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You're Invited to our 2024 Annual Meeting:
Celebrating Conservation Along The Scioto River

Purchase Tickets Here

The Scioto River is Central Ohio’s
longest waterway, meandering

231 miles from Hardin County

all the way to the Ohio River. The
river is probably best known as the
foreground of Columbus’ downtown
skyline, but we're excited to share
more about its conservation! Join
us for our 78th annual meeting

on September 19th at the Grange
Insurance Audubon Center to learn
more about the Scioto River and
how Central Ohioans are working to
protect it!

H20Ohio Wetland Project Marks Completion of
Hellbranch Meadows Property Restoration

A Pin Oak tree stands in the foreground of a restored upland wetland at Hellbranch Meadows.
This restoration marks the final large-scale restoration on the property.

How long does it take to restore over a mile of a tributary stream of a State
and National Scenic River, along with nearly 200 acres of floodplain and
upland farmland? We would confidently tell you about 20 years! That’s
how long Franklin Soil & Water has been involved with the restoration of
Hellbranch Meadows, a property that borders Hellbranch Run, a stream
that conveys water from US 40 between Amity and Alton Darby Roads all
the way to Harrisburg where it flows into Big Darby Creek.

We began to purchase conservation easements along Hellbranch Run
in 2004. When the Recession hit in 2008 we had the once in a lifetime
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opportunity to purchase farmland uphill of the stream
from a housing developer. The District secured a Clean
Ohio Grant for the purchase, which was matched

by the Franklin County Commissioners. Around

this time other municipal and non-profit entities

were also purchasing land along Hellbranch Run.
Having multiple entities working to restore the same
watershed would not only result in a healthier stream
overall, but would also strengthen grant applications
as restoration benefits could have a greater impact.
We spent about 8 years after the purchase planning
and keeping our eyes peeled for opportunities to
fund a restoration on the site. This also allowed staff to

observe how the site changed over time. What plants By August 2019 we had transformed the once straight and ditchlike

grew or didn’t grow? How did water move across section of Hellbranch Run into a stream with curves that allow for a
the site? What invasive plants were already or could ~ more natural flow.

become a problem?

In 2018, we finally secured a restoration grant from the Ohio EPA’s Water Resources Restoration Sponsorship
Program (WRRSP). We used the funding to restore 2,890 linear feet of Hellbranch Run and its adjacent
floodplain, and day-light and restore an unnamed tributary stream. Day-lighting is the process of taking water
which has been running underground through a system of pipes or tiles, and bringing it back to the surface
where it can oxygenate, be filtered through natural processes, and provide habitat. Through this grant we were
also able to recreate wetlands both upland and in the floodplain, and complete extensive reforestation and
prairie plantings throughout the project area. Wetlands are integral to stream function as they can hold onto
large volumes of water that could otherwise cause flooding and erosion in the stream.

In 2023, work began on the “front 40" acres of Hellbranch Meadows,
thanks to an H20Ohio Wetland Restoration Grant from ODNR. This
project included restoration resulting in 12 acres of wetlands and 18
acres of wetland buffers. The completion of this project was celebrated
during our recent Restoration Celebration, which was attended by
nearly 100 people including neighbors, project partners, and a variety
of local and state officials such as Franklin County Commissioner Kevin
Boyce (Top photo with Assistant Director Kyle Wilson) and Columbus
City Council member Cristopher Wyche (Bottom photo with Director
Jennifer Fish). It was a heartening get-together that drove home the
importance of maintaining our natural areas amid Franklin County’s
unprecedented development.

While this is the end of Franklin Soil & Water’s large scale restoration
work at Hellbranch Meadows, we will continue with invasive species
removal and follow up work on the property. In coming years, we
hope to share a long-term plan for Helloranch Meadows, one that
ensures that our conservation work along Hellbranch Run will remain
in perpetuity, and be shared with others that treasure this important
water resource in Franklin County!
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Franklin SWCD News

Urban Agriculture Infrastructure Grant Has Successful First Year

While Franklin County is primarily an urban area it’s still home to over 300 farms producing over $70 million in
agricultural products every year! This year Franklin SWCD and partners secured $150,000 in funding from the
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to distribute as grants to small agricultural operations around the county.
These grants promoted infrastructure improvements meant to increase productivity of urban farms such

as greenhouse improvements, fans, hoop houses and raised beds. We would like to thank Franklin County
Board of Commissioners, City of Columbus, Franklin Park Conservatory, OSU Extension, Osteopathic Heritage
Foundation, and the Columbus & Franklin County Local Food Board for their partnership throughout the
planning process. This grant builds on and contributes to the ongoing efforts to implement the Columbus &
Franklin County Local Food Action Plan.

Awardees for 2024 are:
Bhutanese Community of Central Ohio
Broad Street Presbyterian Church
Charles Madison Nabrite Memorial Garden

Family, Adolescent, and Child Community
Engagement Service

Foraged & Sown

Freshtown Farm

Garden District Corporation

Growing Hearts and Hands

Harriet Gardens

Maize Manor - The Urban Farm Church
Southeast Urban Farm

Three Creeks Produce

Creating Conservation Solutions for Over 70 Years

page 3



Autumn 2024 Frankly Speaking, Volume 78 Issue 2

Stormwater Awareness Week is October 1-7!

