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Protecting our Soil and Water
 “Keep it Covered” & “Only Rain Goes Down the Drain”
These are themes commonly highlighted at Franklin Soil and Water through our educational programs for students. They are also important concepts for teachers, parents, and
residents in our communities to keep in mind and practice. What we learn in the classroom can be reinforced at home, and vice versa.
Experience Conservation—get a rain barrel, compost bin, or native
plant rebate
The GreenSpot Community Backyards program promotes the use of
rain barrels and rain gardens, while introducing residents to backyard
conservation practices, including composting, using native plants and
trees in landscapes, and maintaining lawns responsibly. City of Columbus residents, participating municipalities, and Franklin County residents can be eligible for rebates for
the purchase of a rain barrel, compost bin, or native plants and trees after participating in
an in-person workshop or an on-line course and quiz. Visit
www.communitybackyards.org or contact Kristin Hilson at khilson@franklinswcd.org
for more information.
Take the Pledge and Get Grassy—garden for clean water
There are many different ways to keep our lawns healthy, while conserving water and keeping our streams clean:
 Most lawns need to be cut every four to five days, not every seven to ten days,
like most of us tend towards!
 Follow the One-Third Rule: mow when the lawn gets one-third taller than the recommended growing height (if you want your lawn at 2.5”, mow when it’s 3.5”).
 Don’t scalp your lawn if spring rain or vacation leaves you with really tall grass.
Instead, gradually reduce cutting height to keep a healthy balance between root and
blade growth. If you keep scalping your lawn, you won’t have to mow as often because your grass will die!
 Keep your grass tall at 2½” to 3½” to preserve moisture and out-compete weeds.
 Sharpen those blades. Dull blades chew, tear, and rip grass, which stresses the
plant. Torn blades die back and are more likely to succumb to disease and pests. And
you can save on fuel costs by using efficient, sharp blades.
The City of Columbus, Franklin Soil and Water, and local lawn care companies have
partnered to encourage our residents to do their part for water quality by caring for their
lawn properly. Visit www.getgrassy.org and take the pledge and receive a prize.
Request a Program—bring environmental education to your summer kids group
All of our educational programs include the importance of a healthy environment and
what we can do to keep our neighborhood healthy. Topics include the connection between storm drains and water quality and the role of plant roots in holding valuable topsoil in place Contact Linda Pettit (lpettit@franklinswcd.org) to request a program for
your girl or boy scout meeting, camp program, homeschool group or other summer

Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Sheep Shearing Day at Stratford Ecological Center
May 7, 2017 (Sunday) 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Bring the whole family to Stratford’s first sheep shearing day. Stratford will provide visitors
with a woolly experience when the resident sheep and llamas receive their annual shearing. The flock will be
shorn throughout the day, and our shearers will interpret the process from start to finish. Your family can visit
stations to learn how wool is processed. Participate in hands-on fiber projects, visit the barn and walk the
farm. Eat at the Sock Hop Soda Shop, a fifties-style diner, enjoy listening to the juke box and trying your skill
at hula hooping. No registration needed. $5 per family.
The Stratford Ecological Center is a non-profit educational organic farm and nature preserve on 236 acres in
Delaware County, Ohio (3083 Liberty Road). Visitors are welcome to explore the land, hike the four miles of
nature trails, visit the livestock, tour the gardens and greenhouses or explore the creek, pond, prairie, swamps
or State Nature Preserve. Farm products are available for sale seasonally, based on availability.
Stratford is open to the public, Monday through Friday, 9am – 5pm, and on Saturday 9am – 1pm
(Closed: Sunday and Holidays). For more information, visit http://www.stratfordecologicalcenter.org.

Help Monitor River Quality and Learn About Stream Life
Volunteers are needed to help sample water quality of Scenic Rivers in
Ohio. Participants learn about stream life and what it tells us about
stream health, plus options for signing up to volunteer. The program is
free and open to the public, groups are welcome. We’ll be on the river
rain or shine, so wear clothing and shoes that can get wet.

