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Our Mission:

To promote responsible land use decisions for the conservation,
protection and improvement of soil and water resources by
providing information and assistance through effective partnering,
technical guidance and education.

All Together for Conservation
Natural Resource Conservation is about
people and how we interact with the
land on which we live. It is also about the
decisions we make as individuals, businesses
and organizations that impact the quality
of our land, water, and air. This includes
proper waste disposal, good lawn and yard
management, and good planning for new
development and redevelopment. With the
present and future challenges of climate
change and population growth,we need to
engage everyone in conservation now more
than ever.
A young Franklin County resident waters a balcony garden.

Last year we saw socioeconomic disparity come into close
focus while we struggled with confronting our history amid
a global pandemic that only exacerbated inequities. These
historical inequities are complex, and can reduce the resources
communities have to engage in conservation. Research shows
that people care about the environment, regardless of income,
race, religion, and personal beliefs. We need to make sure we are
communicating with new partners and strengthening existing
connections to better understand what is most important to
residents and businesses in these communities. While Central
Ohio continues to grow, it is imperative that we are ensuring our
diverse communities are more engaged in conservation whether
it is through planting native plants, managing lawns, disposing
of waste or participating in land-use decisions. We all want clean
water, healthy wildlife, and access to green space!
Continued

A young resident shows off how his family
composts for Earth Day.
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All Together for Conservation Cont.
In 2021 Franklin Soil and Water identified
opportunities and strategies for reaching underengaged communities. This included connecting
with social service organizations, identifying
advertising outlets for under-engaged communities,
providing programs at summer camps and libraries
in underserved communities, translating brochures
into other languages, recognizing Ohio’s Indigenous
People at our annual meeting, and continuing the
conversation as we learn along with our partners
how we can do a better job engaging everyone. In
2022 we will continue making a concerted effort to
bring all of our residents’ voices into the fold as we
continue our journey to ensure Franklin County is All
Together for Conservation!

Yours in Conservation,
Jennifer Fish, Director
Board member Marty Wicks presents our Conservation
Stewardship Award at our Annual Meeting

Conservation Stewardship Fund
The purpose of this fund with The Columbus
Foundation is to raise money for the
implementation of conservation projects targeted
to improving water quality for the benefit of
wildlife, recreation and drinking water. These
projects also benefit wetlands, forestry, carbon
offsets, pollinators, native plants, and bird
populations throughout Central Ohio. Each year,
Franklin SWCD Board of supervisors will approve
funding for conservation projects that ensure
long-term sustainability.
Along with proceeds from our annual meeting,
silent auction and spring tree sale, these funds
support our mini grant program, which allows
us to supplement grant funding for partner
conservation projects. Currently this fund is at
$25,000. Our goal is to raise $20,000 annually to
continue to build this fund.

Thank You To Our Sponsors!
Conservation Platinum Donors: Coldwater Consulting
Conservation Partner: Stephen Gifford
Annual Meeting and Stormwater Awareness Week Sponsors:
Meijer, Trugreen

For more information or to donate visit:
www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-fund.

2021 Education & Outreach Numbers
Public Information, Education, Outreach and Involvement
12,371 students reached with educational presentations.

Provided general assistance to approximately 2,400 landowners,
local government staff, contractor and developers, watershed
groups and other nonprofit partners.

Participated in 21 community events, reaching approximately
1,175 people with conservation messaging.

1,547 rebates distributed to residents for rain barrels, compost
bins, native plants, and trees.

12 trainings provided to 366 local government stormwater and
education professionals through webinars, conferences and
meetings.

Reimbursed 761 planted Native Trees & Plants through the
Community Backyard Program.

At least 580,000 residents reached through radio programs,
newspaper articles, advertisements, and social media.

