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Stormwater Pollution Prevention Practices for Businesses

Cleaning Practices
Water from outdoor cleaning of items such as kitchen mats, grease traps, trash cans, 
paint brushes, cars, etc. must not enter a storm drain. It should be contained or directed 
to a sanitary sewer, possibly with pre-treatment.  

Use a broom instead of a hose to clean sidewalks and parking lots.  Use absorbents to 
soak up spills.

Create a spill plan, post it somewhere visible and communicate it to your employees. 
Have spill absorbing products stored ready to use in a marked location. 

Vehicle Practices
Contain all leaking fl uids from cars and store separately in labeled 
containers to send to a recycling facility.

Work done outside must be on a hard surface (not soil or gravel) 
with a drain to  pre-treatment and a sanitary sewer system or another 
containment and collection system. 

Landscaping Practices
Blow leaves or lawn clippings from sidewalks and roads back onto the lawn or bag 
them for recycling. 

Cover areas of bare soil with gravel, mulch or plants to keep soil from being washed 
into storm drains.  Soil is the biggest pollutant in Ohio’s streams.

Consider using a rain garden to  control some of your property’s rain water runoff .

Dumpster Practices
Keep your dumpster closed and ask your hauler to exchange it, if it has a damaged 
lid or is leaking.

Never put liquid waste in dumpsters. Check that the drainage hole has a plug in place.

Know what qualifi es as hazardous waste and make 
arrangements for its proper disposal.  Ohio EPA’s 
Division of Hazardous Waste Management can be 
reached at (614) 644-2934.

Oil sheen in stream.

Storm drain clogged with leaves. 

Dumpster with closed lid. 
Reporting Water Pollution

Contact information for reporting 
water pollution can be found at: 
https://www.franklinswcd.org/

reporting-water-pollution
This brochure is intended as an introduction to preventing stormwater pollution, not a complete 
listing of regulations. Regulations vary among local governments. For more information, contact 

your local public service department.

Don’t Drip & Drive! For more information on vehicle practices that support clean 
water, check out the resources at https://www.franklinswcd.org/auto-businesses

Drip pan to contain fl uids.
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Stormwater Pollution Prevention

  Fat, Oil, and Grease (FOGs) Management 

Did you know? 
Cooking oil and animal fats that spill into 

stormwater drains cause the same negative 
environmental eff ects in our local waterways as 

leaked or spilled petroleum oil.

Quick Tips
• Know your grease trap’s capacity, and 

fi gure out how often you should be 
cleaning it to avoid overfl ow. Once the 
trap reaches capacity it sends excess 
grease down the drain.

• Keep exhaust hoods, fans, fi lters and 
grease collection systems clean. When 
not properly cleaned hoods will leak 
grease onto the roof, and eventually 
down the walls of the building and into 
stormwater drains

• Cooking oil can be fi ltered and recycled. 
Central Ohio has several options for 
recycling cooking oil into bio-deisel, 
some are even free!

Questions? 
Contact your local municipality 

or
Franklin County Public Health

(614) 525-3160
fcph@franklincountyohio.gov

M. Dalton Ohio EPA
Pads used to absorb cooking oil that entered a 
stream from improper fi lter cleaning.

O� -Site Jobs
Carpet cleaning water may not be directed to ditches, streets or storm drains.

Latex painting tools should be washed only in sinks.  Solvents are hazardous waste 
and may not be rinsed down either storm drains or sanitary sewers.

Power washing water must be contained and disposed of either to a sanitary 
sewer, possibly after pre-treatment, or as hazardous waste. Before hiring a 
contractor, know what they do with wastewater. 

Storage Practices
Anything that is stored outside must be properly covered, even if it is “natural” like 
sand or gravel piles, or in bags like cement.  A waterproof awning or tarp may be all you 
need.

Keep cans, drums and bottles tightly closed and check regularly for leaks.

Liquids should be stored on an impervious surface with a berm for secondary 
containment. 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Practices for Businesses (cont.)

Improper outdoor storage—no secondary 
containment

  Ohio EPA

Dry It Don’t Dump It! Concrete washout, cutting slurry, leftover 
paint, drywall compound, thinner, solvents or other chemicals should 
NEVER be disposed of in the street, storm sewers, drainage ditches, or 
streams. Resources for proper disposal and recycling options can be 
found at https://www.franklinswcd.org/home-contractors 

for Restaurantsfor Restaurants


