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Conservation Poster Contest
Each year, the National
Association of Conservation
Districts (NACD) creates a
Conservation Poster Contest for
students to demonstrate their
artistic skills and knowledge of
conservation. This contest is
part of a larger national
program called Stewardship
Week, that for over 50 years,
has increased awareness
about the importance of
natural resource conservation
through outreach and
educational learning experiences. This year Franklin Soil and
Water Conservation District will celebrate with our local poster
contest beginning in January and culminating around Stewardship
Week, celebrated nationally April 24—May 1, 2022.
The 2022 Conservation Poster Contest theme is: Healthy Soil:
Healthy Life. Healthy soils are the foundation for all life on Earth.
Soil is an important resource for everything from human health to
agriculture to water filtration. The imperative benefit of healthy soil
is food production. Healthy soils also give us clean air and water,
plentiful crops and forests, diverse wildlife and beautiful
landscapes. It is important that each of us recognize where our
food comes from and the farmers and ranchers that are
dedicated to using responsible land-management practices to
ensure a sustainable food supply and healthy land and soil for
future generations.

Click Here to register for FSWCD’s 2022 Conservation
Poster Contest
•••

1404 Goodale Blvd. Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212
franklinswcd.org

For additional information, check out our

Poster Contest Flyer

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Ohio Canid Center
Ironwood Wolves is now the Ohio Canid Center! OCC's mission is
to promote better understanding of all wild canine species
through positive experiences with our ambassador animals.
Programs available are as follows:
Wolves: Fact vs Myth
This is a general presentation on wolves, but very informative. Family life, habitat, diet, role in the
ecosystem, and basic myths and facts are covered.
Wild Canids of North America
Here is a great way to learn about all wild canids you'll see here in North
America. From wolves, to coyotes and foxes; all species are covered.
Coexisting with Urban Wildlife
Coyotes and foxes have adapted to live alongside us, and they are here to
stay. Learn more about how we can all exist in harmony.
For more information, you can check out our website here:
www.ohiocanidcenter.com

City of Columbus
The City of Columbus Storm Drain Marking Program is a good way to
remind everyone about the importance of making sure only rain
water goes into the storm drain, and makes a great activity for supervised students. The city will
provide vinyl markers, adhesive, and instructions; the adhesive is strong so we also recommend
disposable gloves. For more information please follow the link below; note that these markers can
only be placed within Columbus City limits.
Click Here for more information

Ohio Department of Education
The Science Team at the Ohio Department of Education
has monthly Meetups for Science Educators. The February
meetup will be on Tuesday, February 8, from 4-5PM EST and the topic will be Assessments in 3D
learning with Amplify Learning .
The focus of the Virtual Meetups in Science for the 2021-2022 academic year will be on High
Quality Materials, Instruction and Assessment. The Science Team will be partnering with Amplify
Science to bring a series of sessions designed to support educators in each of these 3 key areas of
student engagement. All sessions will run from 4PM-5PM EST. The meeting link is the same for all
meetings but does require one registration for all sessions in the series. Please Register Here to
attend. Recordings of past meetups is found on the Resources for Science page of the Department
website.
For questions, please contact Robin Deems
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Bring the Farm to You this spring!
These engaging programs come right to your school and can be
scheduled for a single classroom, grade level, or the whole school!
Beekeeping will give your students a fascinating look inside a beehive as
they learn how a beekeeper cares for a hive and how honeybees work
cooperatively to make honey. This is a great introduction or in-depth look
at pollinators. Formal inside presentation.

Chick Hatching is a 3-week program that begins with a presentation for
your students. We’ll provide all the supplies you need to hatch chicks in
your classroom and take care of them for a week after hatch. Spaces are limited and sell out.
Schedule soon!
Child’s Homestead is a hands-on exploration of times gone by. This fun and engaging hands-on
program will involve your students in grinding grain, making dough, washing on washboards,
combing wool, and playing with old-fashioned toys like stilts, rolling hoops, and more. This hands-on
program can take place inside a gymnasium or outside on your school yard.
Farm Animal Event - a full farmyard of animals including chickens, ducks, rabbits, turkeys, sheep,
goats, and a pig set up right outside your school for students to learn about and interact with. Make
farming tangible by giving your students an opportunity to touch the animals that provide our food
and fiber.

