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Sherry Collins:

Share your “creeking” data with other teachers in the new
Stream Quality Monitoring Web Site
Stream quality monitoring (or “creeking”) is a great
learning activity for students of all ages. One of the
simplest ways to monitor the quality of water in our
streams is to sample the macroinvertebrate population.
By learning about these “critters”, like crayfish, freshwater clams, riffle beetles, snails, sowbugs, and a whole
host of insect larvae and nymphs, and observing which
ones are found in greater quantity, students can learn to
distinguish a healthy stream from an unhealthy stream. They can also gain a greater
understanding of how human actions can impact the health of our streams.
When your students observe and record their findings, they are collecting data that
can be valuable information. And sharing that collected data with other groups can,
over time, give your students a larger picture of the health of our streams.

Franklin Soil and Water has developed a Web site to allow teachers to share the data
their students collect on stream quality monitoring field trips.
614-486-9613 ext. 110
scollins@franklinswcd.org  To get started, go to http://kkeljo.wix.com/streamsamplingdatafswcd/ for
background information on stream quality monitoring and how to collect data.
 Then for identification guides to macroinvertebrates, use the “SQM Detailed
Picture Form” under Data Collection\Data Collection Forms.
 To record your data, use the downloadable “Sheet for printing”.
 After you have collected and recorded your data, download the “sheet for uploading data” under Data Collection Forms and transfer your data to the Excel file
Contact info:
spreadsheet. (There are also instructions, under “How to Contribute Data”, on
using a smart phone app to electronically record data in the field.)
Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District
 To add your data to the Web site, send an email to kkeljo@franklinswcd.org with
1404 Goodale Blvd.,
your attached data file and include the name of the collection site and your school.
Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212

Phone: 614-486-9613
www.franklinswcd.org

If you want to view stream data that others have contributed, use the “Go to Data
Page” button on the Web site and search for data either by location (watershed) or by
organization. The data your students and other groups collect can even become
valuable information in alerting the scientific community to the need for further
scientific investigation.
As mentioned in the last issue of this newsletter, A Guide to Ohio Streams
(downloadable at http://epa.ohio.gov/oeef/oee_publications.aspx) is a wonderful
resource for helping students understand how the streams from which they explore fit
into the larger picture of Ohio’s major watersheds. Stream quality monitoring can
become a great way to encourage your students to join a larger conservation effort!
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Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Stream Quality Monitoring (SQM) programs (classroom/field) for students
Attention Science Teachers! The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources Division of Watercraft’s Scenic Rivers Program offers
FREE Stream Quality Monitoring (SQM) programs for students
in the classroom and in the field. SQM is an excellent way to involve students
in hands-on activities that foster an appreciation and awareness for our natural surroundings, making them
environmentally responsible citizens. Out in the field, students observe, collect and identify aquatic “bugs”.
They learn about the aquatic food chain and the importance of the ecological balance in our streams and
river by determining the pollution tolerance of the organisms they find. The SQM project is versatile and is
easily modified to assist you in meeting the state standard curriculum appropriate for your grade. For more
information contact Tiffany Taylor at (740) 548-5490 or email her at tiffany.taylor@dnr.state.oh.us. You can
also attend a workshop demonstration. For SQM workshop details, go to http://watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/sqm.

GreenSpot Kids Program
Looking for a little Green for your classroom? Check out the GreenSpot Kids program! This is an innovative
approach to educating 1st and 2nd graders about sustainability. The hands-on lesson plans
empower students to make choices on how to improve our environment in a fun and collective
way. Tools available to teachers include the GreenSpot and the Dots children’s book, a
laminated chart to track green accomplishments, an interactive Web site, an audio walking
tour of green features common on school grounds; a resource guide, and more! To learn more
about the GreenSpot Kids program check out: www.GreenKids.Columbus.gov.
Indian Village Outdoor Education Center
Located on the west bank of the Scioto River at Griggs Reservoir, Indian Village Outdoor
Education Center offers low cost environmental education and outdoor skills programs
through the Columbus Recreation and Parks Department. Nature trails, caves, creeks, and the
Scioto River form the backdrop for your students to explore and discover the many wonders
of nature. Some of our programs offered include, fossils, animal tracks, archery, canoeing,
reptiles, creek and river studies, and more! Unable to take a field trip this year? Don’t worry
we can also come to you! Find more information (including pricing) on our website www.columbus.gov/
outdooreducation. We look forward to seeing you soon!
Ohio Nature Education - Bringing wildlife to your classroom, party, or meeting!
Offering activity-based and interactive environmental education programs that
align with the Ohio Academic Standards in Science, Ohio Nature Education
can come to your classroom, assembly program, or afterschool enrichment
program with presentations for all ages. Programs range from an
hour-long to all day programs for your facility or your field trip.
For more information about specific program options, including
the assembly programs with Suzanne Goldsmith, author of award-nominated book, Washashore,
visit www.ohionature.org, or contact Mrs. Van at (740) 967-8320, mvs@ohionature.org.

