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Stream Stewardship
If you are fortunate enough to be a streamside landowner, you have a special 
opportunity to positively influence the quality of your stream and promote 
local stream health. Stewardship is the means by which you can empower 
yourself, friends, and neighbors to take ownership of your stream to ensure 
that its waters remain clear and its banks stay well-vegetated and protected 
from erosion. 

Practicing stream stewardship is simple and easy to do, and it can have a 
huge impact on the quality of your life and the life of the creatures that live in 
your stream. 

3 Simple Steps
Establish a Streamside Buffer 
One key component to stream health is allowing vegetation to grow along 
the stream bank. Designate a “No Mow” or “Conservation Zone” adjacent to 
the stream, at least 15-25 feet wide. The zone will encourage the growth of 
plants and reduce the impact of pollutants from stream bank erosion and 
surface runoff. Plant native trees and shrubs within the area to establish a 
vigorous root zone that will hold the soil in place and provide shade along 
the stream. Vegetation is always better with stream buffers. 

Refrain from Dumping Yard Waste
The placement of grass clippings, raked leaves, cut limbs, and other 
vegetative debris on the bank, or within the channel, contributes to stream 
bank erosion and poor water quality.  Yard waste reduces available oxygen 
for fish and other aquatic life by depleting the oxygen in the stream as it 
decays.  It also reduces stream capacity which will contribute to potential 
flooding of property. 

Use Fertilizers and Pesticides Correctly
Fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides can contribute to poor water quality, 
especially when applied incorrectly. It is important to calibrate your spreader 
according to the package label. Avoid spreading fertilizer near the bank and 
on sidewalks and driveways which can convey the chemicals directly into 
your stream. (continued on page 4)

Protecting Your Stream

Registration now open for 
exhibitors, sponsors and 
general admission!
We are reaching back to the past and 
holding an Exposition style event this fall 
that will include static outdoor display 
space, live product demonstrations, 
indoor vendor space, and scheduled 
presentations.  

If your company is interested in 
demonstrating, please indicate that on 
your registration form.

Date: Thursday, August 24th
Time: 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Franklin County Fairgrounds

Registration Forms on Page 5 & 6

15th Annual 
Central Ohio Stormwater & 
Erosion Control Expo!

Franklin Soil and Water hosts 
multiple events throughout the 
year which benefits the protection 
and improvement of soil and water 
resources.  

Download the sponsor registration form 
or visit our Eventbrite page for details 
on how you can help support these 
outreach efforts by becoming a sponsor!

Sponsorship Opportunities

www.franklinswcd.org
http://www.franklinswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-Event-Sponsorship-Registration-indd.pdf
http://www.franklinswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-Event-Sponsorship-Registration-indd.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
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May 17th (1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST) Nutrient Trading  1.5 CEUs
Nutrient credit trading offers both risks and opportunities for meeting total maximum daily load (TMDL) nutrient reduction 
targets. Some states have established nutrient trading or offset programs, with most current trades involving wastewater 
treatment plants and limited involvement from the stormwater sector. In this webcast, we will look at the increasing 
exploration of nutrient trading, review case studies of trading programs, and discuss the future of nutrient trading in 
meeting pollution reduction regulations.

June 21st (1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST) Making Urban Trees Count  1.5 CEUs
The water quality benefits of forests are widely accepted, yet very few studies have successfully quantified the runoff and 
pollutant-reducing impacts of trees in the urban landscape. Using everything from individual street trees up to small 
patches of forest as a stormwater best management practice (BMP) is hampered by this uncertainty of how to “credit” 
urban trees for runoff and pollutant load reduction. This webcast will review the available stormwater crediting systems for 
urban tree planting and will present a new crediting system that includes a design specification for urban tree planting that 
can be integrated into state and local compliance systems for stormwater management, TMDLs and other water quality 
requirements.