Big and Little Darby Creek National and State Scenic River
May 24, 6:30-8:30pm
June 24, 10am-Noon
August 9, 6:30-8:30pm

Meet at the Indian Ridge bulletin board in Battelle Darby Creek Metro
Park, off of Darby Creek Drive just south of Georgesville Road.

Olentangy State Scenic River
May 17, 6:30-8:30pm
June 24, 2:00-4:00pm
August 23, 6:30-8:30pm

Meet at Highbanks Metro Park located just off 23 south of Powell Road/
Polaris Parkway. Go to the parking lot by the streamside classroom at the
bottom of the hill on the left.

For more information on SQM Workshops:
Contact CentralSQM@dnr.state.oh.us, call 740-258-0567, or visit watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/sqm
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Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp for Teens—Explore Outdoor Learning
June 11 - 16, 2017 (Sunday through Friday)
The Ohio Forestry & Wildlife Conservation Camp, a week-long resident camp in its 67th
year, is held at FFA Camp Muskingum on beautiful Leesville Lake in Carroll County. The
goal of the camp experience is to reach the next generation of caretakers of Ohio’s valuable
natural resources. Programs at this year’s camp include tree identification, ecology, wildlife
management, forest management, invasive species, wildlife monitoring, tree climbing and
forest industries, along with many others. New this year will be the opportunity to observe and learn from an
active timber harvest on the camp. Camp culminates with a comprehensive exam, including a tree identification section. The highest scoring students compete for college scholarships to Hocking College, The Ohio
State University, and Ohio University.
Camp costs $375, with sponsorships available. *Franklin Soil and Water is providing 1 free scholarship. Interested students can find the application form at: http://www.franklinswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/
forestry-camp-scholarship-application.pdf .
Camp is open to youth who have completed the 8th grade. Register by June 9 to participate. For more information and registration, please contact the Ohio Forestry Association at 1-888-38-TREES, or visit the OFA
website at www.ohioforest.org.
The camp is sponsored by the Ohio Forestry Association Foundation, a private, not-for-profit organization
promoting the wise management of Ohio’s forests and natural resources. The camp is supported by the ODNR
divisions of Wildlife and Forestry, Ohio State University (OSU) Extension, county Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) and other private and government organizations.