2

Fun Projects and Places to Visit
21st Century Learning Labs
Invest your school’s 21st Century dollars in these new highly-structured programs from COSI that provide
hands-on, inquiry-based science experiences. Schools participating in COSI’s 21st Century Learning Labs
during October or November 2014 will receive free admission for your group’s chaperons and teachers
(within a 1:5 ratio). For specific dates and topics, go to http://www.cosi.org/educators/field-trips/learning-labs,
or call 614-228-2674 for details.
Co-Teaching with COSI - Inquiry-Based Science Teaching in Your Classroom with Your Students
Co-Teaching is a personal, professional development experience for teachers that benefits both teachers and
students. Co-Teaching pairs a teacher with a COSI Master Educator, who comes into his/her classroom to
facilitate inquiry-based science lessons with his/her students. The experiences will be designed to lead students
to explore their own questions about the science topic. Using inquiry starter lessons based on Ohio’s Academic
Content Standards for Science, your students will develop questions to explore that will help them better understand the standard. For available topics, details, and pricing, please call Robin Dungan at 614-228-2674 ext.
2357 or go to http://www.cosi.org/educators/professional-development/workshops.
COSI offers many more ongoing educational opportunities. Go to www.cosi.org and follow these links:
COSI Homeschool Workshops → For Families\Hands-on Workshops\Homeschool Workshops
COSI in the Classroom → For Educators\Outreach Education
COSI Afterschool Workshops → For Educators\Afterschool Workshops
COSI Customizable Professional Development → For Educators\Professional Development
Ride for Clean Ohio - Bike Tour
September 6, 2014 (Saturday) 9:00 AM
ConservOhio along with Ohio League of Conservation Voters, Metro Parks and Earth Share
are sponsoring a Ride for Clean Ohio bike tour happening concurrently in Columbus and
Cincinnati. Meet at Three Creeks Metro Park in Groveport at the Confluence Trail area for a
short 10-mile loop or a long 35-mile loop.
The Clean Ohio Fund is a bond-funded initiative which cleans up brownfields for economic redevelopment,
funds greenfields including open space and parks, preserves farmland for farming and matches funds for
building recreation trails. ConservOhio does not receive or have any control of the fund; we just like what it
does and want to show people what has been accomplished.
The Ride for Clean Ohio is free and open to the public. All you have to do is ride your bike. Riders will
receive a booklet listing all the Clean Ohio Fund projects/sites in Franklin County. For more details or to find
out more about the concurrent bike tour in Cincinnati, email mattnisenoff@ohioconservation.org.
Columbus Zoo Educational Field Trip Programs
Enhance your school field trip experience and give your students the opportunity to learn about and
meet animals at the Zoo. Interactive Auditorium Programs utilize SMART technology and live animals and
are designed to assist teachers in fulfilling the Ohio Academic Content Standards. Finding Fossils (new for
Grades 2-6), teaches how fossils are a record of extinct animals and how dinosaurs compare to the animals
right here at the Zoo! Guided Tours for Grades K-12 are designed to help teachers reinforce classroom
lessons and to assist in fulfilling academic content standards and provide a fun, memorable field trip for your
students. Handheld Computer Programs enables student teams to use handheld computers to explore regions
of the Zoo, while trying to solve a mystery. For more information or to register, visit www.columbuszoo.org or
email schoolprograms@columbuszoo.org.
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Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Activities at Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens
Scary Plants
September 29-October 17, 2014
Immerse your class in the oddities of the plant world while you learn about carnivorous plants, complete a
project, and explore through a field activity. This 2-hour, special seasonal offering coincides with Franklin
Park Conservatory's Scary Plant exhibit and includes a Venus Fly Trap to take back to your classroom. $9/
person (incl. teachers, chaperones). http://www.fpconservatory.org/Plan-A-Visit/Group-and-School-Experiences/School-Programs
Little Green Thumbs (Ages 6-10)
First Saturday every month through December 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Join our youth gardening club for kids (ages 6-10). Through fun, interactive gatherings, children can be
enriched and informed through gardening. September 6: Garden Canvas; October 4: Pumpkin Patch Kids;
November 1: Indoor Garden Adventures; December 6: Winter Wonderland Terrariums. Cost is $7 for
members, $10 for non-members. http://www.fpconservatory.org/The-Experience/Classes/For-Kids/Art,-Food-and-Gardening
Breakfast with Birds (for all ages)
September 13 & 27, October 25, 2014 (Saturdays) 9:00 - 10:30am
Interested in Birding? Want to know where to look for birds in your community? Get started with this popular
hobby. Class includes short hike, a field guide, and the Conservatory Cafe's famous scones! Cost is $5 for
members and $8 for non-members. http://www.fpconservatory.org/The-Experience/Classes/For-Adults/Gardening-Nature
Educator Open House
September 20, 2014 (Saturday) 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Meet Conservatory educators and learn about 2014-15 school programs (returning favorites and new seasonal
options). Free admission to explore the Conservatory: view Blooms & Butterflies, Amazing Butterflies, Chihuly
Collection, and Bonsai display. No RSVP necessary. Must show educator ID at check-in (10-12pm).
Blacklick Creek Celebration at Blacklick Woods Metro Park
September 27, 2014 (Saturday) 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
You're invited to join us for tram rides, creek exploration, crafts, games, fish printing and more! Come to
Blacklick Woods Metro Park (at 6975 E. Livingston Ave. in Reynoldsburg, Ohio) and meet representatives
from Franklin Soil and Water and Ohio Wildlife Center to learn more about the importance of riparian habitats
and how wild animals depend on them. Bring a pair of old tennis shoes to wear in the creek! For more information, visit www.metroparks.net.
Monarch Day at Blendon Woods Nature Center
September 6, 2014 (Saturday) 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Celebrate the 2000-mile journey of these minute migrants and enjoy fun family activities. Bring your camera!
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Capture and tag butterflies. View monarchs in the Monarch Mansion. Learn how to set up a
