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Watersheds

Water is a very important, but limited natural resource. The amount of fresh water on
earth is all we have. While usage varies, on average Americans use 183 gallons of
water a day for cooking, washing, flushing, and watering purposes. The average
family turns on the tap between 70 and 100 times daily. It is important to understand
where the fresh water goes after a rain, you empty the bathtub or use it to water your
plants. We have to take care of our fresh water since it is used over and over again.
A watershed is an area of land that drains to a particular body of water such as a river,
or a lake. Rain, or any type of precipitation, travels over the land as surface water or
flows underground as groundwater. As this water travels it can pick up oils, chemicals,
soil and litter carrying these pollutants to our streams and lakes. These pollutants can
be carried directly to the rivers and lakes as “runoff” or piped to these water bodies
through storm drains. People influence the water quality within a
watershed by how they treat their natural resources. Remember, we
all live in a watershed.

Franklin Soil and Water is proud to once again sponsor the conservation
poster contest. This year’s theme is “Where Does Your Water
Shed ?” Posters should focus on our local watersheds and how we
effect the quality of our streams and rivers Background information is available for
interested teachers and youth leaders. The contest is open to all Franklin County
students in grades K-12. Entries should be submitted on 8 1/2” x 11” paper,
preferably pre-used on one side. The contest runs from mid-February to mid-March.
For more information or to register your class or youth group contact: Linda at 614486-9613 or linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org.

Spring Tree and Wildflower Sale!
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Franklin Soil and Water is offering bare root tree
and shrub seedlings, native grass seeds,
wildflower seeds, mushroom kits, and rain garden
kits at their annual tree sale. The deadline to order
is Friday, March 29th. Orders will be available for pick up at
the District Office on April 19th and 20th. Find more
information in the newsletter, “Frankly Speaking” or the
website: www.franklinswcd.org.

Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Science Days Field Trips
Immerse children and parents in the
science of the great outdoors!
Students in kindergarten through sixth grade can study
up to eight natural history subjects at field stations. A
new site dedicated to this program features a pond,
white pine glen, wildflower fields and a rustic barn.
Parent volunteers attend a training session to prepare
them to instruct your class using Arboretum materials
and curricula. Other parent volunteers are trained
as chaperone guides.
The cost for this program is only $2 per student. If you
choose Arboretum staff-led stations the rate is $5 per
student. Registration for Science Days 2013 opens
February 5 and will close with a teacher’s meeting on
Tuesday, March 5. Field trip dates begin April
29. Look for details in the mail or call The Arboretum
at 740-323-2355 or 800-44-DAWES to register. For
more information contact : Jenny Pope, Education
Director, at japope@dawesarb.org.
The Dawes Arboretum is Located 35 miles east of
Columbus, Ohio, four miles north of Interstate 70 and
six miles south of downtown Newark.

Preservation Parks of Delaware
Looking for a great program for your
classroom, scout group or other community
group? The Preservation Parks Education
Department offers outreach programs covering a
variety of natural and cultural history topics.
Most programs are free and a great way to introduce your group to Delaware County's cultural
and natural history. We are flexible and will
work with you to develop a program that will
meet State of Ohio Academic Content Standards
as well as your needs and expectations. We can
conduct programs either at your site (school
building, land lab, or other meeting facility) or at
one of the parks managed by Preservation Parks.
To schedule an outreach program or field trip,
please contact: Education Services Manager
Rich Niccum 740-524-8600 ext. 3 or
rniccum@preservationparks.com.

Learning is Wild
Scholarship

Ohio Nature Education (ONE) is a non-profit
organization that provides a home to more than 50
permanently injured wild animals and incorporates
them into environmental education programs. ONE
has signed a lease with the Licking Park District to
manage the William C. Kraner Nature Center . This
public facility is located at 10380 Fairview Road,
located 5.5 miles east of Newark in Licking County.
The nature center is staffed every weekend (except
holidays). Feel free to stop by on Saturdays between
10am-4pm or Sundays between 11am-4pm. We have
several programs at the nature center you can attend,
or just stop by to check out the nature center itself
and see what's new! Also, be sure to check out a trail
map of the nature preserve.

The Columbus Zoo and Aquarium is excited to
offer the Learning is Wild Scholarship to help
teachers bring their students to the Zoo. The
Learning is Wild Scholarship will fund up to 75
percent of your total field trip cost, including
admission, transportation and program
fees. Visit www.columbuszoo.org and click on
Learn at the Zoo for more information!

Programming at
Camp Ken-Jockety
Camp Ken-Jockety offers
programs in natural sciences and team building.
For information about the program options call
614-878-1382 or email camp@gsoh.org.