Backyard Conservation Day at the Ohio State Fair
August 3, 2017 (Thursday) 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is once again having Backyard Conservation
Day at the Ohio State Fair in the Showcase Pavilion. We partner with other county Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, Metro Parks and local nurseries such as Scioto Gardens to provide activities, information and native plants to purchase. Fairgoers can participate in a rain barrel raffle, learn
about backyard conservation, chickens, native plants, and our local natural resources, and enjoy kids’
activities.
Annual FamJam at Columbus Commons
August 5, 2017 (Saturday) 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
The City of Columbus and Franklin County Children Services are partnering
together to present the Neighborhood Pride FamJam at the Columbus Commons.
Come downtown for a day of fun for the entire family! The event is free and
open to the public. This event will allow participants to experience educational and interactive activities while
having fun. An array of community providers will be present to share valuable information and resources with
families.
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Upcoming Events for Educators
Exploring Environmental Educator Workshops
Join a variety of environmental educators at Preservation Park’s Deer Have Park in Delaware County to
explore the value and vulnerability of our natural resources through a series of interactive workshops.
Geology Workshop
June 28 & 29, 2017 (Wednesday & Thursday)
Rocks, minerals, and Ohio’s geology and landforms will be explored through field trips and hands-on activities. Participants will be visiting the Olentangy Indian Caverns, Shale Hollow, and an Ice Age exhibit. The
Project Underground Natural Resources Education Guide will be provided to everyone. At the conclusion of
this two-day workshop, participants will leave with numerous hands-on classroom resources to assist with
teaching about rocks, minerals, and landforms.
Watershed Workshop
July 25 & 26, 2017 (Tuesday & Wednesday)
This two-day workshop takes you on tours of drinking water and wastewater treatment facilities. Hands-on
lessons and resources will be provided to assist in teaching water topics. Key topics are water pollution, water
use, water chemical testing, and fresh water assessments.
Cost is approximately $50 for each 2-day workshop.
(Graduate credit from Ashland University is available for an additional fee).
For more information, contact:
Dona Rhea at Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District
(740) 368-1921 or dona-rhea@delawareswcd.org
Linda Pettit at Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
(614) 486-9613, ext. 115 or LPettit@franklinswcd.org
Teacher Workshops at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
Teacher workshops at the Columbus Zoo pair in-depth content knowledge with engaging hands-on activities
by utilizing private tours, guest speakers and interdisciplinary lesson plans. Graduate level credit is available
through Ashland University for an additional fee.
For more information or to register, visit www.columbuszoo.org. (Look under Discover/ School & Teachers/
Teacher Workshops). Cost is $100 (additional fee of $175 for Ashland University credit optional).
Literacy Connections for Elementary Science Two-Day Workshop
June 13 & 14, 2017 (Tuesday & Wednesday) 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM both days
STEAM at the Zoo and the Wilds Two-Day Workshop
August 2, 2017 (Wednesday) 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM at The Wilds
August 3, 2017 (Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at Columbus Zoo & Aquarium
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Upcoming Events for Educators
ODNR Forestry Teacher Field Days: Ohio’s Forest Amphibians and Reptiles
June 6 & 7, 2017 (Tuesday & Wednesday) 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM at Vinton Furnace State Forest
The Forestry on Ohio’s Public Lands Series is offered by the ODNR Division of Forestry to provide your students with timely concepts and to help you meet state standards. Ohio’s Forest Amphibians and Reptiles instruction and field experience is featured on Tuesday, and a Project Learning Tree educator certification workshop is offered Wednesday. You can attend one (Tuesday) or both days, but need to attend Tuesday in order to
participate Wednesday. Graduate credit is available for your purchase ($136) if you attend both days and complete assignments.
Programs are open to any teachers and all grades. Lunch, water, and incidentals are provided in your registration fee of $25. Deadline to register is May 25, 2017.
Please contact Greg Smith for more information at
(740) 774-1596 or greg.smith@dnr.state.oh.us.

