Hogan with OSU Extension at hogan.239@osu.edu.

38th Annual OEFFA Conference - February 9-11, 2017
The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association (OEFFA) conference: Growing Today,
Transforming Tomorrow, will include sessions on sustainable agriculture, livestock, homesteading,
cooking, and business (and so much more!). Web site: http://www.oeffa.org/conference2017
EECO Winter Conference - February 3 & 4, 2017
Winter Snow – Creative Ways to Teach STEM in the Winter!
This annual conference will go from Friday evening through all day Saturday at Camp
Nuhop located at 1077 Hanover Twp. Rd. 2916, Perrysville, OH 44864 (adjacent to Mohican
State Park). Sponsored by the Environmental Education Council of Ohio. For more details
and online registration at: https://eeco.wildapricot.org/event-2325747.
EECO Annual Conference and 50th Anniversary!
April 6-9, 2017 at Deer Creek State Park Lodge and Conference Center
Conference Theme: “Honoring our past, looking to the FUTURE.”
1st Annual Ohio Student Wildlife Research Symposium
April 6, 2017, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (In conjunction with the EECO Annual Conference)
High school students will present their wildlife-related research projects through paper and poster sessions to
an audience of fellow student researchers, biologists, and wildlife management agencies.
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January: National Hobby Month
11th: Aldo Leopold’s birthday (1887)
- read Sand County Almanac!
14th: Dress Up Your Pet Day
21st: Squirrel Appreciation Day
29th: National Puzzle Day

February: National Cherry Month
2nd: Ground Hog’s Day
6th: Take Your Child to the Library Day
7th: National Periodic Table Day
16th; Innovation Day
26th: National Tell a Fairy Tale

March: National Music in our Schools Month
2nd: Dr. Seuss’s birthday (1904) - read the Lorax!
11th: Johnny Appleseed Day
22nd: World Day for Water
21st: World Forestry Day
28th: National Weed Appreciation Day

April: National Lawn and Garden Month
2nd: International Children’s Book Day
3rd: National Find a Rainbow Day
15th: National Take a Wild Guess Day
17th: National Bat Appreciation Day
22nd: Earth Day
29th: National Zipper Day

Franklin Soil and Water Happenings
2017 Conservation Poster Contest - February, 27—March 24, 2017
Franklin Soil and Water is proud to once again sponsor the conservation poster contest. This
annual contest provides young people the opportunity to better appreciate our environment
through the creation of an original artwork. The theme “Healthy Soils are Full of Life” highlights the fact that productive soils are the foundation of any healthy ecosystem. Teachers will be provided with
background material to help inform students about this topic and inspire ideas. The contest will run from February
27th through March 24th , winners will be announced in April around Earth Day. The deadline to register is
February 24th. To register your class or youth group, or for more information, contact Linda Pettit at:
linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org.
2017 Area 5 Envirothon Competition - April 25, 2017 at Scioto Grove Metro Park, Franklin County
It is time to register teams for the Envirothon! Any high school team of five students with an adult
sponsor can compete. Students from 17 counties in Central and Southern Ohio will answer multiple
choice questions in the areas of —forestry, soils, wildlife, and aquatic ecology—plus a current
environmental issue. The 2017 environmental topic is: “Agricultural Soil and Water Conservation
Stewardship”. To register a team or find out more details, please contact Linda at:
linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org.
Annual Tree and Plant Sale - Pre-order will start late January (order deadline - April 10th)
Franklin Soil and Water is offering native tree and shrub seedlings (bare root and container-grown), and
specialty tree seedling packs including: Riparian, Plants for Pollinators, For the Birds, Honeysuckle
Replacement, and Backyard Bounty. In addition there will be perennial flowers, native grass and wildflower seeds. The majority of the plants are Ohio-natives. The sale is pre-order with limited day-of-sale plants and
materials available. Order forms will be posted on our Web site www.franklinswcd.org and in our newsletter,
Frankly Speaking, along with an online purchasing option. Profits from our annual spring sale go to our
Conservation Fund, which we use for conservation projects across Franklin County. The deadline to order is
Monday, April 10th. Orders will be available for pick-up on Friday, April 28th (7 a.m.- 6 p.m.) and Saturday, April
29th (8 a.m.-12 p.m.). The pick-up location will be at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of
Wildlife, located at 1500 Dublin Road (please note this is not our office location).
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service are equal opportunity providers and employers.