40 volunteers attended 2 water quality volunteer monitoring
and training events.
Participated in 11 regional programs and shared services:

Delivered the following audience specific newsletters:
•
•
•
•
•
•

9,000 landowners received the Frankly Speaking
newsletter
4,900 residents received our Backyard Conversation
monthly e-newsletter
9,000 educators received the SWIFT teacher
resource update
1,100 developers received the Urban Review newsletter
600 partners received Update to Partners
54 Community PR professionals received our monthly
outreach articles to share as needed

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be the Change for Clean Water
Children’s Water Festival
Central Ohio Watershed Council
Environmental Education Council of Ohio
Leave No Child Inside in Central Ohio
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Districts
Ohio Stormwater Association
School Gardens of Ohio
Terrific Resources for Environmental Education
Water Management Association of Ohio

This table is a partial list of representative projects and activities of the District.
The entire financial report is available by calling the office at (614) 486-9613.

Total Receipts: $2,118,097
Total Disbursements: $1,809,166

2021 REVENUE SOURCES
Local Government
$1,272,169
State Match Funding
$783,614
Other
$62,314
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2021 by the numbers:
Conservation Easement Program
33 conservation easements inspected with 757 acres of land protected.

Conservation Site Inspections
1,147 site inspections completed on 76 construction sites.

Mapping, Water Quality Monitoring, Field Data Collection
Inventoried 4,424 features including pipes, catch basins, and
open channels to detect possible pollution sources, assisted
in municipal and country storm sewer mapping, and pollution
identification and elimination.
2 streams monitored or assessed for stream conditions and
water quality.

Field data collection and mapping for 2021 included:
• Dry Weather Screening
• MS4 Mapping
• HSTS Mapping
• Waterway Assessment and Mapping

58 instances of pollutions in waterways were reported to public
health or local government.

Conservation Projects
47 instances of on-site natural resource or backyard assistance.
Assisted 15 residents with rain garden questions,
implementation, and installations.
5 pollution complaints investigated in Franklin County.
4,997 Water Quality Partnership program brochures mailed.
38 businesses pledged to adopt clean water practices in 2021.

Awarded 3 Conservation Mini-grants to local non-profit
organizations who demonstrate their ability to carry out on-theground conservation projects in Franklin County:
• Heart of Ohio Family Health - Community Garden in
Northern Lights for Using Urban-Runoff to Grow a Pollinator
Habitat
• Village of Marble Cliff for Tarpy Woods Stream and Wetland
Restoration
• South Side Family Farms for Urban Garden Rainwater
Collection and Living Hillside

Annual Native Tree and Plant Sale
•

After a break in 2020, our tree sale
returned with a few changes! We used
a drive through pickup system at our
own office, and offered native plant
kits that customers received directly
by mail in lieu of a la carte perennial
plants.

•

18,173 native trees and plants sold in
our 2021 Plant Sale.

•

$1,081 in plant material donated to
conservation projects and non-profit
groups.

Bare root trees waiting to be counted and wrapped into bundles
for customers!

Thank you to all the Partners, Funders, Sponsors and Supporters of
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District.
There are many ways that residents, businesses and local governments in central Ohio support the mission of our
District. We acknowledge their generosity as we all benefit from conserving and protecting our natural resources.

Business Partnerships
247 businesses in Franklin County are Water Quality Partners - franklinswcd.org/water-quality-partner-businesses
8 lawn care partners through our Get Grassy program - getgrassy.org/program-partners
10 garden center and nursery partners through our Gardening for Clean Water Program franklinswcd.org/gardening-for-clean-water

Look for Water Quality Partner window clings at
businesses in your community!

An Oakland Nursery Employee with a native plant
marked as suitable for a rain garden.

2021 Funding Partners:
29 Local Governments • Working Agreements • Grant funding • State Match
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1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100
Columbus, Ohio 43212
(614) 486-9613

District programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis.

Connect With Us

2021 Board of Supervisors

https://www.facebook.com/
franklinsoilandwater

Chris Wible
Jessica D’Ambrosio
Marty Wicks
Dick Lorenz
Kim Landsbergen

https://twitter.com/franklinswcd

Management
Jennifer Fish, Director
Kyle Wilson, Assistant Director
Josh Garver GIS and Special Projects
Director
Aaron Hebert, GIS Manager

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212
(614) 486-9613
www.franklinswcd.org

https://www.instagram.com/
franklinsoilandwater/