Advanced Wonders of Watersheds Teacher Workshop
June 26 - 28, 2017 (Monday through Wednesday)
Sponsored by the Geauga and Portage County Soil and Water Conservation Districts, the workshop is
designed to give teachers and educators an in-depth look at the Great Lakes region and ways to create lasting
educational experiences for students. Participants will receive the Wonders of Wetlands; Healthy Water,
Healthy People; and Aquatic WILD curriculum guides along with Teachers on the Estuary (T.O.T.E.) resources. Through hands-on activities and relevant research in the Lake Erie basin, gain ways to integrate real
world science into your classroom. This fun, engaging workshop is open to educators of all grades and disciplines.
The registration fee for this workshop is $275 and covers the cost of all guidebooks, materials, meals, lodging,
and transportation. Graduate credit is available for additional fee. Deadline to register is June1. Download the
registration brochure at
http://geaugaswcd.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/2017AdvancedWOWbrochure.95152811.pdf
For more information, contact:
Gail Prunty, Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District
(440) 834 - 1122
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
Lynn Vogel, Portage Soil and Water Conservation District
(330) 297 - 7633
lvogel@portageswcd.org
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Upcoming Events for Educators
Educator Professional Development Workshops
Calling all Educators for the 2017 COSI Summer Professional Development series! These engaging workshops are designed to offer inquiry-based techniques
for your classroom that will improve student interest, engagement and knowledge
retention. All workshops will be held at COSI. Up to 3 graduate credits available
from Ashland University. For details, cost, and registration, visit https://www.cosi.org/educators/professionaldevelopment or contact Robin Deems at (614) 228 - 2674 ext. 2357 or rdeems@COSI.org.
Integrating Science, Language Arts, & Mathematics, Grades K-8
Cohort I: June 19 - 22, 2017 (Monday - Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Cohort II: August 7-10, 2017 (Monday - Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Bridging the Gap for Science, Grades 4-8
June 12 - 15, 2017 (Monday - Saturday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Instructional Inquiry Strategies & New Science Content, Grades K-3
Cohort I: June 26 - 29, 2017 (Monday - Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Cohort II: July 17 - 20, 2017 ( Monday - Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Project and Design-Based Learning in the K-8 Science Classroom
Cohort I: June 5 - 8, 2017 (Monday - Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Cohort II: July 24 - 27, 2017 (Monday - Thursday) 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
12th Annual COSI Teacher Resource Fair
August 1, 2017 (Tuesday) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Teachers For All Grades | Free! | One Free Teacher per Reservation
Join COSI and exhibitors from all around Ohio at the 12th Annual COSI Teacher
Resource Fair.
Visit COSI's classic exhibitions and meet representatives from your favorite Ohio organizations that support
teachers. Includes free general admission to COSI for teachers, a free movie in COSI’s National Geographic
Giant Screen Theater, a free show in the Planetarium (both will be scheduled on date of visit with the Box
Office), fun freebies, door prizes, and more!
This free event is exclusively for formal teachers, non-formal teachers, and afterschool educators. Teacher attendees must present a valid school ID, copy of a valid teaching certificate, school pay stub, or other proof of
teacher status at check-in. Additional non-teacher guests must purchase COSI admission at the Box Office.
Admission to COSI's Adventure exhibition is not included but may be purchased at the COSI Box Office.
Homeschool educators may attend with proof of homeschool status, such as a letter from their school district
confirming their homeschool status, or a valid membership card to a known homeschool association. One
homeschool educator admitted free per homeschool family.
Please register on COSI’s website at http://www.cosi.org/educators/professional-development/resource-fair#
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Upcoming Events for Educators
Educator’s Week 2017 – “Life on a Sandy Delta”
June 4 - 10, 2017 (Sunday - Saturday)
Come to Big Brothers Big Sisters Camp Oty’Okwa and join top naturalists and
educators from Ohio to explore hands-on best practice strategies for introducing
people to the natural world. Sessions will provide opportunities to gain an understanding of topics related to state standards by immersing the participants in a
natural setting and a stimulating learning environment.
Workshop fee is $400 and graduate credit is available through Ashland University for an additional cost.
For additional information, email cathy.h.knoop@gmail.com or call 740-603-3911.
Art & Ecology for Art Teachers
Designed primarily for K–12 art teachers, Art & Ecology is an online-only
professional development course that provides educators with an in-depth
introduction to the field of Eco Art, as well as a basic introduction to environmentalism. With 12 years of experience teaching Eco Art directly to high school
students, the Wexner Center’s Director of Education, Shelly Casto, has wide-ranging materials and resources
to share with teachers around the world. Teachers will leave the course with an extensive online curriculum
packet and an array of ideas from fellow participants. General classroom (grades K–5), humanities (6–12), and
science teachers (6–12) exploring interdisciplinary connections will also find the course of interest.
Teachers may schedule their time flexibly while content is available. Dates will be June - August, 2017.
Course fee is $75 and graduate credit is available through OSU for an additional fee. For more information,
visit https://wexartecology.org/teacher-course/.

