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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
Our Mission
To promote responsible land use decisions for the conservation,
protection and improvement of soil and water resources by providing
information assistance through effective partnering, technical
guidance and education.
Just What Does Franklin Soil and Water Do?
The function of the Conservation District is to take available technical, financial, and
educational resources, whatever their source, and focus or coordinate them so that they
meet the needs of the local land user for conservation of soil, water, and related resources.
National Association of Conservation Districts

Celebrating 20 years of Mapping Natural Resources
Since 1995, our District’s programs have assisted Franklin County governmental
organizations, municipalities, villages, townships, watershed groups, and
landowners with natural resource mapping and guidance related to soil and
water resources.
Our venture into digital mapping using a GIS (an initialism for Geographic
Information System) started with a digitizing board to develop a petition drainage
dataset for Franklin County. Since that time, that data layer has developed into
an extensive dataset supported by years of field work to verify features and
accurately record their locations. This database is a hydrographic line dataset
of over 317,000 records totaling over 8,000 miles of surface drainage (rivers,
streams, ponds, wetlands, etc.) and subsurface drainage (stormwater lines).
Over the years, Franklin Soil and Water has developed the unique ability to
efficiently work with mapping and analysis of natural resource data. This
ability includes compiling basic natural resource information for landowners,
inventorying conditions along waterways and stream corridors, and accurately
defining urban watershed and drainage areas, as well as analyzing multiple
variables for better placement of green infrastructure and other conservation
efforts.
The development of our GIS and natural resource mapping has provided an
invaluable resource for the citizens of Franklin County, developers, OEPA, Franklin
County Public Health, and all of our municipal partners. We look forward to the
next 20 years of developing our Geographic Information System while providing
a diversity of high-quality services to our partners to assist in promoting
responsible land use decisions and improving Franklin County’s soil and water
resources.
Thank you for your continued support!

www.franklinswcd.org
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2014
New Office Location
In February 2014, we moved our
offices from Dublin Road to:
1404 Goodale Boulevard, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43212
This move gave us the opportunity
to provide an environment where we
could better work with our partners
and host larger events in our new
open space meeting room.
Our office hours have remained the
same, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. If you are in need of a space
for a meeting, we would be happy to
work with you.

2014 Annual Meeting
This year we hosted our 68th Annual
Meeting and Board of Supervisors’
Election at our new office in
Grandview. It was a great evening
networking with public officials,
partners, co-workers and dedicated
conservationists.
This year’s theme was “Conservation
for the Future”. We showcased new
projects each team was working on to
demonstrate our focus on that goal.
Our Silent Auction raised a total of
$1,348.19, which will be donated to
the mini grant awardees and their
conservation projects.

Mini Grant Recipients

Educator of the Year

Franklinton Gardens - Edible perennial
nursery

Donna Parker, AP
Environmental Studies &
Envirothon coach for
Dublin Coffman High School

Green Columbus - Native trees for an
Earth Day tree planting
Worthington Libraries, Northwest
Library Branch - Educational native
perennial garden

Conservation Stewardship
& Great Blue Heron Award
Recipients
Brown and Caldwell
Franklin County Board of
Commissioners
RAMA Consulting
Michael & Linda Johnson, Scioto
Gardens
Mary Stowe, Oakland Nursery
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2014 by the numbers
Total receipts: 		$1,943,975
Total disbursements: $1,675,763
The entire financial report is available by calling the office at (614) 486-9613
The table below is a partial list of representative projects and activities of the District

Conservation Easement Program
26 conservation easements inspected with 700
acres of land protected.

Conservation Site Inspections

Tree Plantings and Stream Clean-up

493 completed on 48 construction sites.

Planted 2,050 trees on 6 acres.

Mapping, Water Quality Monitoring and Field Data Collection
Inventoried 7,878 features including pipes, catch
basins, and open channels to detect possible
pollution sources; assisting in county storm sewer
mapping and conservation implementation.
Completed site-specific observations in 2014:
• Dublin Waterway - 545 sites
• Dublin Dry Weather Screening – 2,391 sites
• County MS4 Mapping – 947 sites
• County Dry Weather Screening – 3,996 sites

Monitored stream inserts in Reynoldsburg tributary to
test the effectiveness of in-stream biofilters for filtering
out nutrients for urban streams impacted by failing septic
systems.
Continued to work with City of Columbus and USGS to
monitor effectiveness of Rain Gardens at Griggs Reservoir.

Conservation Projects
Provided 4,883 trees to 298 different customers
Assisted 66 residents with rain garden questions
and over 30 with implementation and installation.

Provided 3 mini grants, up to $1,500 to Franklinton
Gardens for an edible nursery, Green Columbus for
native tree planting, and Worthington Libraries for
an educational native perennial garden.

Provided 50 landowners with backyard conservation or
stream management technical guidance, 16 landowners
with other natural resource assistance, and 8 pollution
complaints from residents.
Planted approximately 30 acres with native warm season
prairie seeds at Hellbranch meadows .