Fun Projects and Places to Visit
Natural Adventure Programs
Did you know that Columbus
Recreation and Parks, Outdoor
Education Section offers nature
and adventure programs for youth
and adults? Sign up to attend one
of our after school programs, camps, or special
events or call to book your own program. Programs
are available Monday – Saturday, year-round. We
can come to you or you can visit us at the Indian
Village Outdoor Education Center. The Indian
Village Outdoor Education Center is located on the
west bank of Griggs Reservoir. We have a nature
lodge, hiking trails, caves, creeks, and access to the
Scioto River. Some of the programs offered include,
archery, canoeing, reptiles, sensory night hike,
fossils, and more! Find more information on our
website www.columbusrecparks.com click on
programs and then outdoor education.

Landfill Tours
SWACO offers field trips to the Franklin County Sanitary Landfill (FCSL) for
school groups and other interested
organizations and clubs in Franklin
County. The presentation consists of a preliminary
discussion and slide show that outlines the engineering,
regulations and monitoring of a modern day sanitary
landfill. Visitors will also learn about diversion, beneficial use of closed landfill sites, the difficulty of siting a
sanitary landfill and the future outlook for waste disposal
in Franklin County. Immediately following the presentation at the Resource Center visitors will enter the landfill
site to view the working face. The experience will offer
first-hand knowledge that many will not forget! Please
note: Visitors will remain inside the vehicle or school
bus at all times. Bus reimbursement up to $185.00 per
bus is available to all Franklin County schools. To learn
more visit: www.swaco.org

Columbus Water Materials
Directly involve students in protecting the city’s stormwater system through the Storm Drain Marker program.
Now is the time to plan ahead for this warm-weather
activity. Learn more at http://
publicutilities.columbus.gov/content.aspx?id=38176.
The Columbus Department of Public Utilities has educational materials appropriate for grades 3-6, including
colorful booklets like How Wastewater Treatment
Works, and Respecting the Water Cycle. Call 614-6452926 for more information.
Your classroom can become a GreenSpot in
the Community Group category by making three
commitments toward responsible environmental stewardship. Learn more at www.columbusgreenspot.org.

COSI Interactive Educator Workshops
COSI Free Teacher Open House - Saturday, February 2
Learn more: http://cositeacheropenhouse.eventbrite.com
COSI "Boys Discover...Engineering!" Career-Exploration
Program for Middle-School Boys (Scholarships Available)
Saturday, February 23 Learn more: http://cosi.org/
educators/science-careers/discover-programs/boysdiscover
COSI "Discover...Chemistry!" Career-Exploration
Program for Middle-School Girls & Boys (Scholarships
Available) Saturday, April 13 Learn
http://cosi.org/educators/science-careers/discoverprograms/discover-chemistry

Programs to Ponder
Bring the Farm to Your Classroom!
Now there are exciting ways to bring the farm right into your curriculum! Bring the Farm to You’s educational
programs are perfect for single classrooms, whole grade levels or the entire school!
There are 15 programs to choose from. Here are just a few:
♦

Chick Hatching includes everything you need to bring the wonder of birth right into your classroom! This engaging 3-week program includes a one-hour class that teaches your students (and you!) all about chickens and
eggs and what you’ll need to do to care of your incubating eggs and newly hatched chicks.

♦

Farm Animal Events are exciting! Who doesn’t want to turn their school into a farmyard! It includes fun and
informative interactions with farm animals by bringing a variety of chickens, ducks, turkeys, rabbits, sheep and
goats right to your school. Touching is encouraged! Learning is assured!

♦

Maple Sugaring brings the winter taste of the forest into your classroom through a one-hour presentation, introducing your students to the process of turning clear maple sap into sweet maple syrup.

♦

Wool Spinning takes your students back to the source of their clothes, allowing them to touch a variety of plant
and animal fibers throughout this one-hour demonstration. They’ll see wool washed, combed, carded and spun on
both a spindle and spinning wheel.

♦

Worm Composting gives students a chance to witness the transformation of their food scraps into rich compost.
This 8-week program starts with a one-hour lesson teaching students about worms and soil while assembling their
worm bin and meeting the worms they’ll care for throughout the program.

Visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com for more information and programs. Or contact Christa Hein at
christa@bringthefarmtoyou.com or at 614-560-5583 to schedule your 2013 programs.

Camps 2013
With nature as the touchstone for each workshop, the Conservatory’s camp programs allow
children to gain hands-on experiences exploring the natural world through the lens of science
and the arts. Each workshop is planned around a theme and includes age appropriate and
enriching activities. Several new topics and experiences are planned for campers this year.
Popular half-day camps for preschool and kindergarten students are again available in the
morning and afternoon. Full-day camps are available for 1st–6th grade students. For more
information call 614-715-8038.
Preschool Nature-Based Programs (ages 3-4 with an adult) Children discover the wonders of the gardens alongside
their caregiver through music, stories, observation, and crafts that explore a new theme each week. $30/$36 (six-week
series) $6 drop-in Roots (3–4 years old, with adult) Mondays, January 14 - February 18, 10:30-11:30am Mondays,
February 25 – April 1, 10:30-11:30am
Stems (4-5 years old, with adult) Mondays, January 14 - February 18, 12:30-1:30pm Mondays, February 25 – April 1,
12:30-1:30pm
Home School Nature-Based Programs (6-12 years old, adult optional) Children in home school or learning co-ops
gain an understanding of science-based inquiry using the gardens as inspiration. Explore a new theme each week through
informative tours, hands-on investigation, group activities, and take-home lesson plans. Programs are aligned to Ohio
Academic Content Standards. $60/$72 (six-week series) $12 Drop-in Additional children in same family $30 Members /
$36 Non-members for series or $6 per class Map Making Exploration Second and fourth Tuesdays, January 15–
March 26, 12:30–2:30pm Nature Inquiry First and third Fridays, January 18–April 5, 12:30-2:30pm