Maple Sugaring introduces students to the sweet skill of making maple syrup, sharing the techniques
that the early American settlers learned from the natives, as well as how it is made today. Includes
samples of maple sap and syrup. This is a formal inside presentation.
Mini Farm - a formal presentation introducing your students to chicks, a hen, a rooster, a duck, and
several rabbits. This is a great introduction to the needs of animals, how farmers take care of them,
and how integral they are to our lives. This program can take place inside or outside.
Wool Spinning demonstrates the process of transforming sheep wool into yarn through the steps of
shearing, washing, combing and spinning, teaching students where clothes come from. This is a
formal inside presentation.
For more information and to reserve, visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com or email
info@bringthefarmtoyou.com

EECO & Byrd Polar and Climate Research Center

Listening Sessions
EECO is partnering with Byrd Polar and Climate Research Center to
offer a series of listening sessions on Climate Hope. The first virtual
Climate Hope Listening Session will take place on Tuesday, February
22nd at 6 PM. Registration deadline is February 20th. #ClimateHope
For more information and to register, Click Here
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DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION
EcoRise: Introduction to Environmental
Justice Curriculum
EcoRise is excited to share a new Environmental Justice curriculum for
elementary, middle and high school students. These lessons create a
foundation for students’ understanding of environmental justice (EJ)
history and concepts as students learn that harming the environment is an example of unkind
behavior and that people of color are disproportionately impacted by environmental problems.
Each lesson explores how kindness, compassion and empathy can contribute to repairing damage
caused by racist behaviors, policies and systems. Students will take a close look at leaders and
events that helped form the EJ movement and discuss how they can help dismantle/counteract
damage caused by systemic racism. Students explore examples of EJ
Heroes– activists who have addressed environmental justice problems in
their communities—and begin exploring strategies they can implement
to become EJ heroes, too.
This program includes:
Robust and engaging multi-session lessons
Student worksheets
Illustrated posters
Standards alignment
11 Environmental Hero Justice Posters

Click here to access and explore
this free curriculum
WOSU Belonging Through Books
The Belonging Through Books Project, funded by a RemotEDx grant from the Ohio Department of
Education, ensures that 36 school libraries in Central Ohio’s most diverse school districts have books
that authentically represent the students they serve.
Additionally, to ensure students have access to quality
stories outside of school, WOSU and many of the
authors and publishers from Harper’s Corner’s book list,
produced a series of digital read-alouds. Each video
features close-ups of the book being read so viewers
can follow along and enjoy the illustrations.
Click here to go to the YouTube Playlist
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FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER
Conservation Mini-Grants
Franklin Soil and Water’s annual Conservation Mini-Grant program continues in its
ninth year by offering up to $2000 to three organizations that demonstrate the
need and ability to carry out on-the-ground conservation projects.
All local conservation projects within Franklin County, Ohio will be considered and
encouraged. Franklin Soil and Water’s 2022 preferred projects are those directly benefitting
Underserved Communities.
Franklin County, Ohio non-profit organizations such as schools, watershed groups, municipalities,
community groups (including governing bodies and associations such as HOAs and condo
associations) and civic associations may apply.
Application Deadline: February 28, 2022
Click here for additional information

Camp Canopy Scholarship
Camp Canopy is the perfect mix of traditional camp activities centered around all
things forestry and wildlife. This camp is the place for future foresters and wildlife
specialists to get their hands dirty.
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is excited to offer one camp scholarship to a local high
school student. Applicants must be a current Franklin County resident. The scholarship will cover the
cost of camp, including meals and programs ($375 value).
Check out our website for more information

2022 Envirothon
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
The Envirothon is an outdoor high school competition designed to stimulate,
reinforce and enhance interest in the environment and natural resources.
The 2022 Area 5 Envirothon will be taking place on Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at Tar
Hollow State Park in Laurelville, Ohio.
For additional information about the Envirothon or to register your team, please
visit our website. We hope you can join us!

Franklin SWCD is able to provide virtual presentations & resource materials to teams.
Please contact us if you would like to schedule a virtual program.
Find more information about the area contest here.
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FRANKLIN SOIL AND WATER
2022 Spring Tree & Plant Sale
Online ordering is now open! This year, we are selling bare root tree and shrub
bundles (and live stakes), edible mushroom kits, perennial plant kits and seed
packets.

Last day to Order: March 27th
Please visit our website for additional information and to place an order. Thank you
for your support and remember to Plant Native Plants.

Congratulations
Linda Pettit!
We’re thrilled to congratulate Linda Pettit,
FSWCD Environmental Education Specialist, for
receiving the 2021 Project WET Facilitator of the
Year Award. Dennis Clement from the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency, presented
Linda with the award and states: “Linda is a
wealth of resources. If Linda doesn’t have what
you are looking for she will provide you another
possible resource or a person to call. It just
made perfect sense to select Linda as the 2021
Project WET Facilitator of the Year with her
willingness to help and her continued support
and promotion of Project WET - Ohio either
through TREE or by doing local workshops for
educators.”
Congratulations Linda!

Coming This Summer...
FSWCD summer professional development opportunity for teachers:

Wading Thru Watersheds
July 12-14, 2022
Additional workshop information will be available this spring. Please contact us if you are
interested in receiving more information.
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service are equal opportunity providers and employers.