September 13th (1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST) Stream Restoration: Where are we now?  1.5 CEUs
Stream restoration has been used for many years for various objectives, including pollutant reduction requirements for 
TMDL compliance. But the use of stream restoration practices to effectively achieve required nutrient and sediment 
reductions has been a topic of debate in the scientific community.  Recent efforts by an advisory panel to the Chesapeake 
Bay Program reviewed the latest available science to quantify the various benefits of stream restoration and develop a 
methodology to document that stream restoration projects are helping them to meet their TMDL targets. In this webcast we 
will examine the expert panel recommendations and discuss the role of stream restoration in meeting water quality goals 
and also discuss the results of WERF’s National Stream Restoration as a BMP Guidance. 

October 18th (1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST) Bringing Better Site Design into the 21st Century  1.5 CEUs 
Published in 1998 as a consensus-based process for changing development regulations, the Center’s Better Site Design 
Handbook outlines 22 model development principles for site design that act to reduce impervious cover, conserve 
open space, manage stormwater at new residential and commercial development sites; and reduce the overall cost of 
development. Much has happened in the world of stormwater and site planning in the 18 years since the release of the 
handbook, including technical and regulatory advances that have changed how stormwater is managed and sites are 
developed. To respond this need, the Center recently revised the handbook and related support products to reflect the 
latest in stormwater management technology and regulations such as MS4 permits, provide different versions of the COW 
for different site situations, update the supporting research, case studies, model code/ordinance library and more!

November 15th (1:00 - 2:30 p.m. EST) Modeling for Water Quality  1.5 CEUs
Modeling is frequently used in watershed and stormwater planning to help build understanding of a problem or calculate 
possible changes over time when monitoring is not an option. Modeling can also be used to compare courses of action 
to determine effective strategies for addressing a problem and the potential cost for each strategy. Non-point source 
modeling tools are an important tool in estimating compliance with TMDL allocations and developing an overall watershed 
plan to meet water quality. In this webcast we will look at several tools for estimating pollutant loads, discuss the possible 
applications, and look at case studies to illustrate how a model was employed to achieve the desired goals.

2017 Webcast Lineup: Save Money and Earn Free Credits
Bring your lunch and join us in our office this year as we view the 2017 Webcast Series offered by the Center for 
Watershed Protection.  All webcasts are free to attend and offer CEUs
>>> Reserve your spot on Eventbrite or contact Brooke at bfrusher@franklinswcd.org 
We are able to offer these webcasts free of charge thanks to the partner communities listed below.  These 
communities help us provide outreach to the development community throughout the year and assist us in promoting 
responsible land use decisions for the conservation, protection and improvement of our soil and water resources.

City of Bexley | City of Canal Winchester | City of Columbus | City of Dublin | Franklin County Board of Commissioners | 
City of Gahanna | City of Hilliard | City of New Albany | The Village of Obetz | City of Reynoldsburg | 

City of Upper Arlington |City of Westerville | City of Worthington

We are partnering with the Ohio Stormwater Association (OSWA) for our remaining roundtables and are looking for sponsors!  
Contact Brooke at bfrusher@franklinswcd.org or visit our Eventbrite page for more details. Registration Info Coming Soon!

Thursday, July 20th  | Starts at 10am at the Franklin Soil & Water Office
Challenging Construction Sites

Thursday, October 19th  | Starts at 10am at the Franklin Soil & Water Office
Planning Ahead: How to Recognize and Utilize the Existing Environmental Services at Your Site

Upcoming Roundtables / OSWA Education Events

http://www.cwp.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-webinars-10014206158
mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20CWP%20Webcasts
mailto:bfrusher%40franklinswcd.org?subject=Roundtables
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615


If you are pursuing your CESSWI, CPESC, SMS4, or CPSWQ, remember to apply at least 45 days before a scheduled exam.  For 
more details on each certification and dates for upcoming exams and review sessions visit http://www.envirocertintl.org/.
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Regional/National Events