Advanced Project WILD Workshop - Buckeye State Birds: Population Perils & Promises
September 21, 2017 (Thursday) 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Come to the Ohio Bird Sanctuary (3774 Orweiler Road, Mansfield, OH) for this free workshop focusing on
Ohio’s outstanding bird diversity! Researchers and education professionals will share their vast knowledge
through formal presentations as well as hands-on opportunities. All educators with an interest in teaching others about birds of Ohio are welcome to attend.
This unique opportunity will focus on Ohio’s fascinating bird populations. Topics include attracting birds using grant-funded habitat on facility/school grounds, citizen science project opportunities, fun and innovative
bird-related activities with students and much more!
Lunch will be provided by the Ohio Bird Sanctuary Junior Naturalists for a $5 donation. Pre-registration is required by August 1st. View the workshop flyer for details.
Contact Jamey.Emmert@dnr.state.oh.us or call (330) 245-3020 to register.

7

FUN CALENDAR DATES:
May: Wetlands Month
9th: National Teacher Appreciation Day
15th: National Chocolate Chip Day
24th: National Scavenger Hunt Day

June: Perennial Gardening Month
5th: World Environment Day
13th: National Weed Your Garden Day
29th: National Mud Day

July: National Cell Phone Courtesy Month
1st: Creative Ice Cream Flavors Day
14th: National Tape Measure Day
15th: Cow Appreciation Day

August: Water Quality Month
2nd: National Coloring Book Day
9th Book Lover’s Day
15th: National Relaxation Day

Franklin Soil and Water Happenings
Franklin County Schools Participate in the 2017 Envirothon Competition
The Soil and Water Conservation District sponsored Area 5 Envirothon Competition, was held at
Scioto Grove Metro Park on April 25th. Ten teams from Bexley, Dublin Coffman, Hilliard Bradley
and New Albany High Schools competed with teams from 17 counties in central and southern Ohio
in this outdoor competition. All Franklin County schools had a team place in the top 18, of the 59 teams that
participated. Congratulations to all of our teams!! Special thanks to MAD Scientist Associates LLC for sponsoring the New Albany and Bexley teams, and to Eco Design & Engineering Ltd for sponsoring the Dublin
Coffman and Hilliard Bradley teams. Their support made this experience possible for our teams!

2017 Conservation Poster Contest Winners
Nearly 1000 Franklin County K-12th grade students drew posters representing the theme:
Healthy Soils are Full of Life in the Franklin Soil and Water Annual Conservation Poster
Contest. We appreciate all of the teachers and students that participated in this educational opportunity. The
winners were recognized at an awards ceremony held at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium on April 15th!
Grades K-2
1st: Cassandra Berger, Indian
Run Elementary, Dublin City
2nd : Maren Leyda, Indian Run
Elementary, Dublin City Schools
3rd: Anna Norfleet, Indian Run Elementary, Dublin
City Schools
Honorable Mention: Lillian Ross, Bright Path
Active Learning, Westerville

Grades 5-8
1st: Tatum Albert, Hannah Ashton Middle
School, Reynoldsburg City Schools
2nd: Morgan Kuhn, Hannah Ashton MS,
Reynoldsburg City Schools
3rd: Nikesh Knadka, Valley Forge
Elementary, Columbus City Schools
Honorable Mention: William Magley, Salem
Elementary, Columbus City Schools

Grades 3-4
1st: Elizabeth Cannon, Indian Run
Elementary, Dublin City Schools
2nd: Camryn Pho, Alcott Elementary,
Westerville City Schools
3rd: Ariel Capehart, Starling STEM PreK-8,
Columbus City Schools
Honorable Mention: De’yan Hairston, East
Columbus Elementary, Columbus City Schools

Grades 9-12
1st: Reese Spornhauer, Dublin Coffman
High School, Dublin City Schools
2nd: Emma Sopko, Dublin Coffman
High School, Dublin City Schools
3rd: Allie Pazdzior, Dublin Coffman
High School, Dublin City Schools
Honorable Mention: Bryan An, Dublin Coffman High
School, Dublin City Schools

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service are equal opportunity providers and employers.

