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Plants for Water Quality

Improving Stream Water Quality With Plants
How can we improve the quality of the water in our streams?
It’s really easy and just takes a little thought while we are going
about our outdoor activities. Here are a few examples; sweep
fertilizer that lands on the sidewalk back into the lawn, pick up
after your pet, repair leaking cars, and plant a buffer along a stream. Remember that what you do on your property or in the park will affect stream quality.
Riparian buffers are strips of grass, shrubs and/or trees along the banks of
rivers and streams that filter polluted runoff and provide a transition zone
between water and human activities. These buffers are complex ecosystems
that provide wildlife habitat and improve the communities within the streams.
Riparian buffers slow storm water runoff and trap pollutants that otherwise
would wash into the stream. By slowing the velocity of runoff, the riparian
buffer allows water to infiltrate the soil and recharge the groundwater supply.
Buffers are used for pollution filtration, erosion control, wildlife habitat and
visual screening. They can be as small as a strip of grass and perennials two
feet wide along a backyard creek or at least 150 feet wide along the banks of a
major stream. Perhaps there is a stream or creek on the school property where
you and the students can begin or improve a riparian buffer. We can all help
improve our water quality by simply sharing information.

Subdivision creek without a buffer

Riparian buffer with grass and trees

Grass is mowed to the stream bank

No mowing slows runoff
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To learn more about water quality with plants,
visit Franklin Soil and Water Conservation
District at: www.franklinswcd.org
www.twitter.com/franklinswcd
or by liking us on facebook
www.facebook.com/franklinsoilandwater

Fun Projects and Places to Visit

Preservation Parks
of Delaware County
developing new Farmstead

The Dawes Arboretum
Located 35 miles east of
Columbus, Ohio, four miles north of Interstate 70

Preservation Parks is in the process of constructing a 1930’s-

and six miles south of downtown Newark.

1940’s period farmstead north of Delaware, at Gallant Farm
preserve on Buttermilk Hill Road. The farm will include a
farmhouse replica from this time period, a large barn that will
serve as a meeting facility and display space, gardens, fishing
pond, and row crop field. The ground was broken this spring
and construction is anticipated to be completed by Septem-

Hours: The Arboretum is open-free of charge-from
7am until sunset daily except New Year's, Thanksgiving and Christmas days. The Visitors Center is
open Monday - Saturday, 8am - 5pm; Sundays and
holidays, 10am - 5pm.

ber. The farmstead is slated to open toward the end of

Refreshments: Relax in the Visitors Center! Wire-

2012. Interpretive displays and educational programming is

less Internet access is available as well as refresh-

still being developed, but there will be field trip opportunities

ments including beverages and snacks.

available. For more information please contact Rich Niccum at
(740) 524-8600 x3 or at rniccum@preservationparks.com.
Preservation Parks of Delaware County offers free nature

Tours: Explore The Arboretum on your own by
following any of our eight miles of walking trails
and/or four-mile Auto Tour.

outreach programs, either in the classroom or at a park site
within Delaware County. To schedule a classroom program or
field trips please contact Rich Niccum at (740) 524-8600 x3 or
at rniccum@preservationparks.com.

•

The Daweswood House Museum is filled with

antiques and collectibles of the founding family.
Tours are Saturdays and Sundays at 3:15pm or by
appointment. Admission is $2 for adults and $1 for
children ages 12 and younger.

.

Register for Camp TODAY!
On the farm and in the forest, discovery is everywhere.

•

The Arboretum offers the opportunity for

organized bus tours to have a step-on guide.
An open-air wagon is available for groups up to

Stratford's organic farm intimately connects children to their

•

food; placing a seed in the Earth and tasting a leaf of spinach,

60 people. This is a guided tour that takes you by

giving water to a chicken and washing a freshly laid egg.

some of the prime collection and garden areas. It is

For ages 3-5, 6-8, 9-12 and Junior Counselor Program.

a great opener to a more in-depth walk of the

Stratford Ecological Center is a 256 acre farm and State

grounds.

Nature Preserve just south of the city of Delaware. For more

•

information, visit www.stratfordecologicalcenter.org or call
(740) 363-2548.

To arrange a bus or wagon tour, please call
1-800-44-DAWES.

Kudos and Congratulations
The Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual conservation poster contest
has come to a close for another year! Thank you to all who participated.
This year 23 schools with over 1200 students participated from grades
K-12! Everyone did a great job of portraying this year’s theme of “Soil
to Spoon”. To further the conservation message students were asked
again this year to draw their posters on 8 ½” x 11” paper that had been
previously used on one side. Winning students will be recognized at
community wide events in May and June.