Resource Links

Ohio Stormwater Conference
May 10-12 | Sandusky, Ohio 
http://www.ohstormwaterconference.com/

2017 Municipal Wet Weather Stormwater Conference
May 15-17 | Charleston, South Carolina
http://www.ieca.org/IECA/Events/MS4_Conference/IECA/
IECA%20Events/MS4_Conference.aspx?hkey=24aba739-4632-
461d-a257-c494c22a921a

Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Green Infrastructure 
Conference
May 31-June 2 | Detroit, Michigan
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/default.
aspx?EventID=1945821

38th Annual American Community Garden Conference
July 27-30 | Hartford, Connecticut
https://communitygarden.org/conference/

ISA Annual International Conference & Trade Show
July 28-August 2 | National Harbor, Maryland
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx

9th Annual Midwest Native Plant Conference
July 28-30 | Dayton, Ohio
http://midwestnativeplants.org/annual-conference/

North American Manure Expo
August 22-23 | Arlington, Wisconsin
http://www.manureexpo.org/

Central Ohio Stormwater & Erosion Control Expo 
August 24 | Columbus, Ohio
http://www.franklinswcd.org

StormCon
August 27-31 | Bellevue, Washington
http://www.stormcon.com/

Farm Science Review
September 19-21 | London, Ohio
http://fsr.osu.edu/

2017 Ohio Public Works Expo
September 20 | Columbus, Ohio
http://ohio.apwa.net/EventDetails/11088

WEFTEC 2017
September 30-October 4 | Chicago, Illinois
http://www.weftec.org/future-weftec-schedule/

Natural Areas Conference
October 10-12 | Fort Collins, Colorado
http://naturalareasconference.org/

2017 Storm Water Solutions Conference and Exhibition
November 7-9 | Chicago, Illinois
http://swsconferenceexpo.com/

Partners in Community Forestry Conference
November 15-16 | Tulsa, Oklahoma
https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/

Brownfields 2017
December 5-7 | Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
http://brownfields2017.org/

Rainwater and Land Development Manual
http://soilandwater.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/
stormwater/3-3-14RLD_All.pdf

Construction General Permit (CGP)
http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/OHC000004_GP_Final.
pdf

Ohio EPA Storm Water Program
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/index.aspx#108452491-
forms--general-permits 

Ohio EPA’s Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution 
Prevention (A free resource for Ohio business owners.)
www.epa.ohio.gov/ocapp

Ohio Balanced Growth Program
http://www.balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/

County Engineers Association of Ohio
http://www.ceao.org/aws/CEAO/pt/sp/home_page

Center for Watershed Protection (CWP)
www.cwp.org 

National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD)
http://www.nacdnet.org/

Ohio Stormwater Association
http://www.ohioswa.com/

Water Environment Federation (WEF)
www.wef.org

Science & Technology Training Library
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/

Ohio Woodland Stewards Program
http://woodlandstewards.osu.edu/

Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist Program
http://ocvn.osu.edu/

Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association
http://www.oeffa.org/

US Green Building Council
http://www.usgbccentralohio.org/

Professional Certification

http://www.envirocertintl.org/
http://www.ohstormwaterconference.com/
https://communitygarden.org/conference/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx
http://midwestnativeplants.org/annual-conference/
http://www.manureexpo.org/
http://www.stormcon.com/
http://fsr.osu.edu/
http://naturalareasconference.org/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/
http://soilandwater.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/stormwater/3-3-14RLD_All.pdf
http://soilandwater.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/stormwater/3-3-14RLD_All.pdf
http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/OHC000004_GP_Final.pdf
http://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/OHC000004_GP_Final.pdf
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/index.aspx#108452491-forms--general-permits
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/index.aspx#108452491-forms--general-permits
www.epa.ohio.gov/ocapp
http://www.balancedgrowth.ohio.gov/
www.cwp.org
http://www.nacdnet.org/
http://www.ohioswa.com/
www.wef.org
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/
http://woodlandstewards.osu.edu/
http://ocvn.osu.edu/
http://www.oeffa.org/
http://www.usgbccentralohio.org/
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Common Questions
Why can’t we just keep grass mowed to the stream?   Non-Native turf grasses, such as Kentucky bluegrass, do not grow roots 
deep enough to hold the soil in place. Native vegetation can prevent stream bank erosion in three ways;