butterfly garden.
12 p.m. -3 p.m. Children's activities: migration game, puppet show, crafts and more will go on continuously.
Hobbyist Kevin Clark will display his big, scary moth caterpillars.
1 p.m. Learn the intricacies of a monarch's life cycle and see live butterflies and caterpillars.
2 p.m. Learn of the challenges faced by the declining monarch population and how you can help their recovery.
3 p.m. Help release monarchs for their migration to Mexico.
Blendon Woods Metro Park is located at 4265 E. Dublin-Granville Road in Westerville, Ohio. For more
information look for Blendon Woods Metro Park at www.metroparks.net.
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Fun Projects and Places to Visit
"Boo in the Bog" at Cedar Bog Nature Preserve
October 17 & 18, 2014 (Friday and Saturday) 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Join us for a non-scary night walk in the bog with learning stations along the way. Children's activities, face
painting, storytelling and food! Admission price is $6/adult, $5/children 6 and over, and FREE for children
under 6! If you are a Cedar Bog Association member or Ohio History Connection member, receive a $1
discount. For more information on Cedar Bog's events, please contact Cedar Bog at cedarbog@ctcn.net or at
937-484-3744, or visit www.cedarbognp.org.
Bring the Farm to You this School Year!
The Bring the Farm to You educational programs are great for school celebrations, fall
or winter festivals, pioneer days, and as special science or history lessons. Choose from
Apple Cidering (your students get to make and taste fresh cider!), Farm Animal Visits
(farm animals at your school - how great is that!), Beekeeping (a girl in a bee suit with
beekeeping equipment is sure to grab their attention!), Wool Spinning (touch dozens of
different animal and plant fibers and see a spinning wheel in action!), Maple Sugaring
(tasting maple tree sap and pure Ohio syrup will make learning the history of sugaring sweet!), and many more
fascinating programs to grab and hold your students' attention! The best part is that the programs come to you delivering a farm experience right to your school without the need for permission slips or field trip buses!
Visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com for more information or contact christa@bringthefarmtoyou.com to
schedule.
Sustainability Film Series at COSI’s National Geographic Giant Screen Theater
Each evening includes a film screening, presentations from experts, and opportunities to connect
with local resources and organizations. For registration, call COSI at (614) 228-2674. Cost is
$10 for COSI members and $14 in advance for non-members or $16 at the door.
In Organic We Trust
October 16, 2014 (Thursday) 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Are organic food labels more than a trendy buzzword? In Organic We Trust examines industrialized organic
agriculture as well as smaller-scale farmers. The documentary interviews experts from government agencies,
nutritionists, and farmers markets. In Organic We Trust also shows many ways consumers can directly access
and support healthy food programs.
Trashed
November 20, 2014 (Thursday) 6:30 – 9:30 PM
Actor Jeremy Irons travels the world to see the impacts of humankind’s waste. His trip includes visits to the
final destinations of household garbage, electronic waste, and plastics in the ocean. Irons concludes the journey
by highlighting solutions including recycling, composting and reducing packaging on a large scale.
DamNation
December 11, 2014 (Thursday) 6:30 – 9:30 PM
In the 20th century, giant dams were considered an essential part of the United States’ expanding infrastructure.
Decades later, many of these dams are aging and obsolete. DamNation examines the past and current public
and political attitudes regarding removing dams from our waterways. The film also features beautiful views of
the rivers and wildlife impacted by some of America’s iconic dams.
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Upcoming Events for Educators
Naturally Exploring Our Resources
Save the Date for Upcoming Educator Workshops!
Join naturalists, environmental educators and teachers as we explore, explain and
experience the value, variety and vulnerability of our natural resources through a
series of interactive workshops.
Leopold Education Project (LEP)
October 4, 2014 (Saturday) 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM at Grange Insurance Audubon Center
Participate in hands-on indoor and outdoor lessons designed to help students build their own love, respect
and admiration for the land. Learn about Aldo Leopold, developing a good land ethic and related environmental careers. Receive A Sand County Almanac and an activity guide designed to accompany the essays in
A Sand County Almanac. Materials geared for grades 3-12. Workshop fee $15.
Growing Up Wild with Literature Connections
November 22, 2014 (Saturday) 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM at Highbanks Metro Park Nature Center
Participate in Growing Up Wild’s hands-on activities and related literature connections that aim
to connect children ages 3-7 with nature. Also learn about the new nature boxes at the Metro Parks. Growing
Up Wild curriculum provided by ODNR Division of Wildlife. Workshop fee $5.
Ohio Oil, Gas and Energy
December 13, 2014 (Saturday) 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM at Highbanks Metro Park Nature Center
Helping to foster energy education, guest presenters from the Ohio Oil and Gas Energy
Education Program (OOGEEP) will provide hands-on activities and background information on oil and gas
resources being explored right now in Ohio. Come discover more about the earth’s resources being used for
energy. Fossil fuels and renewable versus non-renewable resources will be discovered through hands-on
learning. Information about resources and related career opportunities will also be discussed. Materials are
geared for grades K-12. Workshop fee $15.
All workshops include introduction to the program, instructor-led activities, participant-driven learning and evaluation. The curricular materials are adaptable for many age groups. Fees include continental breakfast and beverages.
Ashland University credit is available, for an additional fee, upon completion of at least any two of these workshops.
Contacts for more information:
Jill Snyder at Highbanks Metro Park, (614) 846-9962 or snyder@metroparks.net
Linda Pettit at Franklin SWCD, (614) 486-9613, ext. 115 or linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org
Dona Rhea at Delaware SWCD, (740) 368-1921 or dona-rhea@delawareswcd.org
To register through Paypal:

Go to: http://shop.franklinswcd.org and select Educator Workshops on the left hand side.
Cedar Bog Nature Preserve - Open House for Teachers
September 5, 2014 (Friday) 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Several models, displays, and equipment will be on display that teachers have the opportunity to borrow. The
Open House will be held at Cedar Bog Nature Preserve Education Bldg. (980 Woodburn Road, Urbana, OH).
Water Quality Credible Data Training Level 1 for Ohio EPA
October 23, 2014 (Thursday) 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Cedar Bog will be hosting the training which will be led by Dennis Clement. For more information, please
contact Dennis Clement at dennis.clement@epa.ohio.gov.
For more information on these events, please contact Cedar Bog at cedarbog@ctcn.net or at 937-484-3744.
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Upcoming Events for Educators
ChickQuest for elementary school teachers and afterschool personnel
November 17, 2014 at 9-3:30 PM on the campus of The Ohio State University
ChickQuest is a 4-H program that explores the life cycle of a chick, and is ideal for students
in grades 3-4. A free ChickQuest teacher training will be held at the 4-H Center on OSU’s
campus. An incubator, course curriculum and other materials will also the provided. The workshop and
materials have been provided through a grant from the Ohio Soybean Council. For additional information,
email Sue Hogan, 4-H Program Assistant, Franklin County OSU Extension at: Hogan.239@osu.edu.
“Master Urban Farmer” program
October 1 - December 3, 2014 (Wednesday evenings)
Franklin County teachers who engage or would like to engage in school gardening are invited to
apply for this free, grant-funded “Master Urban Farmer” program which is being offered by The
Ohio State University Extension in Franklin County. The sessions will cover a variety of topics
related to urban agriculture. Upon completion of the program, participants will receive a Master
Urban Farmer Certificate, and will serve as resource personnel for school gardening in their school districts.
For additional information and an application please contact: Sue Hogan, 4-H Program Assistant, Franklin
County OSU Extension at: Hogan.239@osu.edu.
22nd Annual “Teachers, Industry and the Environment” Conference
October 22-24, 2014
Great hands-on science experiments and teaching tools easily adapted to the classroom are just some of the
highlights of this conference, sponsored by the Ohio Chemistry Technology Council and being held at the
Embassy Suites Columbus (2700 Corporate Exchange Drive, Columbus, OH 43231). All expenses are paid
for the first 60 teachers of grades 3-8 who register. For more information and to register: http://
ohiochemistry.org/aws/OCTC/pt/sd/calendar/32948/_PARENT/layout_details/false
“Animal Observation Inquiry” Two-Day Teacher Workshop
October 10 - 11, 2014 (Friday at 5:00 - 9:00 PM & Saturday 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM)
Did you know, students of all ages are collecting real data at the Columbus Zoo & Aquarium?
Join us to discover how the Zoo uses this data to help create enriching environments for the animals. Workshop participants will be guided through the inquiry process and will discover how they can engage their own
students in this exciting research project with the Zoo! Cost: $100 (additional fee of $175 for one semester
hour of Ashland University credit). For more information or to register, visit www.columbuszoo.org or email
teacher@columbuszoo.org.
Project WET/Healthy Water Healthy People Facilitator Workshop
October 7-8, 2014 (Tuesday & Wednesday) 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
“Project WET” (Water Education for Teachers) and “Healthy Water, Healthy People” (HWHP) both
offer curriculum and activities aimed at connecting children to their natural world through outdoor experiences.
This combined facilitator training will be held at the ODNR Division of Geosurvey’s Horace Collins Laboratory
at Alum Creek State Park (3307 South Old State Road, Delaware Ohio, 43015-7635). Participants will receive
copies of the Project WET and HWHP guides and materials, and earn certification as facilitators. Registration is
online (limited to 30 participants). Deadline is September 19. For more information, contact Leonard Black,
Ohio Project WET Workshop Coordinator, 614-571-5407, leonardblack7@att.net or Dennis Clement, Ohio
Healthy Water, Healthy People State Coordinator, 614-644-2048, Dennis.Clement@epa.ohio.gov.
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September: Better Breakfast Month