Congratulations to :
Grades K-3
1st Place: Sanai Hanks, Binns Elementary – Columbus City Schools
2nd Place: Daisy Reyes, Georgian Heights Elementary – Columbus City
3rd Place: Natalia Thompson, Hilliard Horizon Elementary, Hilliard City Schools,
Honorable Mention: Mina McGee, Fouse Elementary - Westerville City Schools
Grade 4
1st Place: Delfina Perez, East Columbus Elementary – Columbus City Schools
2nd Place: Kyle West, Westgate Alternative Elementary – Columbus City Schools
3rd Place: Veronica Cenobio Gonealez, East Columbus Elementary – Columbus City Schools
Honorable Mention: Mariah Kimmons, Valley Forge Elementary, Columbus City Schools
Grades 5-6
1st Place: Emily Thach, Binns Elementary – Columbus City Schools
2nd Place: Jenny Oberding, Lincoln Park Elementary – Columbus City Schools
3rd Place: Lauren White, Dominion Middle School, Columbus City Schools
Honorable Mention: Adriana Slone, Valley Forge Elementary School – Columbus City Schools
Grades 7-12
1st Place: Jessica Herion, Dublin Coffman High School – Dublin City Schools
Ohio Nature Education opens Nature Center
Ohio Nature Education (ONE) is a non-profit organization that provides a home to more than

Congratulations to
our Envirothon
Teams
Franklin County had 7
teams participate in
the Area 5 Envirothon
competition at Slate
Run Metro Park on
May 9, 2012. These
teams from Bexley,
Canal Winchester,
Dublin Coffman,
Eastland-Fairfield
Career and Technical
Schools/New Albany,
Hilliard Bradley, and
Reynoldsburg eSTEM
Academy competed
with 51 teams from
central and southern
Ohio in this outdoor
environmental
competition.
Thanks to Washington
Township, MAD
Scientists and Associates, Cox Colvin and
Associates and EcoDesign and Engineering Ltd. for sponsoring our local teams.

50 permanently injured wild animals and incorporates them into environmental education
programs. ONE has signed a lease with the Licking Park District to manage the William C.
Kraner Nature Center . This public facility is located at 10380 Fairview Road, located 5.5
miles east of Newark in Licking County. The plan is to eventually move all of their education
animals to this facility which will provide ONE the opportunity to offer both on site and outreach programs.The nature center is staffed every weekend (except holidays). Feel free to stop
by on Saturdays between 10am-4pm or Sundays between 11am-4pm. We have several programs at the nature center you can attend, or just stop by to check out the nature center itself
and see what's new! Also, be sure to check out a trail map of the
nature preserve.

A team form New
Albany placed fourth
in the contest and
qualified to move on
to the state contest at
Deer Creek State Park
in June.

Upcoming Events for Educators

Metro Parks Workshops
Digesting it All: Farms, Food and Community June 18 & 19
Middle grades, Registration deadline, June 11
• Discuss and evaluate literature written about agriculture
• Explore the relationship between agriculture and communities
• Find out how community development is influenced by interactions between transportation, technology and agriculture
•Learn agricultural terminology and concepts, the difference in types of farms and techniques

Getting the Dirt on Rocks, Minerals and Soil June 21 & 22
Elementary and Middle, Registration deadline, July 14
• Understand how erosion and weathering shape the earth and how fossils are formed
• Learn how to compost veggie food scraps using worms
• Distinguish between rocks, minerals and the different types of rocks and soils
• Become familiar with educational resources and field trip locations that address geology and soil
• Presenting agencies: Delaware and Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Orton
Geological Museum, Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio

Physical Education in an Outdoor Setting July 18 & 19
All grade levels, Registration deadline, July 11
• Participate in: archery, fishing, hiking, golf, team building exercises and more
• Discover integrated curricula designed to keep students active
• Learn how to integrate science, history and math into physical education lessons
• Participate in activities that support both the Ohio and National PE Standards
• Presenting agencies: Columbus & Westerville City Schools, COSI, OAHPERD, Rugby Ohio
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, Ohio Department of Education and Ohio Department of Health

Bridging the Gap: Classroom to Field Trip July 31 & August 1
Elementary levels, Registration deadline, July 23
• Discover educational resources and field trip locations at Metro Parks Elementary
• Learn how to schedule and fund a field trip to Metro Parks
• Find out how Metro Park field trips support Social Studies and Life and Earth Science Standards
• Participate in hands-on activities that can be done before, during and after a field trip to a Metro Park
• Discover online resources that can be used in the classroom to enhance lessons learned on field trips
•Topics of focus: stream quality, habitats, Ohio’s prehistoric people & seasonal change.