• Plant roots hold the soil together and increase overall bank stability by forming a soil binding network. 
• Stems, branches and foliage provide resistance to the stream and runoff flow reducing the flow velocity.
• Tree and shrub foliage deflects rain drops, reducing their erosive impact on the bank.

What if my neighbors think I am neglecting my lawn?   If your neighbors are concerned about weeds, a management plan can 
be developed to create a buffer with more desirable species. A buffer can take on a formal or more “wild” look, depending on 
preference. Contact us for a list of appropriate vegetation for streamside environments. 

Why use bio-engineering to help stabilize the stream bank?   Bio-engineering is the use of natural materials (living and non-
living) to stabilize slopes and stream banks rather than using conventional methods. A combination of boulders, tree roots 
and vegetation is used in a variety of ways to fortify eroding banks and re-establish natural stream habitat. Bio-engineered 
stabilization projects are visually attractive while providing food, shelter, and cool clean water necessary for healthy stream 
function and good water quality.

What native trees and shrubs should we place near the stream?   Native trees, shrubs, and grasses that tolerate wet conditions 
should be grown near the stream. These include trees such as cottonwood, eastern sycamore, red maple, swamp white oak and 
box elder. Some suitable shrubs include dogwoods, viburnums, spicebush and buttonbush.

How big  should the stream corridor be?   The recommended minimum width for water quality is 50 feet or 2.5 times the stream 
bank width, whichever is greater. Three hundred feet of corridor is recommended for good wildlife habitat. Though suburban and 
urban landowners may not have enough space available, residents should try to have the widest streamside buffer possible. 

Protecting Our Streams  (continued from page 1)

Figure 10 was obtained from the Urban Watershed 
Forestry Manual put together by the Center for 
Watershed Protection for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service and illustrates the three 
tiers of forest conservation regulations. Prior to 
development, the parcel shown in Figure 10 had 
45% forest cover (dark green). With development 
under the NFC scenario, only a small portion of 
forest on the site was preserved, with a net forest 
cover of 10%. Under the IFC scenario, a stream 
buffer ordinance that restricts disturbance of 

native vegetation within 100 feet of all streams resulted in the developer conserving additional forest along the stream that runs 
through the property. The net forest cover for this scenario was 25%. Under the DFC scenario, a forest conservation ordinance 
that required preservation of 40% of the site as forest resulted in a net forest cover of 40% and total forest loss of only 5%.

Programmatic Non-Structural BMP’s
There are many ways to reduce stormwater impacts and be a steward for the environment, and not all of them include 
structural components.  Amending local ordinances and regulations to include stream setbacks and tree preservation 
requirements for new development can be the difference between whether a stream is viewed as an asset or as an 
erosive force that later threatens property and structures.  Consider the basic tenants below and how they fit with your 
communities current themes and processes. 

Protect Sensitive/Special Value Resources 
•    Protect/conserve/enhance/utilize - riparian areas,
     soils, buffers, existing use etc. 
•    Protect/utilize natural flow pathways 

Cluster and Concentrate 
•    Cluster uses, multi-task (i.e. Parking islands =
     landscape and stormwater) 
•    Concentrate thru smart growth practices 

Minimize disturbance/minimize maintenance 
•    Minimize total disturbed area 
•    Minimize soil compaction / Maximize infiltration
•    Re-vegetate and Re-forest 

Reduce Impervious cover 
•    Reduce street, parking, rooftop imperviousness

Disconnect/Distribute/Decentralize 
•    Rooftop Disconnection 
•    Disconnection from Storm Sewers / Pavement disconnects