Public Information, Education and Outreach
Distributed 759 rain barrels through 13 in-person
workshops and an on-line interactive website
in partnership with county, City of Columbus,
municipalities, and watershed groups.
Provided 12,000 students with stormwater and
environmental education presentations and handson activities.
Provided general assistance to 6,943 landowners,
local government staff, consulting firm employees,
contractors and developers, and 12 watershed
group members.

Provided training on 21 occasions to 569 local government,
stormwater and education professionals through webinars,
expos, meetings, and trainings.
Participated in 14 community events reaching over 1,681
residents with a conservation message.
Delivered 4 audience-specific newsletters
• 5,600 education professionals receiving SWIFT teacher
resource update
• 7,500 landowners receiving the Backyard Conservation
Update
• 540 developers receiving Urban Review
• 440 partners receiving Program Updates
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What Does 20 Years of GIS Mean?

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Celebrating 20 Years of Mapping

Today, GIS (an initialism for Geographic Information System) is not
a foreign term for many people, and many more use a form of it
and don’t even know it. Twenty years ago however, it was known
to a far smaller segment of our population and its use was far more
cumbersome and limited.
The evolution of GIS technology and the availability and diversity
of data has increased dramatically over the last 20 years. Being
dependent on computer processing speed, and data storage
capacities, GIS has developed from command line driven software
to more user-friendly icon driven interfaces to now being accessible
(and often expected) to the general public via the World Wide Web.

Jeff Pierce, mapping natural resources circa 1998

In the mid-90’s GIS data was predominantly infrastructure linework (buildings, roads, parcels, etc.) and aerial imagery
was often out of date and not always very clear. At Franklin Soil and Water, we had one employee who spent his time
digitizing streams ( see image of Jeff Pierce above). At this time GIS technology was just starting to gain wide acceptance.

Today, nearly everyone at Franklin Soil and Water uses GIS in one capacity or another. There are many more data layers
available and they are shared between agencies and partners. We are more readily able to create new data (including data
collected in the field), and conduct extensive analysis. Aerial imagery and elevation data is much clearer and accurate.

1995
The availability of GIS data has increased dramatically over 20 years

Often times, the output of a GIS is a printed map or an image on
screen which is used for navigation or visualizing a specific area.
These are the pretty maps (if done properly) to which everyone can
relate. With GIS however, the images are just the surface of a wealth
of data. It is this depth of data, the progression of technology, and
generous partner support which has allowed our District to better
fulfill our mission by sharing and providing detailed natural resource
information to our central Ohio community.

2015
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Celebrating
20 Years of Mapping
2013
Jeff Pierce, Franklin Soil and Water’s very own GIS “Godfather”
Jeff Pierce has been with Franklin Soil
and Water Conservation District for
20 years and has worked to establish
and expand the districts GIS natural
resources layers with a high degree of
accuracy and precision during his tenure.
His contributions have been the base
for the District’s ability to take a multijurisdictional approach to implementing
county-wide GIS projects. The intent is to
encompass as much of Franklin County’s
natural resources as possible - keeping
in mind that natural resources and the
interaction of natural resources cross
over many jurisdictional boundaries.
Jeff Pierce, GIS Natural Resources Specialist

When Jeff started with the District in
1995, the Franklin County Commissioners
and the Franklin Soil and Water Board of
Supervisors recognized the need for an
inventory of surface drainage throughout
Franklin County. At that time, the District,
the County Commissioners and the City
of Columbus funded the start of a project
to map county-petitioned drainage.

Jeff Pierce undertook this project,
spent countless hours looking through
resources located at the Franklin County
Engineer’s records room and started
the task of digitizing. At that time Jeff
was the only district employee working
with GIS technology. Our GIS team has
grown and expanded over the years,
but we want to recognize Jeff Pierce for
laying the foundation of our geographic
information program and leading the
way for the management and protection
of natural resources in Franklin County.
Jeff Pierce has served as a past member
of the NRCS statewide GIS committee,
as the Chair of the Ohio Geographically
Referenced
Information
Program’s
statewide hydrology committee and as
a member of the Heart of Ohio RC&D
Council. Jeff was recently recognized
by the Ohio Federation of Conservation
Districts for 20 years of service. Thank you
Jeff for your amazing contributions to
Franklin SWCD over the last 20 years.

Keeping up with and Contributing to the GIS Community
Aaron Hebert, GIS Specialist, and Ryan
Pilewski, Watershed Coordinator, were
invited to present at the 2014 ESRI
conference in San Diego, California.
ESRI stands for Environmental Science
Research Institute. The conference is an
annual event held for private and public
sector users of ESRI software. ESRI users
from all over the world meet to learn tips
and tricks to help streamline GIS work
flows for geomatics professionals.
Aaron and Ryan were invited to speak
at the conference after they submitted
an application and presentation on
“Urban SubH20shed Initiative” which
reviewed stormwater mitigation in an
urban environment. Their focus? FSWCD
being a leader in providing accurate
sewershed-level
delineations
and
analyzing landscape characteristics to
assist in prioritizing problem areas.