Stormwater Awareness Week has grown into a statewide effort that encourages
communities, and the groups that care about them to raise awareness of how
rain water moves through infrastructure and our environment, and take action to
prevent stormwater pollution. Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week will be taking
place October 1-7, and to celebrate we will be working with partners to promote
fun and educational events throughout the week. Learn more at franklinswcd.
org/stormwater-week.

Example actions might include (but are definitely not limited to):

« Participate in community or
neighborhood clean-ups.

« Plant native trees & plants.
« Adopt a storm drain! Rake and sweep around it regularly.
Construct or replant and maintain a rain garden.
Mulch leaves on your grass to help soil conditions.
Ask a local business to become
a Water Quiality Partner.
Properly dispose of chemicals and hazardous waste.
« Don't Drip & Drive- Fix car leaks.
«  Always pick up and throw away pet waste.
« Reduce winter salt usage.

Stormwater Awareness Week Featured Practice:

Use Your Rain Barrel Through Fall For More Than Just Gardening!

Plenty of folks use rain barrels to water their gardens. But don't be afraid to think outside the barrel to discover
new uses for captured rainwater! Just remember rainwater is not drinkable as it can contain trace heavy metals
and bacteria from asphalt shingles and bird droppings on your roof, respectively! Keeping that in mind you can
still use rain barrel water for:
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Watering houseplants.
Cleaning gardening tools.

Washing your car (In the grass, to prevent soapy runoff from
washing into streams via the storm drain!)

Keeping compost moist.

Extinguishing bonfires.
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AmeriCorps Program Entering Second Year

Our first year of hosting AmeriCorps service members through the
Central Ohio Collaborative for Conservation has been a huge success!
AmeriCorps team members served at 7 different host sites across Central
Ohio, providing integral help with everything from educating youth
about the environment to invasive plant removals. The program will be
renewed for 2024-2025. If you'd like to join the Team visit franklinswcd.
org/employment to learn more. Pictured is our 2023-2024 AmeriCorps
team member, Tori Robinson. A huge thanks to Tori for assisting with
tree plantings, youth education programs, creating outreach materials,
covering events, and so much more!

-
Annual Milkweed Collection

Monarch butterflies were recently classified as endangered by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List. The Ohio
Pollinator Habitat Initiative and Franklin SWCD are calling on Ohioans to
help monarch migration by collecting Milkweed pods. Milkweed is the
only host plant for Monarch butterfly egg laying and caterpillar rearing. It
also serves as a food source for Monarchs as well as many other pollinator
species. We'll be collecting seeds from September 1 (Most seeds in Central
Ohio aren’t ready until Mid-September at the earliest!) until the end of
October.

+Before you collect seed, become familiar with common milkweed to avoid
harvesting pods from similar plants such as dogbane and swamp milkweed.

«It's best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey, or brown. It is important
to check this. If the center seam pops with gentle pressure, they can be
harvested.

«Store the pods in paper bags; plastic bags collect unwanted moisture.
+Put the date and county collected on the bag when you turn them in.

+Keep the pods in a cool, dry area until you can deliver them to the nearest
collection site. We will have a collection bin outside our office!

Leave some pods (10-25%) on the plants so that seeds have a chance to
naturally disperse and do their job as an important food source for milkweed bugs and other critters.
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2024 Board of Supervisors’ Election

Get to know the candidates. Additional election information and full biographies can be
found online:

In Ohio, Soil and Water Conservation Districts are administered by a board of five supervisors. Supervisors are elected
to three-year terms in public elections conducted by the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission. Supervisors
volunteer their time, energy and expertise. Our Board of Supervisors’ public election will be open for absentee ballot
submission, and in-office voting weekdays 8:30am-4:30pm starting August 21 until September 19, 2024.

The Board of Supervisors’ Election is held in conjunction with our Annual Meeting. Below are the four candidates
running for two open seats.

Lydia Cumming

« Retired project manager of research programs in areas of soil and water remediation and pollution prevention
at Battelle.
+ BS in Geology (The Ohio State University).

- Vice president of Harrison West Society encouraging new programs to improve neighborhood and
environment.

Jessica D’Ambrosio
« Project Director for The Nature Conservancy in Ohio.
+ MS In Environmental Science and a Ph.D. in Soil and Water Engineering from The Ohio State University.

« Currently serves on FSWCD Board of Supervisors.

Denton Kitts
« Dual degree in Political Science and Economics (The Ohio State University).
« Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation for the Village of Plain City.

+ Leads Tree Commission for Village of Plain City, organizer of Plain City Farmers Market, engaged in Ohio
Environmental Education Fund grant project.

Marty Wicks

+ Retired science/math teacher in Westerville School District. Veteran of US Army and Ohio National Guard
serving as Environmental Trainer.

«  BA of Science and a Master in Curriculum and Instruction (Excelsior College, The Ohio State University).

+ Currently serves on FSWCD Board of Supervisors.
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Connect With Us

Board of Supervisors

Jessica D’Ambrosio, Chair
Marty Wicks, Vice Chair
Kim Landsbergen

Erin Miller

Leigh Anne Ward

Management

Jennifer Fish, Director

Kyle Wilson, Assistant Director 1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Josh Garver, GIS and Special Projects franklinswed.org

Director (614) 486-9613

Aaron Hebert, GIS Manager

District programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis.

facebook.com/franklinsoilandwater

@franklinsoilandwater

Franklin Soil and Water

Conservation District

@franklinsoilandwater
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