Source Control 
•    Street sweeping 
•    Fertilizer use / Nutrient application
•    Structural BMP monitoring/maintenance

Educate
•    Change in behavior, acceptance, by-in, implementation

https://www.na.fs.fed.us/pubs/uf/watershed1/urban_watershed_forestry_manual_part1.pdf
https://www.na.fs.fed.us/pubs/uf/watershed1/urban_watershed_forestry_manual_part1.pdf


 

Opportunities & Benefits 
 

Exhibitor — $200       Check here      
 Your company will be provided exhibit 

space. (includes 8-foot table and chairs) 
 Your company name, logo, contact                 

information, and product description will 
be displayed as a 1/4 page advertisement 
in the exhibitor section of the Expo Prod-
ucts and  Services Guide. 

 One company representative may attend 
the Expo at no additional cost ($45 for 
each additional attendee) 

 

Sponsor — $400   Check here 
Same benefits as exhibitor, but with the follow-
ing additions: 
 Company logo displayed on all promotional 

materials & event banners. 
 Your company name, logo, contact                

information, and product description will 
be displayed as a 1/2 page advertisement 
in the exhibitor section of the Expo Prod-
ucts and  Services Guide. 

 Two company representatives may attend 
the Expo at no additional cost ($45 for 
each additional attendee) 

Central Ohio 
Stormwater & Erosion Control Expo 
 

August 24, 2017 
 

Franklin County Fairgrounds — Edwards Building 
4100 Columbia St, Hilliard, OH 43026-3404 

PROMOTING SOIL CONSERVATION AND STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 

 

Optional Benefits/Opportunities  

(included with registration fee) 
 

Check this box If interested in demonstrating   
your products/services at the expo.   
Limited number of designated time slots are available. 
 

Check this box if interested in setting up an 

outdoor static display. 

 

Registration Deadline July 21st  

4 ways to register 

Online:  Eventbrite 

Email to: bfrusher@franklinswcd.org  

Mail to:  Franklin SWCD 

  1404 Goodale Blvd, Suite 100 

  Columbus, Ohio 43212 

Fax to:  614-486-9614 

3 ways to pay 

 

 

 

Company Name:________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Phone:  (_________)_____________________________________ 

Fax:  (_________)_______________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

Representative Name (s):  

1st (free) 

______________________________________________________ 

2nd (free for sponsor, $45 for exhibitor) 

______________________________________________________ 

3rd ($45.00) 

______________________________________________________ 

For additional information call us at 614.486.9613 or 
send an email to  Brooke Frusher or David Reutter 

Credit card via Eventbrite 

Invoice me 

Check enclosed (payable to Franklin SWCD)  

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
mailto:bfrusher@franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20Expo%20Registration:%20Exhibitor/Sponsor
mailto:bfrusher@franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20Central%20Ohio%20Stormwater%20and%20Erosion%20Control%20Expo
mailto:dreutter@franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20Expo:%20Exhibitor/Sponsorship%20Opportunities
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615


Central Ohio 
Stormwater & Erosion Control Expo 

August 24, 2017 
Franklin County Fairgrounds — Edwards Building 
4100 Columbia St, Hilliard, OH 43026-3404 

PROMOTING SOIL CONSERVATION AND STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 

By credit card via Eventbrite  

Paying by invoice or check complete attendee 
information below and return to FSWCD 

Invoice me 

Check enclosed (payable to Franklin SWCD)  

Name: 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Email Address: 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Attendee Information 

4 ways to register 

Online: Eventbrite (if paying by credit card) 

Email to: bfrusher@franklinswcd.org 

Mail to: Franklin SWCD 

1404 Goodale Blvd, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43212 

Fax to:  614-486-9614 

3 ways to pay 

Organization:___________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Phone:  (_________)_____________________________________ 

Fax:  (_________)_______________________________________ 

Presented by: 

Location: 

Date: 

Time: 

Fees: 

Agenda: 

Franklin County Fairgrounds — Edwards Building 

4100 Columbia St, Hilliard, OH 43026-3404 

Thursday, August 24, 2017 

8am-3pm (may change as agenda develops) 

$45 per attendee;  

SWCD’s are eligible for 1 free registration  

(contact  Brooke for details) 

Available soon. 

