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Think Spring!
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Winter 2006

Places to raise young: To attract birds,
plant trees and bushes. To attract the
greatest variety of butterflies, include
chemical-free plants that their
caterpillars eat.

Winter doldrums? Imagine your yard
in bloom. It only takes a small area to
bring colorful butterflies, songbirds and
hummingbirds. Native plants provide
food, cover and places to raise young.
Keep your yard chemical-free, add
water, and they will come.
Go native: Local wildlife depends on
plants native to Ohio, which are easy to
care for because they have adapted to our
climate. Traditional lawns have little
value for wildlife.

Get Certified: Certifying your yard
with National Wildlife Federation is
easy, helps others understand what you
are doing and may increase your
property value.
Want more tips? Email me about
bringing wildlife to your yard or come
to our free workshop “Planning for
Spring” (see below).
Toni Stahl: marc-a@columbus.rr.com
Toni, Habitat Ambassador for National
Wildlife Federation, maintains a
suburban Backyard Wildlife Habitat
www.nwf.org/bwh

Water and Cover: Provide shallow
water fifteen feet from cover. Include
some evergreens (i.e. Eastern Hemlock)
for winter cover.
Food: Native plants at different heights
with fruits, seeds, and blooms at different
times will bring the most butterflies and
birds. In the rear, plant tall trees (i.e.
Chinkapin Oak); below plant small,
shade-tolerant trees (i.e. Nannyberry) and
bushes (i.e. Spicebush, Black
Chokeberry). In sun, plant native flowers
(i.e. Black-eyed Susan, Purple
Coneflower) and leave them standing
through winter. You can watch birds
eating seeds winter and early spring.

Pictures: ©2005, Marc Apfelstadt
Upper: Goldfinch & Black-eyed Susan
Lower: Monarch & Marsh Milkweed
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Toni Stahl and Marc Apfelstadt, Ambassadors
for the National Wildlife Federation, and
Franklin Soil and Water will be hosting a
presentation on converting backyards into
wildlife habitat and an introduction on backyard
conservation practices.

Sat., Feb. 18th, 10am-noon
ODNR Division of Wildlife
1500 Dublin Rd., Columbus, OH

Local Governments to Benefit from Drainage and Outfall Inventory

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation
District, in an effort to help protect
our county’s water resources,
continues toward completion of a
drainage and outfall inventory of

Franklin County watersheds. The
project is funded through a
multi-jurisdictional collaboration and
has located, sized, and georeferenced
over 17,400 data points throughout
the county. Data points include
agricultural tile outlets, storm water
outlets, septic outlets, stream
crossovers, surface intersections, and
miscellaneous obstructions. The
inventory is a multi-year project,
which allows local entities to meet
National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System Phase II
requirements set by the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency.
Communities located in Franklin
County benefit from the inventory in
many ways. The information can be
utilized to generate models to help
reduce erosion and flooding
problems. Data from the inventory
assists in controlling construction
and post-construction runoff and can
be used in pollution prevention
education efforts. For more
information on the project please
contact our office or visit
www.franklinswcd.org.

Water Wise: Celebrate Soil and Water Stewardship Week
National Association of Conservation Districts has chosen "Water Wise" as the theme for the 2006
Soil and Water Stewardship Week celebration. Join us as we help share with friends, neighbors,
colleagues, and children the very important reasons we all need to be "Water Wise". Stewardship
Week is celebrated April 30 – May 7, 2006. Contact Franklin Soil and Water for information
about the materials available to help our community become “Water Wise”.