Upcoming Events for Educators
Winter/Spring 2013
Environmental Educator Workshops
A series of science based workshops are scheduled for educators of all types. Participants will experience activities
appropriate for various age levels that can be used to help meet current science curriculum standards. Additional background information will be provided, as well as sharing resources available to teachers. Formal classroom teachers, nonformal educators, homeschooling parents and scout leaders are welcome to attend. These workshops will be held at the
nature center of High Banks Metro Park on Route 23 just north of I 270, unless noted differently. (Project WILD and
Aquatic WILD) on February 9th will be held at Spring Hollow Lodge, adjacent to Sharon Woods Metro Park and the
Metro Parks District Office.)
JOURNEY NORTH with a Good Book : Saturday, January 26, 2013 8:00 a.m.–4 p.m.
Learn how to engage students in a global study of wildlife migration and seasonal change.
Discover how to connect your classroom to a web-based project that tracks animals migrating
across America and integrate this information with related children’s books about migration, life
cycles and season changes. $10
PROJECT WILD AND AQUATIC WILD: Saturday, February 9, 2013 8:00 am – 4:00 pm
An interdisciplinary approach to habitats and wildlife on land and in the water for grades K-12. Receive an
activity guide with information and hands-on lessons covering a variety of habitat and wildlife topics with
the goal of helping young people gain knowledge, skills, and the commitment needed to make informed
decisions about the wildlife around us. $5 workshop fee. Materials provided free from the ODNR: Division of Wildlife.
Held at Spring Hollow Lodge.
MAKE IT-TAKE IT Learning Activities with SOILS AND ROCKS: Saturday, March 9, 2013 8:00 am – 4:00 pm
This workshop is an activity based approach to the study of soil formation, properties, horizons and
textures. Participants will experience and create models of soil layers, tunnels, percolation and soil types.
Soil organisms will be collected and identified. Activities emphasize grades 3-6 content standards for
Earth and Space Sciences. $10 workshop fee.

For more information contact:
Linda at the Franklin SWCD, 614-486-9613, ext. 115 or Linda-pettit@franklinswcd.org
Dona Rhea at the Delaware SWCD, 740-368-1921 or dona-rhea@delawareswcd.org
These workshops are coordinated by the Delaware and Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Districts and Metro Parks. Presenters
are partners through TREE: Terrific Resources for Environmental Education The workshops are co-sponsored by the Environmental
Education Council of Ohio and made possible in part by a generous grant from the Ohio Environmental Education Fund.

Fish Sale
Spring 2013

January: National Hobby Month
January 23:

The last day to order is
Friday, March 22, 2013

Handwriting Day

January 24: Compliment Day

February: National Bird Feeding Month
February 11: Thomas Edison Birthday
February 15: Random Acts of Kindness Day

March: National Youth Art Month
March 14: Albert Einstein’s Birthday
March 22: World Day of Water

Looking to stock your pond this spring?
Check out Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s Annual Spring Fish Sale.
Choices will include minnows, blue gill,
yellow perch, channel catfish, large mouth
bass and white amurs.
Fish pick-up is Thursday, March 28th, 2013,
from noon to 1 p.m. at the Franklin Soil and
Water office, 1328 Dublin Road, Columbus
43215. Call (614) 486-9613 for directions.
To pick up fish, bring water from the pond
you plan to stock, about 5 gallons of water
per 100 fish of each species. For white
Amur, bring 5 gallons of water for every
two fish. The best container is a 30-gallon
trash can with a plastic bag containing pond
water. When you pick up your fish, deliver
them to your pond immediately.
The fish are guaranteed to be in good
condition, however Franklin Soil and Water
does not guarantee survival after you have
stocked them in your pond.
No refunds are available

Education Program Scheduling
We would like to thank the teachers in Franklin County for their patience while we
transition to our new scheduling system. The popularity of our programs has
increased dramatically, causing us to re-evaluate some of our program policies. We know there
has been disappointment when programs and timing could not be accommodated. Our goal is
to see as many students as possible in Franklin County within a school year, as a result we
have to limit the availability of repeat visits to the same classroom. Should a teacher request a
second visit during the same school year we may have to charge a fee for that repeat visit. If
you have any questions about this policy or would like to schedule a program please contact
Sherry Collins at 614-486-9613 or email her at scollins@franklinswcd.org.
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service are equal opportunity
providers and employers.