General admission ticket includes morning coffee, lunch, and ac-
cess to exhibitors and product demonstrations. 

Attendees will also receive a Certificate of Attendance. 

For additional information call us at 614.486.9613 or send an email 
to Brooke Frusher or David Reutter 

Sponsorship and Exhibitor 

Opportunities Available 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/franklin-soil-and-water-conservation-district-9235141615
mailto:bfrusher@franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20Expo%20Registration:%20General%20Admission
http://www.morpc.org/
http://www.fairfieldswcd.org/
http://www.franklinswcd.org/
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/pages/home.aspx
mailto:bfrusher@franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20Central%20Ohio%20Stormwater%20and%20Erosion%20Control%20Expo
mailto:dreutter@franklinswcd.org?subject=2017%20Central%20Ohio%20Stormwater%20and%20Erosion%20Control%20Expo
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Stormwater Pond Maintenance
Stormwater ponds are designed and constructed to contain and/or filter pollutants that flush 
off of the landscape, but without regular inspection and maintenance, these common BMP’s 
can actually become a source of water quality issues.

Nutrients, such as nitrogen and phosphorus, that are typically found in stormwater runoff 
can accumulate in stormwater ponds leading to degraded conditions such as low dissolved 
oxygen, algal blooms, unsightly conditions, and odors.  Sediment also accumulates over time 
and can smother vegetation, clog structural components, and create a reduction in storage 
volume.  A reduction in storage volume allows water to heat more quickly during summer 
months and  reduces the ability of a pond to capture and treat the runoff from smaller, more 
frequently occurring storms.  That also makes it easier for excess nutrients, sediments and 
other pollutants to be “flushed” directly to the nearest water body.

To ensure your stormwater pond functions efficiently and remains an amenity to the 
environment and the people living near it for years to come you should first learn how it has 
been designed and how it should function, then develop and follow a simple schedule of 
inspection and preventative maintenance.  This is the type of information contained in an Operation and 
Maintenance (O&M) Plan.  If you do not have an O&M plan, a service provider can help you determine this 
information and develop a plan of attack.  

For more information, you can download a PDF version of the US EPA Stormwater Wet Pond and Wetland 
Management Guidebook by visiting www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/pondmgmtguide.pdf.  This resource 
contains information on conducting inspections, (including sample inspection checklists) and profile 
sheets for common maintenance activities.  We have also recently created a brochure on Stormwater Pond 
Management and Maintenance: A resource for HOAs and other stormwater owners, which can be found on 
our website at http://www.franklinswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Pond-Brochure.pdf

Typical Inspection/Maintenance Frequencies for Ponds and Wetlands
Frequency Inspection Items Maintenance Items

One time - After 
First Year

• Ensure that at least 50% of wetland plants survive
• Check for invasive wetland plants

• Replant wetland vegetation

Monthly to 
Quarterly or After 
Major Storms 
(<1”)

• Inspect low flow orifices and other pipes for 
clogging

• Check the permanent pool or dry pond area for 
floating debris, undesirable vegetation

• Investigate the shoreline for erosion
• Monitor wetland plant composition and health
• Look for broken signs, locks, and other dangerous 

items

• Mowing – minimum Spring and Fall
• Remove debris
• Repair undercut, eroded, and bare soil areas

Several Times per 
Hot/Warm Season

• Inspect stormwater ponds and stormwater 
wetlands for possible mosquito production