Election Results and Conservation Awards
second award (2) was given for
conservation team effort. The Ohio
State University Golf Course
underwent renovation on the Scarlet
Course. Jack Nicklaus Designs laid
out a plan to incorporate native
plants and no mow areas near the
waterways. National Golf followed
Conservation Awards
through with erosion control
This year’s Conservation
techniques throughout the
Teacher Award was
renovation. On-Course Management
presented to Kim Cox,
coordinated the work. Their efforts
second grade teacher in
demonstrate high standards for
the South-Western
maintaining water quality in our
School District. Kim demonstrates a
streams.
keen understanding of the educational
value of stream quality monitoring
1
field trips. Students and parent
chaperones leave with a great
appreciation for diversity found in high
quality streams.
Continuing board members are Tony
Swaneck, Maureen Lorenz and John
Massey-Norton. These individuals
bring organizational and natural
resource management expertise that are
a valuable resource for Franklin Soil
and Water leadership.
Franklin Soil and Water recently held
elections for two new Supervisor
positions at our Annual Banquet in
October. Our new Board members are
Dan Binder and Kari Mackenbach.
Mr. Binder currently works for the
Ohio Environmental Council (OEC)
as Director of Watershed Programs
and represents the OEC on the
statewide Ohio Water Resource
Council. Ms. Mackenbach is serving
her third term on the Board. Kari is
the President of the Water
Management Association of Ohio and
currently works with Ohio Emergency
Management Association. Both Dan
and Kari are active locally and
statewide in natural resource
conservation and protection efforts.
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The Conservation Stewardship Award
was given to two groups. The first
award (1) went to Rich Wisenbarger
and Tom Swackhamer who are taking
measures to preserve the integrity of
streams during development. The
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FRANKLY SPEAKING

FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER ANNUAL TREE AND FISH SALE

Orders are accepted from January through March 10, 2006. Pickup is on Friday, April 21 from 7am
to 7pm and Saturday, April 22 from 8am to noon. Reminder post cards will be sent out the week before
pickup. If only seed packets 1 through 8 are ordered they will be mailed to you. Please refer to the plant
description chart on page 4 for a list of the trees and shrubs offered this year.

You may now order your trees, wildflowers,
grasses, and fish online at www.franklinswcd.org

Native (Warm Season) Grasses
1) Big Bluestem
(4 oz.) covers 250 square feet. This
king of the native grasses is
sod-forming and turns light reddishpurple after the first frost. Adaptable
to wet areas. Height: 4’ to 5’.
2) Little Bluestem
(4 oz.) covers 300 square feet. A
fine-leaf bunch grass, native to 45 of
the 50 states. Grows well on uplands
or lowlands. The variety “Blaze”
turns brilliant red in the fall, after
frost. Height: 1’ to 3’.
3) Indiangrass
(4 oz.) covers 200 square feet. One
of the most beautiful grasses, waving
its golden plume-like head in
September. Reddish-yellow in the
winter. Variety Neb.54. Height: 5’
to 8’.
4) Switchgrass
(4 oz.) covers 300 square feet. Grows
under a variety of conditions, is
winter hardy and drought tolerant.

WI NT E R

Feathery, open heads, orange-yellow
in the winter. Height: 4’ to 5’.

Dense Blazingstar, Riddell’s
Goldenrod, Sky Blue Aster, Lanceleaf
Coreopsis.

5) Side-Oats Grama

Native North American annuals:
Black-eyed Susan, Plains Coreopsis,
Cosmos, Indian Blanket.

(4 oz.) covers 250 square feet.
Characterized by oat-like seeds that
hang down one side of the stem.
Turns beautiful reddish white after
frost. Height: 12” to 18”.

8) Native Ohio Prairie Wildflower
Mix

Wildflowers
Seed Packets are of native Ohio
perennials and North American
annuals.
6) Hummingbird Wildflower Mix
(1/8 oz.) covers at least 100 sq. ft.
Native Ohio perennials: Royal
Catchfly, Eastern Columbine,
Bergamot, Foxglove Beardtongue,
Dense Blazingstar, Tall Larkspur.
Native North American annuals:
Scarlet Sage, Lemon Mint, Texas
Sage, Cleome.
7) Butterfly Wildflower Mix
(1/8 oz.) covers at least 100 sq. ft.
Native Ohio perennials: Purple