November: Spinach and Squash Month

4: National Wildlife Day

15: America Recycles Day

13: International Day of Peace

20: National Peanut Butter Fudge Day

26: National Johnny Appleseed Day

22: National Cranberry Relish Day

October: Eat Better, Eat Together Month &
National Go On A Field Trip Month
12-18: Earth Science Week

December: Root Vegetables and Exotic
Fruits Month
12: Gingerbread House Day

15: National Fossil Day

23: National Pfeffernusse Day

21: National Pumpkin Cheesecake Day

26: National Thank-you Note Day

31: National Knock-Knock Jokes Day

Franklin Soil and Water Happenings
New Hands-On Soils Program
Did you know that along with our Journey Through the Soil (Soil Tunnel) program, Franklin Soil and Water
offers a Hands-on Soils program upon request? The program is especially useful for sixth graders since the
material aligns well with the content in the New Learning Standards for Earth and Space Sciences. The
program covers soil components, soil forming factors, soil horizons, texture, color, and organic matter content,
and soil types. To reinforce these concepts, students participate in hands-on activities...
...involving discovery and experimentation.
...working together in small groups and using easily available items.
...using rocks, soil samples, and household items representing sand, silt, and clay.
To request this program for your students, contact Linda at lpettit@franklinswcd.org or Sherry at
scollins@franklinswcd.org.

School Rain Garden Program
Does your school have an interest in developing and installing a rain garden at your school? If so, Franklin
Soil and Water can offer technical assistance for designing your rain garden. In addition, we can also provide a
rain garden education program to accompany the rain garden installation so that students can learn about soil
erosion, runoff and the benefits of rain gardens while helping to plant and water their new rain garden. For
more information about installing a rain garden at your school, contact Sara Ernst, our Conservation
Implementation Specialist, at sernst@franklinswcd.org or call (614) 486-9613 ext. 125.

68th Annual Meeting and Board of Supervisors’ Election
September 18, 2014 is our annual meeting, opened to all, from 5:00 to 8:00 PM. Come join us to vote for
members of our Board, while enjoying food from local food trucks, networking with others from Franklin
County, bidding in our silent auction, and celebrating Conservation for the Future! This year, the meeting will
be held at our new office space, so here’s your chance to tour our new place! For more details and registration
information, visit our Web site at www.franklinswcd.org.
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service are equal opportunity providers and employers.
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