• Inspect for mosquitoes

Semi-annual to 
Annual

• Monitor wetland plant composition and health
• Identify invasive plants
• Ensure mechanical components are functional

• Setup a trash and debris clean-up day
• Remove invasive plants
• Harvest wetland plants
• Replant wetland vegetation
• Repair broken mechanical components if needed

Every 1 to 3 Years

• Complete all routine inspection items above
• Inspect riser, barrel, and embankment for damage
• Inspect all pipes
• Monitor sediment deposition in facility and 

forebay

• Pipe and Riser Repair
• Complete forebay maintenance and sediment 

removal when needed

2-7 Years • Monitor sediment deposition in facility and 
forebay

• Complete forebay maintenance and sediment 
removal when needed

5-25 Years
• Remote television inspection of reverse slope 

pipes, under drains, and other hard to access 
piping.

• Sediment removal from main pond/wetland
• Pipe replacement if needed

Table obtained from the US EPA Stormwater Wet Pond and Wetland Management Guidebook, Section 2: Inspection and Maintenance of Existing Ponds and Wetlands

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/pondmgmtguide.pdf
http://www.franklinswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Pond-Brochure.pdf


Water Quality Partner Program Update
In 2014 we rolled out the Water Quality Partner Program as a way to educate and 
support local businesses in how they can take an active role in keeping Central Ohio 
waterways clean and safe.  To date, we have had 128 businesses within twelve partnering 
communities participate in the program by taking the voluntary pledge.  Below are the 
top 3 pledge categories and the corresponding action items businesses (like yours) are 
implementing to help keep our streams safe and healthy.

Top 3 Pledge Categories
Dumpster Management  
Includes action items such as keeping dumpster lids closed, 
checking drainage plugs, keeping liquid waste out of the 
dumpster, and learning what qualifies as a hazardous waste.  

If your dumpster is damaged or missing lids/plugs, contact 
your waste collection company for a replacement.

Cleaning & Spill Prevention 
Includes action items such as using a broom instead of a hose to 
clean sidewalks and parking lots, creating a spill plan and spill kit, 
and not allowing water from the cleaning of items such as kitchen 
mats, grease traps, trash cans, paint brushes, parts, etc. to enter a 
storm drain.  

Do your employees know which drains are for sanitary sewer 
and which are for stormwater?  Consider marking drains for easy 
identification, then discuss it at your next staff meeting.

Landscape Practices 
Includes action items such as blowing leaves and grass clippings from 
sidewalks, roads or parking lots back onto the lawn or bagging them for 
disposal, covering areas of bare soil, consider using a rain garden/rain barrel 
to control stormwater runoff, and using de-icers carefully and sweeping up 
any excess (or requesting your management company do so).  

Check out getgrassy.org and communitybackyards.org for more landscape 
tips and info on how to get a free rain gauge or receive rebates for 
implementing practices at your home and/or business! 

The communities below are participating in the Water Quality Partner Program 

City of Bexley  |  City of Canal Winchester  |  City of Dublin  |  Franklin County Board of Commissioners  | 
City of Gahanna  |  City of Hilliard  |  City of New Albany  |  Village of Obetz  |  City of Reynoldsburg  | 

City of Upper Arlington  |  City of Westerville  |  City of Worthington

See which businesses are taking the pledge or learn how you can get involved by visiting http://www.franklinswcd.
org/programs-and-services/storm-water-program-management/businesses-pledging-to-be-water-quality-partners/
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Water Quality Partner Featured Practice
FOG Management & Disposal
Fats, oils, and grease are problems for the wastewater system. When hot oil is poured down a drain 
or greasy wastewater enters the drain from a dishwasher, the oil cools and can coat the inside 
of drain pipes, causing slow drainage or blocked pipes. Limits are set by wastewater treatment 
authorities on how much fat, oil, and grease (abbreviated as FOG) wastewater generated by 
restaurants and food products manufacturers can contain. Building codes also require the 
installation of grease traps in restaurants. 