(1/4 oz.) covers at least 200 sq. ft.
Grasses: Little Bluestem, Side-Oats
Grama, Big Bluestem, Indian Grass,
Prairie Dropseed.
Forbs: Royal Catchfly, Butterfly
Milkweed, Riddell’s Goldenrod,
Prairie Dock, Grey-headed
Coneflower, Dense Blazingstar, Sky
Blue Aster, Purple Coneflower,
Rattlesnake Master, Bergamot,
Black-eyed Susan, Partridge Pea, Ohio
Spiderwort, Foxglove Beardtongue,
Tall Larkspur.
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FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER ANNUAL TREE AND FISH SALE

Plant Description Chart
COMMON NAME

SPECIES

MATURE
GROWTH
HEIGHT/SPREAD
RATE

FLOODING
SHADE
DROUGHT
TOLERANCE TOLERANCE SENSITIVITY

ANIMAL
ATTRACTED

EVERGREENS
Eastern white pine

Pinus strobus

50-80

fast

Intolerant

Intermediate

Resistant

game birds, rabbits,
squirrels

Norway spruce

Picea abies

70-90 / 25-30

med

Intolerant

Intolerant

Resistant

songbirds, squirrel,
deer

Eastern hemlock

Tsuga canadensis

60-70

slow

Intolerant

Tolerant

Sensitive Tolerant

game birds, rabbits,
squirrels

Red pine

Pinus resinosa

50-80

med

Intolerant

Intermediate

Intermediate

game birds, rabbits,
squirrels

Arborvitae

Thuja occidentalis

40-60

med

Moderate

Tolerant

Tolerant

songbirds, squirrels,
rabbits

SHRUBS
Downy serviceberry

Amelanchier arborea

15-25

med

Intolerant

Intolerant

Tolerant

game birds, squirrel
songbirds, fox, deer

Sweetbay magnolia

Magnolia virginiana

10-30

med-fast

Tolerant

Tolerant

Sensitive Tolerant

game birds, squirrel,
songbirds, deer

Black chokeberry

Aronia melanocarpa

4-6

med

Tolerant

Intermediate

Tolerant

songbirds

Silky dogwood

Cornus obliqua

6-10

med

Tolerant

Intermediate

Sensitive Tolerant

songbirds & squirrel

Spicebush

Lindera benzoin

6-12

slow-med

Tolerant

Tolerant

Sensitive

songbirds, deer,
game birds, rabbit

American
cranberrybush

Viburnum trilobum

8-12 / 8-12

med-fast

Tolerant

Intermediate

Sensitive

grouse, pheasant,
songbirds

SMALL TREES
American hazelnut

Corylus americana

8-15

med-fast

Moderate

Intermediate

Intermediate

squirrel

Common pawpaw

Asimina triloba

25-35

slow

Moderate

Tolerant

Sensitive

squirrel, fox,
opossum, raccoon

Eastern redbud

Cercis canadensis

20-30

med

Tolerant

Tolerant

Resistant

bobwhite &
songbirds

Nannyberry

Viburnum lentago

15-18

med

Tolerant

Tolerant

Tolerant

songbirds, squirrels,
game birds, rabbits

American plum

Prunus americana

12-20

fast

Moderate

Intermediate

Intermediate

songbirds &
game birds

LARGE TREES
Champion Ohio
buckeye

Aesculus glabra

20-40

med

Tolerant

Intermediate

Intermediate

hummingbird,
squirrels, songbirds

Red maple

Acer rubrum

40-60

med-fast

Tolerant

Intermediate

Sensitive

squirrels &
cavity users

River birch

Betula nigra

50-70 / 40-60

fast

Tolerant

Tolerant

Sensitive

grouse & turkey

Blackgum

Nyssa sylvatica

40-70 / 30-45

med

Moderate

Intolerant

Tolerant

game birds

Northern red oak

Quercus rubra

75

med

Intolerant

Intermediate

Tolerant

squirrels, songbirds,
deer, game birds

Chinkapin oak

Quercus muelenbergii

40-50 / 50-60

slow-med

Intolerant-Mod

Intolerant

Tolerant

squirrels, songbirds,
deer, game birds
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FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER ANNUAL TREE AND FISH SALE