Their analysis of watersheds within
central Ohio provided the groundwork
for future development of stormwater
mitigation plans. The foundation of this
project is based upon high-resolution
urban watershed delineations derived
from local stormwater infrastructure and
lidar-based surface elevations.
Presenting at the ESRI conference was an
incredible opportunity to share Franklin
Soil and Water’s GIS work with ESRI users
and peers from around the world. Being
represented at the conference with over
16,000 attendees provided an excellent
venue for networking and learning
about recent software developments and
projects to further the GIS knowledge for
the District.
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Backyard Conservation
The Backyard Conservation
Program is Expanding!
After four successful years, the
GreenSpot Rain Barrel program is
expanding to Community Backyards
in 2015. This change will incorporate
different ways residents can be green
in their backyard by not only having
rain barrels collect stormwater but
also including composting and native
plant selections in their landscape.
The reason for the expansion is to
offer broader conservation practices
to residents of Franklin County. Home
gardeners have been asking about
native plants, rain gardens and the
benefits of compost; this program
will help start them off in the right
direction!
Community Backyards will still offer
the same educational classes & online
course but will be implementing
reimbursements, up to $50, after the
participant purchases an approved
rain barrel, compost bin or native
plant(s). This gives the homeowner
the opportunity to implement a
conservation method that works best
for them and their environment.

Rain Barrel (with diverter)		

The City of Columbus is the primary
funder of the Backyard Conservation
Program and the online course & quiz
is linked to the Columbus GreenSpot
initiative.

For more information on Community
Backyards, how you can participate,
or to check your eligibility, please visit:

Other participating communities
include Bexley, Canal Winchester,
Franklin County, Gahanna, Hilliard,
New Albany, Obetz, Reynoldsburg,
Upper Arlington, Westerville, and
Worthington.

The program officially opened on
April 1, 2015 and will run until the
end of October or until rebate funds
have been expended.

Without their support, Community
Backyards would not be possible.

Enclosed Compost Bin		

www.greenspotbackyards.org

Call (614) 486-9613 or email Kristin
Hilson, Program Coordinator, at
khilson@franklinswcd.org for more
information.

Native Plants, Shrubs, or Trees
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Stormwater Education and Outreach
Stormwater Awareness
Rainwater that runs off hard surfaces
including roads, parking lots, roofs,
sidewalks and driveways is piped
directly to our local streams and rivers
without cleaning or filtering. Our
programs and outreach had a focus
on stormwater runoff awareness in
2014 to help combat this problem.
Along with emphasizing stormwater
awareness at outreach events and in
the classroom to students K-8, our
education team took to the streets
to mark storm drains with Boy Scout
Troops.
We also created a new Reporting
Water Pollution contact card to
inform residents on how to report
water pollution. This is in addition
to stormwater pollution and other
conservation fact sheets that are
available upon request.

Water Quality Partnership for Businesses
In 2014, the Water Quality Partner
program was initiated to encourage
businesses to use best management
practices (BMP). Businesses who
participate, pledge to use BMP’s in
their daily operations to prevent
stormwater pollution and to keep
the streams that flow through our
community healthy.
Businesses who participate receive a
Water Quality Partner window cling
in recognition of our partnership and
are recognized on the Franklin Soil
and Water website. Water Quality
Partners also receive opportunities
to learn more about stormwater
pollution prevention and assistance
on stormwater questions.

Canal Winchester, Upper Arlington
and Worthington were the first
municipalities to work with us in
implementing this program. In total,
letters and pledges were sent out
to 3,000 businesses located within
those municipal boundaries. We are
pleased to report that 300 businesses
became water quality partners in
2014.
As we enter 2015, we look forward to
expanding the Water Quality Partner
program and bringing the goal of
keeping streams healthy to your local
business soon!

2014 Annual Report

pg 8

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Thank You 2014 Funders & Partners
Franklin County Board of Commissioners
The Ohio State Legislature
The City of Columbus
The Cities of Canal Winchester, Dublin, Gahanna, Grove City, Hilliard, New Albany, Reynoldsburg, Upper
Arlington, Westerville and Worthington, the Village of Lockbourne and the Village of Obetz.
The Franklin County Economic Development and Planning Department
The Franklin County Sanitary Engineer
The Ohio Environmental Education Fund
Natural resources assistance from USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, Division of Soil and Water Resources.

2014 Board of Supervisors
Chris Wible, Chair
Jessica D’Ambrosio, Vice Chair
Katie Renner, Treasurer
David Donofrio, Secretary
John Moorehead

2014 Event Sponsors
AEP, American Electric Power

Rockford Homes

Continental Office
Environments

Schottenstein Homes

EarthMinded

Scotts Miracle-Gro

McMahon DeGulis LLP

1404 Goodale Blvd., Suite 100, Columbus OH 43212
(614) 486-9613 • www.franklinswcd.org