Managing Grease Traps 
Grease traps are very useful in collecting FOG from kitchen wastewater, but 
they must be periodically serviced in order to be effective. Grease traps are 
usually above ground or in ground tanks that allow water draining from a 
kitchen to slow down. When the water slows, oil can float to the surface and 
solids can fall to the bottom as sludge. The wastewater between the top layer 
of FOG and the bottom layer of sludge can exit the grease trap and flow into 
the sanitary sewer system. Grease traps are usually sized so that after two 
weeks to a month, they have collected as much FOG and sludge as they can 
hold. If they are not cleaned, FOG will simply pass through the trap and into 
the sanitary sewer system.

Kitchen Exhaust Hoods 
Kitchen exhaust hoods are used to remove heat, smoke and grease from ovens, stoves, grills and fryers. As the 
grease goes up the hood, it cools and condenses on the exhaust duct work and fan.  While some grease collects on 
the exhaust duct work, grease can drain out of the exhaust fan enclosure.  If you don’t maintain your fan’s grease 
collection system, grease will eventually drain onto your roof. And, over time, grease that collects on your roof will 
wash into the rain gutters and storm sewer. Grease can also flow down the side of your building onto a parking lot 
and into a storm sewer. Grease that enters the storm sewers will eventually make its way to the nearest stream or 
river where it may discolor the water, kill plants and fish, or cause an obnoxious odor.

Storm Water Concerns 
Outdoor grease storage containers can affect storm water. Containers must be covered so that rain 
does not enter the tank and overflow. Keep hinged and free lids on the containers closed except 
when filling. Spills should be cleaned with absorbents, and never washed down a storm drain. Areas 
around storage containers should never be cleaned with hoses or pressure washers unless all of 
the wastewater is contained and disposed in the sanitary sewer system. Grease should never be 
poured into storm drains. If storage tanks require cleaning, they should never be cleaned outside and 

allowed to drain into storm drains or to contaminate soil or paved surfaces. It is a good idea to place used oil storage 
containers in curbed areas so that major spills are contained and flowing stormwater is diverted away. 

FOG Management 
The best way to avoid problems with FOG is to avoid disposal in the wastewater system and to manage your 
collection systems regularly. Large amounts of oil such as from fryers should never be poured down the drain. The 
used oil should be collected and recycled. Used cooking oil is actually a valuable material that can be processed 
into products used in animal feeds, fuels, and chemicals. Accounts can be arranged with reputable FOG collectors 
to periodically pickup used oil. It is possible to strain or filter oil in deep fryers to extend the life of the cooking oil. 
Controlling the temperature of deep fryers so that the oil does not scorch will also extend the life. Extending the 
life of oil means that less oil is recycled or disposed. It also means that less new oil is purchased. The benefit is that 
money is saved in addition to improving food quality and taste. 

For more information, check out the free publications made available through the Ohio EPA Office of 
Compliance Assistance & Pollution Prevention (OCAPP)) http://ohioepapubs.custhelp.com/app/home
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BMP Review:  Ponds -- Where’s Your Skimmer?
In truth, there are many dewatering devices that can 
be selected for dewatering your sediment pond, the 
skimmer just seems to be the one I encounter the most 
in the field.    These devices are extremely effective in 
reducing sediment loads from entering waterways and 
are required by the Construction General Permit and the 
Rainwater & Land Development Manual.  

Sediment build up can prevent your skimmer from 
moving freely as water levels change, so regular 
inspection and maintenance is key to ensuring proper 
function.

For more guidance on dewatering devices refer to 
Chapter 6 of the Rainwater and Land Development 
manual.  You may download the entire manual or 
specific chapters at http://epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/
technical_guidance.aspx

Water quality 
before skimmer 

Excerpt from page 10 of Construction General Permit (OHC000004)

Same catch basin after 
installation of skimmer!

http://epa.ohio.gov/dsw/storm/technical_guidance.aspx
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