Tree, Wildflower, and Grass Order Form
•
•
•
•
•

You may now order online! Visit www.franklinswcd.org
Make check payable to FSWCD Tree Sale and mail with order form to:
Franklin SWCD, 1328 Dublin Rd., Ste. 101, Columbus, OH 43215
The last day to order is March 10, 2006, and pick-up is April 21 and 22, 2006.
PLEASE WRITE SEPARATE CHECKS FOR TREE AND FISH SALES.
No refunds available unless sold out. (We may receive substitutions for bareroot plants only.)

NAME______________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________

Date________________

CITY___________________________STATE_____________ZIP______________

Cash/Check__________

HOME PHONE____________________WORK PHONE______________________

Receipt #____________

BUSINESS NAME or CONTACT FOR GROUP ORDERS__________________________

By__________________

Packet

Seedlings
per packet

Evergreens
Eastern white pine
25
Norway spruce
10
Eastern hemlock
5
Red pine
10
Arborvitae
5
Shrubs
F
Downy serviceberry
5
G
Sweetbay magnolia
1 – 1 gal.
H
Black chokeberry
5
I
Silky dogwood
5
J
Spicebush
5
K
American cranberrybush
5
Small Trees
L
American hazelnut
5
M
Common pawpaw
1 – 1 gal.
N
Eastern redbud
5
O
Nannyberry
5
P
American plum
5
Large Trees
Q
Champion Ohio buckeye
3
R
Red maple
5
S
River birch
5
T
Blackgum
1 – 1 gal.
U
Northern red oak
5
V
Chinkapin oak
1 – 1 gal.
Native (Warm Season) Grass Seeds
1
Big bluestem (4 oz.)
2
Little bluestem (4 oz.)
3
Indiangrass (4 oz.)
4
Switchgrass (4 oz.)
5
Side-oats gramma (4 oz.)
Native Wildflower Seeds
6
Hummingbird Wildflower Mix (1/8oz.)
7
Butterfly Wildflower Mix (1/8oz.)
8
Prairie Wildflower Mix (1/4oz.)
*Bareroot plants are 10 to 18”.
**Limited quantities of plants in containers.
A
B
C
D
E

Type of seedling

Price/packet

Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot

$ 15.00
$ 10.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00

Bareroot
Container**
Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot

$ 7.00
$ 10.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00

Bareroot
Container**
Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot

$ 7.00
$ 10.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00

Bareroot
Bareroot
Bareroot
Container**
Bareroot
Container**

$ 8.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 10.00
$ 7.00
$ 8.00
$
$
$
$
$

Quantity
(# packets)

Total

5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
Total

$

PLEASE CHECK BOX IF:
I have included an additional $5.00 to my order to further support conservation programs in Franklin County.

WI NT E R
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Fish for Pond Stocking Available
Largemouth Bass, Channel Catfish,
and Bluegill are recommended
species for stocking Ohio lakes and
ponds. Forage species such as
Flathead Minnow or Bluegill should
be stocked as a food source for
Largemouth Bass. Stocking rates
vary according to pond size.
Guidelines for a one-acre pond are:
100 Largemouth Bass, 500 Bluegill,
100 Channel Catfish, and 5-10
White Amur (depending on the
quantity and species of pondweeds).
Do not add fish from other ponds or
streams. Undesirables such as carp
and crappies may compete for food
and space and can be difficult to
remove.

about four feet of water for their
eggs.