Registration by mail: Susan Boggs, c/o Metro Parks, 1069 W. Main St., Westerville, OH 43081
Register online at: www.metroparks.net

Fee: $50 per workshop

Minimum: 8 participants per workshop
Questions: Call or email Susan at (614) 895-6211 or sboggs@metroparks.net
Graduate Credit: Earn 1 graduate credit hour through Ashland University for each workshop completed by attending
both days of each workshop and successfully completing all assignments Cost is $175 per credit hour.

Upcoming Events for Educators

Interactive Educator Workshops at COSI

COSI: Integrating Science & Literature

July 11-12 2012 8 AM - 4 PM

PreK-8 Teachers
Embed reading and writing within your science lessons with children's literature that reinforces science concepts. You
will review a number of science-related children's literature selections and media while participating in inquiry based,
hands-on activities that can be easily replicated in your classroom.

COSI: Inquiry Into Water

July 25-26, 20128 AM - 4 PM

Recommended for teachers of grades 3-10
Dive in and explore the chemical and physical properties of water along the banks of the Scioto as we examine just how
water works. Build connections for your students to their local water source and watersheds and enhance their
knowledge of the properties and value of water through engaging inquiry-based activities that are classroom-ready explore "Lily Pad," and WATER; COSI's newest travelling exhibition. Topics include: the water cycle, chemical and
physical properties of water, watershed dynamics, macro-invertebrate sampling, and more.

Bridging the Gap with the
Ohio Core for Physical Science grades 4-8

August 1-2, 2012 8 AM - 4 PM

Grade 4-8 Teachers
Examine the "new" science content coming in the Ohio Science Core, Physical Science Strand grades 5-8 and discover
ways to integrate engaging activities and inquiry experiences to these "new" standards
Fee for all programs is $ 100.00 before June 15 and $ 125.00 after June 15. To pre-register contact COSI, 614228-2674 or e-mail to call_center@mail.cosi.org. Classroom fee is due to COSI at time of pre-registration. Cancellation made 2 weeks before program will receive refund - cancellations made less than 2 weeks will receive no
refund.
*1 semester hour of graduate credit is available from Ashland University for $175. Fee will be collected on the first day
of class.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

COSI Teacher Resource FAIR
COSI invites you to meet us and other local educational organizations at: COSI's FREE Teacher Fair on
Tuesday, Aug. 7, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at COSI, 333 W. Broad St. For more information, go to: cosi.org/
educators/resource-fair
*Make contacts, pick up resources and get ideas to use in your classroom this fall!

May: Universal Human Rights Month
May20: Bike to Work Day
May 28: Memorial Day

June: Disaster Preparedness Month
June 05: World Environment Day
June 15: Elementary School Teacher’s Day
June 23: Public Service Day

Project Learning Tree (PLT) Secondary Modules: Wednesday July 25, 2012 8:30am–4:00pm
PLT is an interdisciplinary approach to understanding trees, forests, and woodland habitats. The
Secondary modules are set up to guide students on how to think, not what to think about complex
environmental issues. Topics discussed will include: the careful use of natural resources, including
how these decisions are compounded in an urban and suburban setting, risk assessment and waste
reduction and disposal. The registration fee is $10, the materials are provided by PLT-Ohio. It will be
held at Spring Hollow Lodge, adjacent to Metro Parks District Headquarters.
To register contact Linda Pettit at linda-pettit@frankinswcd.org

Interested in Scheduling a Program for the 2012-2013 School Year?
If you would like to schedule a Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District program for next school
year, please contact Sherry Collins at 614.486.9613 or email her at scollins@franklinswcd.org. Sherry
has been an administrative specialist with Franklin Soil and Water for four years. She will gladly work with you to help
you schedule a program that meets your needs. Please note that while Linda Pettit will approve all scheduling, she will
not be able to do the initial scheduling for you. Remember, our schedules fill quickly so you’ll want to make sure you
schedule at least one month in advance.
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District provides presentations to school classes, home school, after school, scout
and 4-H groups. All of the programs are correlated with the State Science Content Standards. The topics include soil and
water natural resources, conservation, and human impact on the environment.
Contact Sherry Collins at 614.486.9613 or email her at scollins@franklinswcd.org.

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service are equal opportunity
providers and employers.