White Amur (grass carp) are
members of the minnow family, can
attain weights in excess of 50
pounds, and live up to 15 years.
These fish are quite useful for
vegetation control. Leafy, rooted
aquatic plants, such as pondweed
and coontail, are their preferred
food. White Amur may not be
effective for controlling milfoil,
water meal, filamentous algae, or
pond lilies. The White Amur sold
by the District is sterile triploid and
cannot reproduce. It is important
that you do not overstock these fish,
as some aquatic weeds in your pond
Yellow Perch are commonly
are desirable for oxygen production
thought of as competitors of
and fish habitat. Pond owners who
Bluegill. They do eat the same food, have inflows or outflows to their
but co-habitate well together when
ponds should install barriers prior to
they are stocked with a 1:1:1 ratio of stocking the fish to prevent their
Bass, Bluegill, and Perch. Yellow
escape. Treating ponds with copper
Perch will spawn in early April,
sulfate for algae control should not
while Bluegill will spawn in late
be done before stocking with White
May. Yellow Perch prefer
Amur.
overhanging brush or vegetation in

The last day to order is Friday,
March 31, 2006. Fish pick up is
Tuesday, April 4, 2006, from
9:30 to 10:30a.m. at the Franklin
SWCD office, 1328 Dublin Rd.,
Columbus. Call 614-486-9613
for directions.
To pick up the fish, bring water
from the pond you plan to stock,
approximately 5 gallons of water
per 100 fish of each species. For
White Amur, bring 5 gallons of
water for every 2 fish. The best
container is a 30-gallon trashcan
with a bag and pond water in it.
Please make sure the bag has no
holes!
When you pick up your fish, deliver them to your pond immediately. The fish are guaranteed to
be in good condition, however
we do not guarantee survival
after you have stocked them in
your pond.
You may now order online at:
www.franklinswcd.org.
No refunds are available.

FISH ORDER FORM
•

Order online at www.franklinswcd.org, or make check payable to FSWCD Fish Sale and
mail to: Franklin SWCD, 1328 Dublin Rd, Suite 101, Columbus, OH 43215

•

PLEASE WRITE SEPARATE CHECKS FOR THE FISH AND TREE SALES.

Receipt #____________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________
STATE______

Date________________
Cash/Check__________

NAME________________________________________________________
CITY_______________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

By__________________

ZIP_____________

HOME PHONE___________________ WORK PHONE_________________
BUSINESS NAME & CONTACT FOR GROUP ORDERS_________________________________
Species

Size

Cost

Flathead Minnow

Quantity

$ 0.05

Blue Gill

3-5”

$ 0.60

Yellow Perch

2-4”

$ 0.60

Channel Catfish

4-6”

$ 0.60

Largemouth Bass

2-4”

$ 0.60

White Amur

8-12”

$11.00

Total Cost

Thank You!

Grand Total Cost $
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Prairies in Ohio

When the first settlers arrived in
Ohio they found great forests over
much of the land, but they also
found open areas of prairie. These
beautiful grasslands were
composed of striking flowers and
tall grasses. The many old field
patches and unkempt grassy
habitats we see today are not real
prairies. The original prairies
were made of special, uncommon
plants seldom found in other
habitats; these special plants
define a prairie. Darby Plains
west of Columbus, Sandusky
Plains in north central Ohio,
Firelands Prairies in the Sandusky
area, and Oak Openings in
northwest Ohio are a few of the
great prairies that once existed.
When the settlers discovered how
rich the soil was beneath these
grasslands they quickly drained
and farmed them. Only remnants
of these great native ecosystems
can be seen today.
How do we know where they
were and what grew there?
Evidence comes from the first
official land survey records and
accounts written by early settlers
telling the size and location of
Ohio’s original prairies. By the
end of the 19th century Ohio’s
schools, colleges and universities
were collecting specimens from
marshes and the many remaining
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local patches of unplowed prairie.
Live remnant populations are still
being discovered in ditches, open
woodlot edges, along railroads,
and other isolated spots. A few of
these exceptional remnants can be
seen within a short distance of
Columbus. Smith and Bigelow
cemeteries in Madison County
have never been plowed or
grazed. These areas contain
healthy colonies of prairie grasses
and wildflowers that once
carpeted the Darby Plains. Some
are considered rare, threatened, or
endangered in Ohio. Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Natural Areas and
Preserves maintains these two
cemeteries.

Ohio prairies were not the short
grass prairies of the high plains
where growth is restricted by lack
of rainfall. Our abundant rains
produced tall grass prairies
dominated by two or three species
of native grasses. The two most
common were Big bluestem and
Indiangrass that can reach heights
of 6 to 8 feet by the end of the
summer. These are complemented
by colorful prairie wildflowers.
The summer wildflowers attract a
myriad of butterflies, moths, and
other insects while the late
ripening seed heads of the grasses
and flowers attract an abundance
of birds. Sunflowers, goldenrods,
black-eyed susans and coreopsis
bloom profusely in shades of
brilliant yellow, while blazingstar,

bergamot, asters, and coneflowers
glow with purple. Autumn reveals
a warm blend of tawny gold and
orange.
Ohio prairies are among the most
rare and most beautiful native wild
habitats. Our native prairies are
naturally low maintenance and
long lasting, needing no fertilizers
or pesticides. They are perfectly
adapted to our climate and seldom
eaten by deer while attracting a
wide variety of insects, butterflies
and birds. The extensive root
systems of prairie plants are ideal
for resisting drought, holding soil
in place and absorbing excess
water. Luckily, concerned
individuals are beginning to
restore this great natural
ecosystem, even in small garden
plots. More information on
converting farmland to prairie or
planting a backyard prairie garden
is available from Franklin Soil and
Water Conservation District.
Order your prairie plants today
during our Annual Tree and
Fish Sale!
On-line information can be
obtained at:
http://www.dnr.ohio.gov/publications/prai
riegarden/default.htm or
www.dnr.state.oh.us/dnap.

Envirotech Consultants, Inc.,
www.envirotechcon.com/ohiostory1.html

Ohio Prairie Association,
www.ohioprairie.org
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Conservation on the Land
The US Senate recently passed a tax bill that expands
deductions available to landowners who donate a
conservation easement. The bill provides for extending
the carry-forward period for tax deductions from 5 to
15 years and raising the cap on conservation
deductions from 30% to 50% of their income. The bill
includes rules on appraisers and appraisals of all
donated property. The House counterpart does not
include the conservation incentive. It will take some
effort from interested parties to ensure that the House
adopts the Senate’s version of this bill.
Heart of Ohio Resource Conservation and
Development Council will hold a workshop on the
evenings of January 24th in Marysville and January
25th in Chillicothe for landowners to learn more about

the economic and environmental benefits of
conservation easements.
Federal, state and local programs are available to
implement conservation practices on private lands.
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and
Ohio Department of Natural Resources provide cost
share support when practices are installed according to
conservation plans. These stream and water quality
protection efforts are complemented through the
wetland restoration and stream buffer incentives. The
current application period for some programs ends
March 1, 2006.
Please contact Franklin Soil and Water or NRCS at
614-486-9613 for more information on these efforts.

District programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis.
THE FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT —- A Federal/State/Local partnership with funding from: Franklin County Commissioners; Franklin County Board of
Health, Development Department, Engineers, and Sanitary Engineers; State of Ohio; Canal Winchester; Columbus; Gahanna; Hilliard; Reynoldsburg; Village of New Albany; Westerville;
Worthington; Blendon, Brown, Franklin, Hamilton, Jackson, Jefferson, Madison, Norwich, Plain, Pleasant, and Prairie Townships; The Nature Conservancy; Columbus and Franklin County
Metro Parks; Darby Creek Association; Ohio EPA; Ohio Environmental Education Fund; Clean Ohio Fund; Nature Works; and resource assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation
Service and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
1328 Dublin Road, Suite 101
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone: 614.486.9613
Fax: 614.486.9614
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